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WELSH  BIRD  REPORT  No.  8  1994 


Introduction 

RECORDING  ORGANISATION  IN  WALES 

The  switch  to  Unitary  Authorities  as  the  basis  of  local  Government  may  necessitate 
some  changes  in  the  designation  of  bird  recording  areas  in  Wales.  For  the  1994  Report, 
however,  we  are  retaining  the  existing  system,  based  largely  on  the  pre-1974  counties,  with 
2  exceptions.  The  Welsh  Bird  Report  has  treated  records  from  Monmouthshire  anomalously 
in  the  past,  showing  the  area  as  Monmouth  on  the  map  of  recording  areas  but  publishing  the 
records  from  Gwent,  its  post  1974  successor.  This  Report  now  treats  the  area  only  as  Gwent, 
the  area  covered  by  the  Gwent  Ornithological  Society.  Secondly  the  old  counties  of  Denbigh 
and  Flint  (Clwyd),  which  are  covered  by  the  Clwyd  Ornithological  Society,  are  now  treated 
as  Clwyd  only.  The  map  on  page  3  shows  the  recording  areas  used.  The  composition  of  the 
other  post-1974  counties  is  as  follows:  Dyfed:  Carmarthenshire,  Pembrokeshire  and 
Ceredigion;  Powys:  Breconshire,  Radnorshire  and  Montgomeryshire;  Gwynedd:  Anglesey, 
Caernarfonshire  and  Meirionnydd.  County  names  are  printed  in  bold  in  the  Systematic  List, 
distinguishing  them  from  towns  of  the  same  name. 

The  County  Recorders  for  Wales  are  as  follows: 

Anglesey:  D.  Wright,  Graig  Eithin,  Mynydd  Bodafon,  Llanerchymedd,  Anglesey. 

Brecon *:  M.  F.  Peers,  Cyffylog,  2  Aberyscir  Road,  Cradoc,  Brecon  LD3  9PB. 

Caernarfon:  J.  Barnes,  Fach  Goch,  Waunfawr,  Caernarfon,  Gwynedd. 

Carmarthen*:  R.  O.  Hunt,  9  Waun  Road,  Llanelli,  Dyfed  SA15  3RS. 

Ceredigion*:  P.  E.  Davis,  Felindre,  Aberarth,  Aberaeron,  Dyfed  SA46  OLP. 

Clwyd*:  M.  G.  Neal,  36  The  Ridgeway,  Hawarden,  Deeside,  Clwyd. 

Glamorgan  ( South  and  Mid)*:  S.  J.  Moon,  Kenfig  NNR,  Ton  Kenfig,  Pyle,  Mid  Glamorgan. 
Glamorgan  (West)*:  H.  E.  Grenfell,  14  Bryn  Terrace,  Mumbles,  Swansea. 

Gwent*:  C.  Jones,  22  Walnut  Drive,  Caerleon,  Newport,  Gwent  NP6  ISP. 

Meirionnydd:  R.  I.  Thorpe,  2  Tan-y-Garth,  Friog,  Fairbourne,  Gwynedd  LL38  2RJ. 
Montgomery:  Brayton  Holt,  Scops  Cottage,  Pentre  Beirdd,  Welshpool,  Powys  SY21  9DL. 
Pembroke*:  J.  W.  Donovan,  The  Burren,  Dingle  Lane,  Crundale,  Haverfordwest,  Dyfed. 

G.  H.  Rees,  22  Priory  Avenue,  Haverfordwest,  Dyfed  SA61  1SQ. 

Radnor:  P.  P.  Jennings,  Garnfawr,  Bettws,  Hundred  House,  Llandrindod  Wells,  Powys. 

LD1  5RP. 

Bird  Reports  and  Publications 

Those  counties  marked  *  in  the  above  table  produce  separate  county  Bird  Reports 
obtainable  from  County  Recorders.  Anglesey,  Caernarfon  and  Meirionnydd  produce  a 
combined  Report,  the  Gwynedd  Bird  Report,  obtainable  from  the  Editor  —  D.  G.  Hewett, 
Bernina,  Mount  Road,  Llanfairfechan,  Gwynedd  LL33  OHA. 

Many  of  these  Bird  Reports  publish  papers  on  aspects  of  the  ornithology  of  their  areas, 
besides  the  annual  Systematic  List.  These  are  an  important,  but  often  neglected,  source  of 
data,  often  overlooked  because  they  are  not  widely  circulated.  To  draw  further  attention  to 
these  references  the  Welsh  Bird  Report  includes  an  annual  list  of  those  brought  to  the 
Editor’s  notice.  The  list  below  covers  those  published  for  1994;  years  of  publication  are  in 
brackets. 

Brecon,  1994  Report  (1995);  Shrubb ,  M.  &  Shrubb,  V.A.  Breconshire  Bird  Habitats 
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No. 5;  Usk  Reservoir.  Peers ,  M.  F.  The  Yellow  Wagtail  in  Breconshire. 

Carmarthen.  1994  Report  (1995);  Friese,  ./.  Birds  of  the  fens  and  marshes  of  south¬ 
east  Carmarthenshire:  Davis ,  P.E.  The  Red  Kite  in  Carmarthenshire. 

An  important  report  is  also  published  annually  by  the  Bardsey  Observatory,  obtainable 
from  Mrs.  Lynn  Richardson,  33  Doveridge  Road,  Hall  Green,  Birmingham  B28  OLT.  The 
1994  report  contains  a  series  of  papers  analysing  existing  data.  Mention  should  also  be  made 
of  the  Wales  Raptor  Study  Group,  which  coordinates  records  for  raptors,  owls,  Raven  and 
Chough  for  all  Wales.  Its  annual  Newsletter  contains  summaries  for  all  species  and  can  be 
obtained  from  I.T.  Williams,  RSPB.  Bryn  Aderyn.  The  Bank.  Newtown.  Powys. 

Birds  in  Wales  was  published  by  T.  &  A.  D.  Poyser  in  1994.  The  first  avifauna  for  the 
whole  country  yet  attempted,  it  was  reviewed  in  Welsh  Bird  Report  No:  7.  Recent  county 
avifaunas  are  also  available  for  Brecon  —  Birds  of  Breconshire  by  M.  F.  Peers  and  M. 
Shrubb,  obtainable  from  the  Brecknock  Wildlife  Trust.  Lion  House,  Lion  Street,  Brecon; 
Gwent,  The  Breeding  Atlas  of  the  Birds  of  Gwent,  obtainable  from  J.  M.  S.  Lewis,  y 
Bwthyn  Gwyn.  Coldbrook,  Abergavenny,  Gwent;  West  Glamorgan  —  An  Atlas  of 
Breeding  Birds  in  West  Glamorgan,  obtainable  from  Dr.  D.  K.  Thomas,  Laburnum  Cottage, 
12  Manselfield  Road.  Murton.  Swansea  SA3  3AR;  Pembroke  —  Birds  of  Pembrokeshire: 
Status  and  Atlas  of  Pembrokeshire  Birds,  obtainable  from  County  Recorders  (page  2); 
Glamorgan  —  Birds  of  Glamorgan  (covering  all  3  counties  of  South,  Mid  and  West 
Glamorgan),  obtainable  from  Dr.  S.  Howe,  National  Museum  of  Wales,  Cathays  Park, 
Cardiff. 

SUBMISSION  OF  RECORDS 

It  is  the  policy  of  the  Society  NOT  TO  PUBLISH  in  this  Report  any  records  of 
species  regarded  as  British  rarities  on  the  list  of  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee 
(BBRC)  unless  that  record  has  been  considered  and  accepted  by  BBRC.  All  such  records 
should,  therefore,  be  submitted  to  BBRC.  preferably  through  County  Recorders.  The 
secretary  of  BBRC  is  M.  J.  Rogers,  Bag  End,  Churchtown,  Towednack,  Cornwall  TR26 
3AZ. 

WELSH  RECORDS  PANEL  (R.I.  Thorpe) 

Those  people  interested  in  rare  birds  in  Wales  will  probably  have  noted  the 
establishment  in  1994  of  the  Welsh  Records  Panel  (WRP).  This  replaces  the  Welsh  Records 
Advisory  Group  as  the  body  assessing  claims  of  Welsh  rarities.  The  first  task  of  the  Panel 
was  to  revise  the  list  of  species  to  be  considered.  It  decided,  in  consultation  with  Council 
and  the  County  Recorders,  that  all  those  species  occurring  in  Wales  5  times  or  less  per  year 
on  average  should  be  assessed  by  the  Panel  and  only  records  of  those  species  accepted  by 
the  Panel  would  be  published  in  the  Welsh  Bird  Report.  The  other  important  change  was 
that  all  the  deliberations  on  a  record  would  be  made  available  on  request  to  the  person 
submitting  the  record. 

The  Welsh  Records  Panel  as  at  August  1995  comprised: 

R.  I,  Thorpe  (Chairman)  —  Meirionnydd 

D.  Astins  —  Pembroke 

P.  Bristow  —  Glamorgan 

P.  P.  Jennings  —  Radnor 

A.  Silcocks  —  Bardsey,  Caernarfon 

C.  Hurford  (non-voting  Secretary)  —  Glamorgan 

The  members  are  all  active  bird-watchers  with  a  keen  interest  in  identification  and. 
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most  importantly,  are  prepared  to  devote  the  time  necessary  to  assess  the  submitted  records. 
The  present  Panel  provides  good  geographical  representation  of  Wales  but,  although 
desirable,  this  is  considered  secondary  to  members’  field  experience  and  knowledge  of 
indentification  criteria.  It  is  hoped  that  a  regular  rotation  of  members  will  be  possible  but 
this  will  depend  upon  new  members  coming  forward.  If  anyone  is  interested  in  becoming  a 
member  of  the  Panel  in  future,  please  contact  the  Chairman  or  Secretary. 

The  species  considered  by  the  Welsh  Records  Panel  are: 

Cory’s  Shearwater,  Great  Shearwater,  Purple  Heron,  White  Stork,  Bean  Goose,  Ring¬ 
necked  Duck,  Ferruginous  Duck,  Surf  Scoter,  Montagu’s  Harrier,  Rough-legged  Buzzard, 
Golden  Eagle,  Spotted  Crake,  Crane,  Stone  Curlew,  Kentish  Plover,  Temminck’s  Stint,  Pectoral 
Sandpiper,  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper,  Red-necked  Phalarope,  Short-toed  Lark,  Woodlark, 
Shorelark,  Bee-eater,  Richard’s  Pipit,  Tawnv  Pipit,  Bluethroat,  Savi’s  Warbler,  Aquatic 
Warbler,  Marsh  Warbler,  Icterine  Warbler,  Melodious  Warbler,  Dartford  Warbler,  Barred 
Warbler,  Pallas’s  Warbler,  Red-breasted  Flycatcher,  Woodchat  Shrike,  Serin,  Common 
Rosefinch,  Cirl  Bunting,  Ortolan  Bunting,  Little  Bunting. 

TREATMENT  OF  RECORDS  IN  THE  WELSH  BIRD  REPORT 

The  Systematic  List  covers  the  calendar  year  1994  unless  otherwise  indicated. 
Additions  and  corrections  for  previous  years  are  recorded  in  the  main  Systematic  List,  with 
the  relevant  year  shown.  For  wildfowl  and  waders  monthly  maximum  counts  for  the  main 
Welsh  sites  are  tabulated  as  they  are  available.  They  are  not  yet  complete.  It  should  be  noted 
that  these  figures  do  not  represent  coordinated  counts  covering  all  Welsh  sites  on  a  single 
day  or  short  period  of  days.  They  are  simply  the  peak  count  noted  for  each  species  in  each 
site  in  each  month.  Some  overlap  may  therefore  occur  in  the  figures  within  large  sites, 
because  birds  possibly  shift  between  count  areas  during  the  month,  and  over  the  winter,  with 
movements  between  sites.  Thus  conclusions  about  total  numbers  in  Wales  should  be  drawn 
with  caution  from  these  figures.  Nevertheless  they  show  clearly  the  comparative  importance 
of  sites,  the  scale  of  populations  involved  and  the  seasonal  pattern  of  occurrence. 

The  records  for  many  scarcer  migrants  have  been  summarised  to  show  the  total 
recorded  in  spring  and/or  autumn,  the  spread  of  dates  on  which  recorded,  the  monthly  totals 
to  show  the  pattern  of  occurrence  and  the  total  seen  in  each  county.  Note  that,  in  calculating 
monthly  totals,  individual  birds  which  are  seen  in  more  than  one  month  are  recorded  for 
each.  Thus  the  numbers  shown  in  these  tables  will  differ  from  the  total  of  birds  seen,  which 
is  always  shown  separately. 

Comment  in  the  Systematic  List  is  confined  to  1994,  apart  from  additions  and 
corrections  to  previous  years.  For  species  marked  *  in  the  Systematic  List  all  records 
received  have  been  summarised.  Otherwise  only  selected  records  are  given.  That  some 
regularly  occurring  species  thus  have  no  entry  for  1994  means  neither  that  they  did  not 
occur  nor  that  we  are  not  interested  in  them.  We  hope  that  such  gaps  will  encourage 
observers  to  provide  systematic  information. 

For  1994  information  is  available  from  every  Welsh  county  for  this  Report,  an 
important  step  forward  in  making  it  a  complete  record.  The  main  gaps  remain  in  full 
coverage  of  important  wildfowl  and  wader  sites  in  north  Wales. 
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CLASSIFIED  RECORDS  FOR  1994 

The  following  abbreviations  are  used  in  this  list:  county  names  are  used  as  shown  on 
the  map  on  page  3,  printed  in  bold  type  to  distinguish  them  from  towns  of  the  same  name; 
months  are  abbreviated  to  the  first  3  letters,  except  June  and  July  (in  full)  and  September 
(Sept.);  S,  N,  E,  W  etc,  cardinal  points  of  the  compass;  max.  and  min.,  maximum/maxima 
and  minimum/minima;  Est.  Estuary;  Res.  reservoir;  R.  river;  NNR,  LNR,  NR,  nature 
reserves  of  various  designations;  GC  golf  course;  A/F  airfield;  CP  country  park;  GP  gravel 
pits;  S/F  sewage  works;  s/p  summer  plumage;  w/p  winter  plumage;  c/s  clutch  size,  b/s  brood 
size.  In  wader  and  wildfowl  tables  the  following  abbreviations  of  place  names  are  used:  PW, 
part  of  the  coastal  area  of  the  Wentlooge  Levels  Gwent;  B’pill,  Blackpill,  Swansea  Bay; 
Burry  (S),  the  south  side  of  the  Burry  Inlet;  Burry  (N),  the  north  side  of  the  Burry  Inlet; 
T/T/G,  the  Taf/Tywi/Gwendraeth  estuary  complex  in  Carmarthen;  D/Glas.,  the 
Dwyryd/Glaslyn  estuary  in  Meirionnydd;  PoA,  Point  of  Ayr  at  the  seaward  end  of  the  Dee 
estuary  in  Flint;  CQ/O’holt,  Connah’s  Quay/Oakenholt  at  the  landward  end  of  the  Dee 
estuary  in  Flint.  A  *  by  the  species  name  indicates  that  all  records  available  are 
summarised. 

RED-THROATED  DIVER  Gavia  stellata  *  TROCHYDD  GYDDFGOCH 

Noted  in  every  month  and  off  all  coasts.  As  usual  the  largest  winter  concentrations  were  in 
Cardigan  Bay,  where  coordinated  counts  from  Clarach  Ceredigion  to  Llanbedrog 
Caernarfon  recorded  an  exceptional  740  in  February,  248  in  October  and  252  in 
November.  Site  counts  in  Ceredigion  included  172  off  Borth  on  Jan.  7th,  275  off  Wallog  on 
Mar.  3rd  and  302  there  on  the  17th  and,  in  Meirionnydd,  459  off  Aberdysynni  in  February, 
which  may  be  the  largest  individual  count  yet  made  in  Wales.  Elsewhere  the  main  flocks 
were  26  off  Pendine  to  Telpyn  Point  Carmarthen  on  Mar.  20th,  with  20  there  on  Apr.  17th, 
and  20  off  Amroth  Pembroke  in  March  and  December.  The  only  inland  record  was  of  one 
at  Broad  Pool  Glamorgan  on  Jan.  16th.  On  July  15th  one  was  found  dying  at  Black  Rock 
Caernarfon  which  had  been  ringed  in  the  Orkneys  in  1992. 

In  late  December  24  passed  Strumble  Head  Pembroke  on  20th  and  33  flew  W  off  Point 
Lynas  Anglesey  on  the  31st. 

BLACK-THROATED  DIVER  G.  arctica*  TROCHYDD  GYDDFDDU 

A  total  of  33-37  recorded,  16-20  in  the  early  months  until  Apr.  20th  and  17  at  the  end  of  the 
year  from  Oct.  23rd,  in  Glamorgan  (9-11),  Carmarthen  (1),  Pembroke  (11),  Ceredigion 
(1),  Meirionnydd  (1),  Caernarfon  (1),  Anglesey  (7-9)  and  Clwyd  (2).  All  were  seen 
offshore  except  for  singles  on  the  Cefni  Res.  Anglesey  from  Feb.  1 1  -20th  and 
Llanishen/Lisvane  Res.  Glamorgan  from  Mar.  20-27th.  Monthly  totals  were: 


Jan.  Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Oct.  Nov. 

Dec. 

7-8  4 

8 

4 

5  7 

5 

GREAT  NORTHERN  DIVER  G. 

immer* 

TROCHYDD  MAWR 

Small  numbers  wintering  all  round  the  coast  at  each  end  of  the  year,  with  c.47  in  the  early 
months  until  May  8th  and  c.16  from  Sept.  23rd.  Birds  were  recorded  in  Glamorgan  (7), 
Carmarthen  (3),  Pembroke  (c.23),  Ceredigion  (6),  Meirionnydd  (3),  Caernarfon  (4), 
Anglesey  (c.  1 8 )  and  Clwyd  (2).  Records  included  6  off  Aberporth  Ceredigion  on  Feb.  5th 
and  singles  inland  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  Glamorgan  from  Jan.  10th  to  Feb.  9th,  Llys  y 
Fran  Res.  Pembroke  on  Dec.  1 1th  and  at  Rhosllanerchrugog  Clwyd  on  Nov.  18th.  There 
were  also  2  June  records,  of  an  immature  off  the  Range  South  Stack  Anglesey  on  the  4th 
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and  an  adult  in  s/p  W  off  Port  Eynon  Point  Glamorgan  on  the  25th.  Approximate  monthly 
totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

14  19  5  0  1  2  1  1  10  10 

In  addition  autumn  passage  involved  c.42  birds  in  Pembroke  between  Sept.  16th  and  Dec. 
31st,  mainly  off  Strumble  Head,  where  a  total  of  37  passed  on  17  dates,  max.  13  on  Dec. 
31st. 

LITTLE  GREBE  Tachybaptus  ruficollis  GWYACH  FACH 

Breeding  counts  were  received  as  follows:  Gwent:  a  total  of  5  pairs  bred  successfully  in  4 
sites,  3  rearing  a  total  of  7  young;  Glamorgan:  a  total  of  10-13  pairs  bred  in  8  sites;  3  reared 
a  total  of  7  young;  Carmarthen:  4  pairs  reared  13  young  altogether  in  3  sites.  Two  pairs 
probably  bred  at  another  site  and  birds  present  at  2  others;  Brecon:  1 1  pairs  bred  altogether, 
8  being  known  to  raise  a  total  of  1 1  young;  Radnor:  a  pair  raising  2  young  at  Hindwell  Pool 
was  the  only  record  received;  Montgomery:  2  pairs  bred  at  Lake  Vyrnwy  and  single  pairs 
bred  in  3  other  sites.  Except  in  Brecon  these  were  not  recorded  as  complete  censuses. 

GREAT  CRESTED  GREBE  Podiceps  cristatus  GWYACH  FAWR  GOPOG 

The  main  winter  concentrations  were  noted  in  Cardigan  Bay  where  coordinated  counts  (see 
under  Red-throated  Diver)  found  totals  of  229  in  February,  154  in  October  and  110  in 
November.  Individual  concentrations  also  included  max.  off  Borth/Ynyslas  Ceredigion  of 
252  on  Jan.  17th  and  200  on  Dec.  16th  and  22nd.  Elsewhere  the  largest  flocks  were  noted  in 
Glamorgan  with  43  off  Blackpill  in  February  and  42  on  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  in  April. 

Breeding  records  received  were:  Gwent:  5  pairs  bred  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  but  only  2 
young  were  fledged.  A  pair  raised  2  young  on  R.  Usk  at  Llanllowell;  Glamorgan:  up  to  4 
pairs  on  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  and  pairs  on  4  other  sites;  Carmarthen:  7  pairs  reared  a  total 
of  14  young  at  3  sites;  Ceredigion:  single  pairs  bred  at  3  sites;  Brecon:  a  total  of  16-18 
pairs  in  the  county.  Six  pairs  bred  at  Llangorse  Lake,  the  highest  total  for  some  years,  4 
rearing  a  total  of  7  young  and  2  failing.  Elsewhere  4  pairs  reared  6  young,  4  failed  and  3 
apparently  only  summered.  Radnor:  single  pairs  bred  at  3  sites,  rearing  8  young  altogether; 
Montgomery:  4  pairs  bred  at  Lake  Vyrnwy  and  single  pairs  bred  at  3  other  sites;  Anglesey: 
bred  at  Llyn  Alaw  but  no  other  site  reported  on;  Clwyd:  2  pairs  reared  young  at  Llyn  Helyg. 
Does  not  breed  in  Pembroke. 

RED-NECKED  GREBE  P.  grisegena*  GWYACH  YDDFGOCH 

Recorded  in  5  counties  as  follows:  Gwent:  an  adult  at  Pant-yr-eos  Res.  on  Nov.  27th  was 
the  4th  for  the  county;  Glamorgan:  singles  at  Queen’s  Dock  Swansea  on  Feb.  13th,  Port 
Talbot  Docks  from  Oct.  23rd  to  Dec.  18th  and  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  on  Nov.  15th; 
Pembroke  one  at  Hook  on  Jan.  16th  and  2  at  the  Gann  on  Nov.  27th;  Caernarfon:  one  at 
Bardsey  on  Oct.  20th  was  the  first  for  the  island;  Anglesey:  singles  at  Menai  Bridge  on  Mar. 
29th  and  Moelfre  on  Nov.  30th. 

SLAVONIAN  GREBE  P.  auritus*  GWYACH  GORNIOG 

A  scatter  of  records  around  the  coast  at  both  ends  of  the  year,  with  c.67  birds  altogether,  in 
Gwent  (1),  Glamorgan  (12),  Carmarthen  (2),  Pembroke  (4),  Ceredigion  (3), 
Meirionnydd  (at  least  32),  Clwyd  ( 1 )  and  Anglesey  (13).  The  main  groups  were  up  to  5  off 
Whiteford  Point  Glamorgan  during  January  to  April  and  4  there  in  November  and 
December  and  a  max.  of  21  between  Harlech  and  Porthmadog  Merionnydd  /Caernarfon  in 
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January  and  1 1  in  December.  There  were  singles  inland  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  Gwent  from 
1993  to  Jan.  12th,  Llyn  Alaw  Anglesey  on  Mar.  14th  and,  in  Glamorgan,  at  Hensol  Lake 
on  Oct.  22nd  and  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  on  Nov.  10th  and  17th.  Approximate  monthly  totals 


were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr. 

Oct. 

Nov.  Dec. 

31  22  15  14 

6 

17  18 

BLACK-NECKED  GREBE  P.  nigricollis * 

GWYACH  YDDFDDU 

Recorded  in  5  counties,  as  follows;  Gwent:  one  in  s/p  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  from  May  27th 
to  June  2nd;  Glamorgan:  one  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  Aug.  22nd,  2  off  Port  Eynon  Point  on  Feb. 
5th,  and  one  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  on  Mar.  5th;  Meirionnydd:  max.  of  Jan.  (3),  Feb.  (2) 
and  Nov.  (3)  off  Harlech-Porthmadog;  Anglesey:  2  at  Llyn  Penrhyn  on  Feb.  6th  and  singles 
at  Llyn  Alaw  from  Aug.  29th  to  Oct.  22nd  and  Llyn  Rhos  Ddu  on  Dec.  10th;  Clwyd:  2  in 
s/p  at  Gresford  Flash  on  May  2nd. 

FULMAR  Fulmarus  glacialis  ADERYN-DRYCIN  Y  GRAIG 

In  Glamorgan  3  nests  at  Llantwit  Major,  3  pairs  at  Thurba  Head,  4  pairs  at  Devil's  Truck 
and  4  at  Blue  Pool  Bay.  In  Pembroke  76  occupied  sites  on  the  Castle  Martin  Peninsula,  124 
on  Skokholm,  226  on  Ramsey  and  696  on  Skomer.  Bred  on  Friog  cliffs  Meirionnydd  and 
there  were  51  apparently  occupied  nests  on  Bardsey  Caernarfon.  Other  Welsh  colonies  not 
reported  on. 

One  was  found  dead  at  Newton  Beach  Glamorgan  on  Jan.  21st  and  some  large  movements 
were  noted  at  the  end  of  the  year,  with  560  passing  Strumble  Head  Pembroke  in  3  hours  on 
Nov.  15th,  500  there  in  3 L  hours  on  Dec.  3rd  and  birds  passing  at  20/minute  on  the  30th;  in 
Anglesey  460  W  past  Point  Lynas  in  3  hours  on  Dec.  31st.  One  was  seen  inland  at  Llangybi 
Gwent  on  Aug.  19th. 

Dark  morphs  were  seen  at  Druidston  Pembroke  on  Feb.  26th  and  Strumble  Head  on  Mar. 
27th,  Apr.  1st  and  Oct.  3rd. 

CORY’S  SHEARWATER  Calonectris  diomedea*  ADERYN-DRYCIN  CORY 

1993:  One  passed  Strumble  Head  Pembroke  on  Sept.  10th. 

GREAT  SHEARWATER  Puffinus  gravis*  ADERYN-DRYCIN MAWR 

In  Pembroke  one  off  Strumble  Head  on  Oct.  4th. 

SOOTY  SHEARWATER  P.  griseus *  ADERYN-DRYCIN  DU 

In  Pembroke  9  passed  Skokholm  during  Aug.  12th  to  Oct.  6th,  max.  4  on  Sept.  11th,  and 
119  passed  Strumble  Head  on  12  dates  between  July  27th  and  Nov.  12th,  max.  27  on  Sept. 
29th.  The  single  on  Nov.  12th  is  the  first  November  record  for  Wales.  In  Caernarfon  55 
passed  Bardsey  between  Aug.  27th  and  Sept.  16th,  max.  39  on  Sept.  10th  and,  in  Anglesey, 
3  passed  the  Range  South  Stack  on  Sept.  10th  and  one  on  11th.  One  off  Rhyl  Clwyd  on 
20th. 

MANX  SHEARWATER  P.  puffinus  ADERYN-DRYCIN  MAN  AW 

In  Pembroke  a  sample  census  on  Skomer  suggested  that  the  breeding  population  remained 
stable.  A  census  of  the  South  End  of  Bardsey  Caernarfon  found  404  apparently  occupied 
burrows,  a  similar  total  to  1985;  up  to  4000  birds  were  rafting  offshore  there  over  the 
summer.  No  other  Welsh  breeding  colonies  reported  on.  As  usual  some  large  summer 
movements  in  the  Bristol  Channel,  with  max.  of  6839  W  off  Port  Eynon  Point  Glamorgan 
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on  June  26th  and  1 195  E  and  298  W  there  on  July  30th;  large  movements  off  Tutt  Head  on 
the  same  dates,  of  3360  W  and  1 108  E  respectively,  perhaps  relate  to  the  same  birds;  smaller 
numbers  were  noted  further  east,  with  max.  of  600  W  off  Porthcawl  on  June  21st.  In 
Ceredigion  there  were  c.2000  off  Borth  on  July  23rd  and  Aug.  17th  and  there  were  c.  1000 
off  Aberdysynni  Meirionnydd  on  July  29th;  the  largest  movement  off  Bardsey  Caernarfon 
involved  2000/hour  on  Aug.  28th.  In  Anglesey  1000+  W  off  Point  Lynas  on  Aug.  9th  and 
1 2 1 5  in  l  A  hours  on  1 7th. 

Early  winter  records  were  of  singles  off  Strumble  Head  Pembroke  on  Dec.  19th  and 
31st,  4  on  the  30th  and  5  on  the  3rd  and  there  was  one  off  Point  Lynas  Anglesey  on  the  31st. 
Inland  one  found  at  Llanwrtyd  Wells  Brecon  on  Sept.  14th  was  released  at  the  coast. 

MEDITERRANEAN  SHEARWATER  P.  yelkouan  *  ADERYN-DRYC1N  MOR  Y  CANOLDIR 
In  Pembroke  a  total  15  passed  Skokholm  between  Aug.  1st  and  Sept.  30th,  max.  3  on  Aug. 
22nd,  and  a  total  of  86  passed  Strumble  Head  between  Aug.  12th  and  Nov.  1st,  with  3 
singles  also  during  Dec.  28-30th.  There  were  singles  (with  puffinus )  off  Borth  Ceredigion 
on  Aug.  8th  and  14th,  a  total  of  9  passed  Bardsey  Caernarfon  between  Aug.  24th  and  Oct. 
31st  and,  in  Anglesey,  2  passed  South  Stack  on  June  27th  and  singles  flew  W  off  Point 
Lynas  on  Aug.  12th  and  28th. 

STORM  PETREL  Hydrobates  pelagicus*  PEDRYN DRYCIN 

1993:  On  the  night  of  July  3/4th  50  were  caught  and  ringed  at  Strumble  Head,  Pembroke. 
1994:  In  Pembroke  a  survey  at  Skokholm  indicated  a  breeding  population  of  4000-8000 
pairs.  No  other  Welsh  breeding  sites  reported  on.  On  the  night  of  July  2/3rd  97  were  caught 
and  ringed  at  Strumble  Head.  Between  July  19th  and  Aug.  28th  21  were  attracted  to  a  tape 
lure  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon.  In  Glamorgan  small  numbers  off  the  S  Gower  coast  between 
June  3rd  and  Aug.  19th,  max.  66  W  off  Tutt  Head  and  31  W  off  Port  Eynon  Point  on  June 
2 1st;  further  east  there  was  a  total  of  7  between  June  3rd  and  July  10th  and  there  were  2  off 
Peterstone/Wentlooge  Gwent  on  June  18th.  Twelve  off  Mumbles  Head  Glamorgan  on  Dec. 
31st.  In  Anglesey  6  feeding  off  Carmel  Head  on  July  6th.  See  also  ringing  report  on  page 
57. 

LEACH’S  PETREL  Oceanodroma  leucorrhoa*  PEDRYN  GYNFFON-FFORCHOG 
In  Pembroke  a  total  of  19  passed  Stumble  Head  between  Aug.  29th  and  Nov.  15th,  max.  5 
on  Sept.  8th.  In  Anglesey  4  feeding  with  Storm  Petrels  off  Carmel  Head  on  July  6th,  3  W 
off  Point  Lynas  and  one  off  Cemlyn  Bay  on  Aug.  29th  and  one  passed  Point  Lynas  on  Sept. 
16th;  4  passed  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  10th  and  2  on  11th,  with  singles  at  the  lighthouse  on 
12th  and  30th  and  Oct.  8th. 

GANNET  Moms  bassanus  HU  GAN 

No  Welsh  breeding  colonies  reported  on.  Inland,  one  found  on  a  hilltop  above  Llanafan 
Brecon  on  June  23rd  recovered  on  a  farm  pond,  and  a  juvenile  on  Llyn  Alaw  Anglesey  on 
Oct.  14th. 

CORMORANT  Phalacrocorax  carbo  MULFRAN 

A  complete  breeding  survey  for  Wales  recorded  a  total  2291  nests,  an  increase  of  37%  since 
the  mid  1980s.  Some  county  totals  were:  Pembroke:  Skomer  14,  Green  Scar  39, 
Blockhouse  Stack  28,  Dinas  Head  9,  Cemmaes  Head  18  and  Ogof  Coch  4;  Ceredigion: 
Penderi  133  pairs,  Aberarth  15,  New  Quay  Head  4,  Penmoelciliau  19,  Penrhip  5  and  Pen 
Peles  4. 
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Systematic  counts  from 

the  main  estuarine  and 

1  inland  sites 

are  tabulated  as  ; 

available: 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  Llandegfedd  Res. 

32 

35 

60 

32 

28 

30 

31 

10 

13 

33 

10 

Black  Rock 

6 

4 

1 

8 

40 

8 

1 

2 

6 

Glamorgan  Taff/Ely  Est. 

41 

7 

15 

14 

9 

2 

0 

40 

20 

8 

13 

27 

Whiteford  Point 

140 

86 

50 

27 

9 

20 

92 

70 

70 

95 

106 

100 

Port  Talbot  Docks 

25 

18 

17 

39 

17 

16 

16 

62 

40 

45 

38 

28 

Queen's  Dock  Swansea 

32 

52 

137 

152 

15 

17 

- 

25 

48 

26 

29 

13 

Blue  Pool 

53 

55 

39 

76 

66 

49 

43 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

66 

12 

96 

21 

23 

16 

18 

13 

T/T/G* 

40 

43 

87 

65 

41 

61 

92 

235 

413 

136 

134 

54 

Brecon  Llangorse  Lake 

61 

59 

64 

51 

1 

6 

2 

3 

16 

45 

57 

43 

Talybont  Res. 

48 

3 

5 

1 

- 

- 

2 

1 

16 

17 

11 

50 

Meirionnydd  D/Glas 

16 

9 

15 

2 

108 

20 

108 

110 

29 

Dysynni 

6 

6 

29 

54 

44 

66 

141 

125 

25 

5 

20 

Clwyd  Clwyd  Est. 

19 

12 

25 

86 

68 

105 

300 

302 

227 

30 

29 

12 

CQ/O'holt 

78 

53 

55 

9 

2 

5 

7 

35 

65 

88 

97 

*Some  overlap  is  likely  in 

these 

counts 

>,  particularly 

in  September. 

Coordinated  counts  in  Cardigan  Bay  (see  under  Red-throated  Diver)  also  found  45  in 
February,  252  in  October  and  50  in  November.  There  were  max.  at  the  Piercefield  roost 
Gwent  of  85  on  Feb.  5th  and  63  on  Nov.  13th. 

SHAG  P.  aristotelis  MULFRAN  WERDD 

Counts  of  breeding  pairs  received  from  Pembroke,  with  6  on  the  Castle  Martin  Peninsula, 
one  at  Skomer,  20  at  Middleholm,  6  at  Ramsey,  2  at  North  Bishop  and  8  at  Carreg  Rhoson; 
Ceredigion,  with  8  nests  at  Cardigan  Island  and  7  at  Penderi  but  probably  fewer  than  10 
elsewhere  and  Caernarfon,  with  12  pairs  fledging  22  young  at  Bardsey  and  68  pairs  at 
Ynysoedd  Gwylan.  No  other  Welsh  breeding  sites  reported  on.  There  were  unusual  numbers 
off  Ynyslas  Ceredigion  in  the  early  months,  with  a  max.  of  70  on  Jan.  16th,  whilst 
coordinated  counts  in  Cardigan  Bay  (see  under  Red-throated  Diver  for  details)  found  129  in 
February,  104  in  October  and  28  in  November. 

BITTERN  Botaurus  stellaris*  ADERYN  Y BWN 

A  total  of  9-10  recorded,  in  Glamorgan  (4-5),  Carmarthen  (3)  and  Anglesey  (2).  Monthly 
totals  were  Jan.  (5),  Feb.  (3),  Mar.  (2),  May  (1),  Oct.  (1),  Nov.  (1)  and  Dec.  (2). 

LITTLE  BITTERN  Ixobrychus  minutus*  ADERYN -BWN  LEIAF 

One  at  Newport  Gwent  on  May  15th. 

NIGHT  HERON  Nycticorax  nycticorax*  CREYR  Y  NOS 

An  adult  at  Newport  Gwent  from  May  6-23rd  and  a  first  summer  bird  there  from  6-25th 
(perhaps  present  from  Apr.  10th).  An  adult  at  Cefni  Res.  Anglesey  on  June  2nd. 

SQUACCO  HERON  Ardeola  ralloides*  CREYR  MELYN 

One  at  Kenfig  Pool  Glamorgan  on  June  28th  was  the  sixth  for  Wales. 

LITTLE  EGRET  Egrettci  garzetta *  CREYR  BACH 

Extraordinary  numbers  continue  to  be  seen  in  Wales.  As  in  1993  the  exact  total  is  difficult 
to  calculate  because  movements  between  sites,  and  around  large  sites  such  as  the  Burry 
Inlet,  are  poorly  understood.  However,  assuming  that  there  was  little  overlap  between 
counties,  a  total  of  97-101  was  involved.  Recorded  in  every  month,  with  a  clear  autumn 


11 


-m 


influx  but  the  overall  pattern  suggests  that  the  bird  might  be  regarded  primarily  as  a  winter 
visitor.  The  main  groups  were  of  up  to  10  on  the  south  side  of  the  Burry  Inlet  Glamorgan 

during  January  to  March  and  up  to  6  there  in  August,  7-8  wintering  in  the  Cleddau  Est. 

Pembroke  until  the  end  of  May  and  10-12  there  from  Aug.  3rd  to  the  end  of  the  year  and  up 
to  1 1  at  Penclacwydd  Carmarthen  in  August  and  10  in  September.  Inland  records  were  of 
one  in  the  Ithon  valley  at  Penybont  Radnor  during  January,  one  flying  down  the  R.  Teifi  at 
Llandewi  Brefi  Ceredigion  on  Jan.  8th  and  then  on  the  Teifi  at  Pencarreg 
Carmarthen/Ceredigion  from  17th  to  19th. 

There  were  records  from  every  county  except  Brecon  as  follows:  Gwent:  (4),  Glamorgan 
(at  least  27),  Carmarthen  (at  least  18-20),  Pembroke  (22-24),  Ceredigion  (8),  Radnor  (1), 
Montgomery  (2),  Meirionnydd  (2),  Caernarfon  (4),  Meirionnydd/Caernarfon  (6), 
Clwyd  (1)  and  Anglesey  (5).  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

29-30  30-31  23-24  20-21  16-17  2  6  51-52  35-37  21-23  20-22  16-18 

GREY  HERON  Ardea  cinerea  CREYR  GIAS 

Colony  counts  were  received  as  follows:  Gwent:  103-107  nests  in  6  colonies,  with  2 
uncounted:  the  largest  colony  was  of  27  nests  at  Pant-y-Goitre;  Glamorgan  (W):  38  nests  in 
7  colonies,  the  largest  of  10  nests  at  Gowerton;  Pembroke:  counts  at  4  colonies  recorded  24 
nests;  Ceredigion:  a  complete  count  found  90  nests  in  1 1  colonies;  Brecon:  43-47  nests  in  5 
colonies,  the  largest  being  10-14  at  Ashford;  Montgomery:  29  pairs  in  4  colonies,  the 
largest  1 1  at  Bryngwyn.  In  Clwyd  bred  at  Llyn  Helyg,  egg  shells  being  found  on  Feb.  27th. 
Other  Welsh  heronries  not  reported  on. 

PURPLE  HERON  A.  purpurea*  CREYR  PORFFOR 

1993:  One  at  Goldcliff  Gwent  on  Sept.  26th. 

1994:  A  first  summer  bird  at  Kenfig  Pool  Glamorgan  on  May  27th. 

SPOONBILL  Platalea  leucorodia  *  LLWYBIG 

Singles  at  PeterstoneAVentlooge  Gwent  from  June  12- 14th,  Pwllheli  Caernarfon  on  19th, 
Skokholm  Pembroke  on  the  24th  and  at  the  Gann  on  July  8th,  at  Llyn  Llywenan  Anglesey 


12 


from  July  26th  to  Aug.  10th,  the  Broadwater  Meirionnydd  on  Sept.  23rd  and  at  Ynyshir 
Ceredigion  on  30th  and  Oct.  2nd. 

MUTE  SWAN  Cygnus  olor  ALARCH  DOF 

Breeding  counts  were  received  as  follows:  Glamorgan:  pairs  bred  in  16  sites,  5  had  a  total 
of  21  young  and  2  nests  failed;  Carmarthen:  1 1  sites  held  a  total  of  13  pairs,  of  which  7 
known  to  raise  26  young  and  3  fail;  Ceredigion:  6+  pairs  bred  on  the  R.  Teifi  and  single 
pairs  bred  on  the  R.  Ystwyth  and  at  Ynyshir  and  probably  also  at  Borth;  Brecon:  of  a  county 
total  of  1 1  breeding  pairs  9  raised  36  young  and  2  failed;  Radnor:  a  pair  with  5  young  at 
Hindwell  Pool;  Montgomery:  pairs  bred  on  the  Welshpool  Canal  and  at  Dolydd  Hafren; 
Anglesey:  pairs  bred  at  least  at  5  sites;  Clwyd:  single  pairs  with  a  total  of  22  young  at  Llyn 
Helyg,  on  R.  Clwyd  at  Denbigh  and  at  Kimberley  Clark’s  plant  Flint. 

Substantial  non-breeding  flocks  were  68  at  Ogmore  Est.  Glamorgan  on  June  4th,  32  at 
Llanarthne  Carmarthen  in  April  and  22  in  May  and,  in  Brecon.  67  at  Glasbury  in  March, 
56  in  April  and  25  in  May  and  a  max.  of  30  at  Llangorse  Lake  in  July.  The  largest  winter 
flocks  were  107  at  the  Knap  boating  lake  Barry  Glamorgan  on  Dec.  29th,  42  at  Dryslwyn 
Carmarthen  in  January  and  38  in  December,  43  in  the  Cleddau  Est.  Pembroke  in 
November  and  December  and  48  in  the  Teifi  Est.  Ceredigion  on  Sept.  17th. 

BEWICK'S  SWAN  C.  columbicinus*  ALARCH  BEWICK 

A  poor  year.  In  Gwent  there  were  max.  of  14  at  the  Nedern  Floods  on  Jan.  4th  and  12  at 
Llandegfedd  Res.  on  18th,  5  at  Nedern  and  6  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  in  December  and  7  at  the 
Olway  meadows  on  Dec.  17th  and  3  on  19th.  Elsewhere  6  at  Bronydd  Radnor  on  Jan.  1st,  2 
at  Ynyshir  Ceredigion  on  Oct.  21st,  one  at  the  Nevern  Est.  Pembroke  on  Nov.  3rd  and  2  at 
the  Dwyryd/Glaslyn  Est.  Meirionnydd  on  Jan.  16th  and  4  on  Dec.  6th.  In  Clwyd  5  at 
Connah’s  Quay  on  Jan.  1 1th  and  10  on  Feb.  14th,  2  at  Point  of  Ayr  and  2  at  Gronant  on 
Dec.  19th  and  4  at  Oakenholt  on  22nd. 

WHOOPER  SWAN  C.  cygnus*  ALARCH  Y  GO GLEDD 

The  main  wintering  groups  recorded  were  in  the  Tregaron-Devil’s  Bridge  area  Ceredigion, 
with  a  max.  of  20  during  March,  Aberhafesp  Montgomery,  with  a  max.  of  13  from  Jan. 
14th  to  Apr.  1st,  the  Glaslyn  Marshes  Meirionnydd/Caernarfon  with  monthly  max.  of  Jan. 
(48),  Feb.  (42),  Mar.  (42),  Apr.  (33),  Oct.  (25),  Nov.  (27)  and  Dec.  (37)  and,  in  Anglesey,  at 
Llanerchymedd,  with  a  max.  of  32  on  Feb.  23rd,  and  Llyn  Alaw,  with  a  max.  of  29  on  Jan. 
7th;  very  few  at  either  site  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Elsewhere  a  wide  scatter  of  records  in  all 
counties  gave  approximate  monthly  totals  of: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

16  6  3  32  7  1  39  18 

The  records  included  a  party  of  5  flying  over  Ramsey  Pembroke  on  May  30th,  and 
Icelandic  birds  wearing  darvic  neck  rings  at  Llyn  Rhos  Ddu  Anglesey  in  October  and  at 
Llyn  Alaw  on  Nov.  1st,  at  Llyn  Eiddwen  Ceredigion  on  the  6th  and  Cilsan  Bridge 
Carmarthen  from  Dec.  17th  into  1995.  The  last  records  referred  to  one  of  a  pair  and 
perhaps  the  same  bird;  indeed  all  these  records  may  refer  to  the  same  bird. 

PINK-FOOTED  GOOSE  Anser  brachyrhynchus *  GWYDD  DROED-BINC 

All  records  were:  Glamorgan/Carmarthen:  one  in  the  Upper  Loughor  Est.  until  Apr.  12th, 
usually  with  Brent  Geese;  Carmarthen:  the  5  at  Dryslwyn  in  late  1993  remained  until  Jan. 
4th;  Ceredigion:  one  in  the  Dyfi  Est.  from  Oct.  25th  to  Dec.  31st,  with  3  there  from  Dec. 
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18th;  Anglesey:  one  at  Llyn  Bodgylched  and  Llyn  Alaw  from  Jan.  13- 17th,  2  at  Llyn 
Traffwll  on  May  2nd,  one  staying  to  June  6th,  and  a  small  passage  involving  25-30  birds  at 
Llyn  Alaw  between  Sept.  19th  and  Oct.  22nd;  12  flew  W  at  Point  of  Ayr  Clwyd  on  Apr. 
24th. 

WHITE-FRONTED  GOOSE  A.  albifrons*  G&YDD  DALCEN-WEN 

The  wintering  flock  of  the  race  flavirostris  in  the  Dyfi  Est.  was  present  until  Apr.  22nd  and 
from  Oct.  5th,  with  max.  of  141  in  the  early  months  and  155  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The 
wintering  flock  of  the  race  albifrons  at  Dryslwyn  Carmarthen  declined  further,  with 
monthly  max.  of  Jan.  (40),  Feb.  (43)  and  Mar.  (47)  but  none  in  1994/95  before  January. 

Other  records  (races  shown  where  known)  were:  Carmarthen:  9  at  Ginst  Point  on  Jan. 
5th,  34  on  Feb.  9th  and  28  flavirostris  from  Mar.  1  -3rd;  Pembroke:  4  at  the  Gann  on  Jan. 
16th  and  a  small  movement  involving  56  birds  through  the  county  during  Oct.  12-28th; 
Ceredigion:  2  flavirostris  at  Llandewi  Brefi  on  Dec.  3rd;  Brecon:  one  albifrons  at 
Llangorse  Lake  from  Mar.  12th  to  Apr.  1st;  Caernarfon:  one  at  Bardsey  on  Mar.  27th,  6  on 
Sept.  29th  and  5  on  Oct.  27th;  Anglesey:  2  albifrons  at  Llyn  Alaw  from  Jan.  7-Feb.  17th,  2 
at  Llyn  Padrig  on  Jan.  16th,  2  at  Llyn  Traffwll  on  22nd  and  3  on  28th  and  one  at  Llyn  Alaw 
on  Oct.  28th  and  4  from  Nov.  28th  to  Dec.  1 8th. 

GREYLAG  GOOSE  A.  anser  GWYDD  WYLLT 

Feral  populations  are  well  established  in  Wales  and  breed.  The  main  flocks  recorded  were 
max.  of  91  at  Roath  Park  Glamorgan  and  47  at  Ginst  Point  Carmarthen  in  January  and  53 
at  the  latter  in  September,  48  at  Llyn  Fanod  Ceredigion  on  Jan.  21st  and  55  on  Oct.  30th, 
and  48  at  Llyn  Eiddwen  on  Nov.  28th,  190  at  Aber  Ogwen  Caernarfon  on  Oct.  3rd  and,  in 
Clwyd,  42  at  Llyweni  Hall  on  May  8th  and  100  on  R.  Clwyd  at  Denbigh  on  July  27th. 

CANADA  GOOSE  Branta  canadensis  GWYDD  CANADA 

Monthly  max.  for  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

-  216  - 

293 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

260 

453 

Ill 

356 

420 

520 

463 

507 

Brecon  Llangorse  Lake 

260 

230 

88 

12 

20 

155 

450 

460 

Clwyd  CQ/O'Holt 

212 

10 

180 

100 

298 

330 

There  was  also  a  max.  of  300+  at  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas  Montgomery  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

BARNACLE  GOOSE  B.  leucopsis*  GWYDD  WYRAN 

All  records  were:  Pembroke:  singles  at  Strumble  Head  on  Apr.  2nd  and  at  the  Nevem  Est. 
from  Oct.  21 -30th;  Ceredigion:  up  to  17  in  the  Dyfi  Est.  from  Jan.  1st  -  Feb.  1 1th,  12  there 
on  July  22nd  and  present  to  the  end  of  the  year  with  a  max.  of  21  on  Dec.  6th;  Brecon:  one 
at  Llangorse  Lake  from  Jan.  16th-Feb.  20th;  Radnor:  16  at  Colva  at  the  end  of  the  year; 
Clwyd:  one  at  Glan-y-Wern  on  Feb.  27th  with  feral  Greylags.  As  feral  birds  increasingly 
occur  the  true  status  of  all  these  records  must  be  doubtful. 

BRENT  GOOSE  B.  bernicla  GWYDD  DDU 

Monthly  totals  in  the  main  site,  the  Burry  Inlet  Glamorgan,  ,  together  with  corrected  totals 
for  1993,  were: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

835 

990 

955 

15 

10 

685 

955 

995 

825 

1165 

855 

10 

30 

455 

690 

930 

1993 

1994 
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Elsewhere  a  scatter  of  small  flocks  around  the  coast,  max.  47  in  the  Menai  Strait 
Caernarfon  on  Dec.  31st.  Birds  were  recorded  until  Apr.  26th  and  from  Sept.  15th,  but 
there  were  up  to  1 1  feral  birds  at  Ynyshir  Ceredigion  from  May  to  August  and  one  at  Nash 
Point  Glamorgan  in  July.  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

be  mi  cl  a 

5 

13 

3 

10 

0 

22 

21 

29 

32 

hr  ota 

12 

1 

13 

0 

0 

0 

3 

2 

1 1 

race  unknown 

68 

6 

13 

7 

1 

0 

53 

24 

98 

Inland  singles  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  from  Jan.  2- 16th  and  on  Nov.  12th,  with  3  on  19th 
and  one  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  Gwent  on  Oct.  27th. 

SHELDUCK  Tadorna  tadorna  HWYADEN  YR  EITHIN 

1993:  The  correct  figures  for  Burry  (S)  Glamorgan  were: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

1210 

765 

800 

245 

105 

125 

65 

10 

3 

280 

520 

770 

1994:  Present  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  but  monthly  max.  at 

the 

main 

sites  (holding  counts  of 

400  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available: 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  PW/St.  Brides 

370 

400 

200 

300 

26 

20 

95 

10 

30 

120 

500 

150 

Glamorgan  Rhymney  Est.  547 

922 

308 

223 

96 

- 

15 

0 

- 

- 

900 

550 

Burry  (S) 

860 

860 

805 

340 

40 

55 

75 

5 

50 

185 

591 

721 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

520 

500 

232 

203 

169 

170 

78 

29 

47 

132 

168 

243 

T/T/G 

252 

382 

427 

224 

202 

269 

93 

35 

14 

20 

376 

317 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est 

877 

622 

698 

3 

0 

123 

359 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

149 

420 

368 

278 

373 

261 

118 

91 

14 

14 

40 

86 

Clwyd  PoA 

214 

213 

150 

81 

380 

921 

850 

73 

800 

1316 

683 

361 

There  were  also  1000  along  the  Cardiff  foreshore  Glamorgan  on  Dec.  7th. 

It  was  a  poor  breeding  season  in  the  Burry  Inlet  Glamorgan  but  a  survey  of  the  Cleddau 
Est.  Pembroke  found  a  total  of  64  ducklings,  together  with  a  brood  of  7  at  Westfield  Pill; 
there  were  also  2  broods  totalling  14  young  in  the  Nevem  Est.  In  July  a  total  of  53  young 
found  in  the  Dyfi  Est.  Ceredigion. 

WIGEON  Anas  penelope  CHWIWELL 

1993:  The  correct  figures  for  Burry  (S)  Glamorgan  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

2370  520  115  400  1065  835  660 

1994:  The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  200  at  least  once)  are 


tabulated  as  available: 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  Llandegfedd  Res. 

458 

500 

175 

20 

118 

154 

150 

Glamorgan  Burry  (S) 

1510 

480 

175 

595 

1305 

1724 

3140 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

810 

810 

569 

430 

585 

707 

628 

T/T/G 

238 

229 

97 

39 

33 

367 

1050 

Dryslwyn 

500 

600 

400 

100 

250 

300 

Dinefwr  Ponds 

200 

100 

50 

70 

200 

200 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

1867 

990 

457 

271 

2077 

2403 

Ceredigion  Teifi  Est. 

182 

135 

32 

204 

203 

180 

Dyfi  Est. 

2140 

1625 

94 

180 

1541 

3007 

3665 

Radnor  Pwll  Patti 

160 

115 

270 

15 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Meirionnydd  D/Glas 

1385 

1003 

324 

150 

580 

554 

1786 

Dysynni 

1600 

300 

7 

300 

350 

90 

Artro 

188 

230 

346 

Mawddach 

378 

250 

15 

2 

232 

Anglesey  Llyn  Alaw 

435 

457 

304 

Clwyd  Clwyd  Est. 

146 

134 

170 

28 

83 

320 

360 

There  were  also  250  at  Undy  Gwent  in  October,  600  at  Traeth  Lafan  Caernarfon  on  Dec. 
1st  and  600  at  the  Braint  Est.  Anglesey  on  3rd.  One  summered  on  the  Dysynni 
Meirionnydd  and,  in  Anglesey,  2  summered  on  Llyn  Coron,  with  3  on  May  18th,  and  one 
on  Llyn  Traffwll  on  June  27th  and  July  26th. 

GAD  WALL  A.  strepera  HWYADEN  LWYD 

In  Anglesey  2  nests  found  at  Llyn  Alaw  and  22  birds  at  Llyn  Traffwll  on  June  16th.  A  pair 
bred  at  Machynys  Pond  Carmarthen,  rearing  7  young.  As  usual  small  wintering  or  passage 
groups  recorded  throughout  Wales,  with  records  from  every  county  except  Radnor  and 
Montgomery.  The  most  important  site  may  be  Kenfig  Pool  Glamorgan,  where  there  were 
max.  of  Jan.  (43),  Leb.  (47),  Mar.  (26),  Sept.  (13),  Oct.  (16),  Nov.  (35)  and  Dec.  (38). 
Elsewhere  flocks  of  10  or  more  noted  in  Glamorgan  at  Hensol  Lake,  with  max.  of  19  on 
Leb.  16th,  and  Margam  Park,  with  max.  of  10  in  January  and  12  on  Dec.  11th,  in 
Carmarthen,  with  max.  of  28  at  Penclacwydd  in  October  and  of  26  at  Machynys  Pond  in 
January  and  28  in  November,  and  in  Pembroke,  with  a  max.  of  15  at  Herbrandston  on  Dec. 
13th. 

TEAL  A.  creccci  CORHWYADEN 

1993:  The  correct  figures  for  Burry  (S)  Glamorgan  were: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

315 

130 

5 

25 

255 

240 

40 

1994:  The  monthly  max. 

at  the  main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  200  at  least  once)  are 

tabulated  as  available: 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  PW/St.  Brides 

700 

370 

225 

310 

480 

500 

500 

Goldcliff/Uskmouth 

700 

30 

60 

40 

250 

400 

Llandegfedd  Res. 

275 

155 

30 

16 

60 

43 

200 

Glamorgan  Taff/Ely  Est. 

395 

61 

166 

2 

- 

150 

91 

Burry  (S) 

205 

125 

55 

30 

35 

155 

505 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

497 

32 

24 

111 

118 

463 

156 

T/T/G 

148 

66 

54 

68 

231 

195 

102 

Dryslwyn 

90 

170 

65 

80 

50 

450 

Witchett  Pool 

250 

150 

50 

44 

80 

100 

250 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

1787 

1055 

699 

41 

193 

959 

885 

Marloes  Mere 

200 

200 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

280 

223 

20 

180 

164 

210 

307 

Teifi  Est. 

267 

245 

110 

25 

69 

48 

143  - 

Cors  Caron 

320 

140 

315 

290 

Meirionnydd  D/Glas. 

161 

185 

39 

2 

45 

26 

576 

Anglesey  Llyn  Alaw 

409 

410 

253 

Clwyd  CQ/O’Holt 

500 

100 

69 

250 

800 

1000 

180 

No  significant  breeding  records  received. 


16 


MALLARD  A.  platyrhynchos  HWYADEN  WYLLT 

Winter  flocks  of  this  common  resident  and  winter  visitor  were  widespread  throughout 
Wales.  Monthly  max.  for  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  500  at  least  once)  are  tabulated 
as  available: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  PW 

250 

100 

650 

650 

500 

500 

Carmarthen  T/T/G 

285 

198 

27 

820 

277 

602 

906 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

598 

372 

143 

689 

913 

808 

346 

Meirionnydd  D/Glas. 

853 

324 

66 

89 

198 

180 

548 

Clwyd  Clwyd  Est. 

3 

104 

64 

518 

536 

218 

180 

PoA 

364 

152 

33 

535 

519 

262 

190 

PINTAIL  A.  acuta 

HWYADEN  LOSTFAIN 

1993:  the  correct  figures  for  Burry  (S)  Glamorgan  were 

• 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

1085 

1090 

20 

185 

270 

1005 

1180 

1994:  The  monthly  max. 

at  the  main  wintering 

sites  (holding 

counts  of  100  at  least  once)  are 

tabulated  as  available: 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Rhymney  Est. 

251 

292 

10 

22 

4 

330 

325 

Burry  (S) 

1800 

585 

115 

85 

285 

1820 

1300 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

716 

192 

40 

122 

95 

369 

362 

T/T/G 

120 

88 

46 

20 

4 

28 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

50 

140 

4 

3 

57 

85 

187 

Meirionnydd  D/Glas. 

222 

124 

6 

9 

18 

20 

130 

Clwyd  PoA 

263 

245 

22 

199 

410 

300 

In  addition  there  were  200  at  Malltraeth  Anglesey  on  Feb.  9th  and  1500  at  CQ/O'Holt 
Clwyd  in  October.  In  Pembroke  4-5  pairs  bred  on  Skomer,  7  young  fledging.  No  evidence 
of  breeding  elsewhere,  although  there  were  summer  records  from  3  sites  in  Anglesey. 


GARGANE Y  A.  querquedula  *  HWYADEN  ADDFAIN 

A  total  of  21  altogether,  in  Glamorgan  (5),  Carmarthen  (3),  Pembroke  (4),  Ceredigion 
(5)  and  Anglesey  (4).  There  were  13  in  spring  between  Mar.  31st  and  June  11th  and  8  in 
autumn  between  Aug.  4th  and  Oct.  23rd.  Monthly  totals  were: 


Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

2 

4 

5 

2 

0 

6 

0 

2 

SHOVELERA.  clypeata 

HWYADEN  LYDANBIG 

1993:  The  correct  figures  for  Burry  (S)  Glamorgan  were: 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

225 

80 

3 

5 

115 

250 

205 

1994:  Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  100  at  least  once)  are 

tabulated  as  available: 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  PW 

98 

24 

6 

15 

51 

71 

80 

Glamorgan  Burry  (S) 

165 

60 

2 

15 

120 

205 

280 

Carmarthen  Penclacwydd 

123 

132 

46 

49 

143 

163 

216 

Clwyd  Shotton  Lagoons 

43 

34 

20 

2 

70 

154 

Small  groups  were  quite  widely  distributed  elsewhere. 
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Breeding  season  records  came  from  Pembroke,  with  2-4  pairs  breeding  on  Skomer  and  3 
pairs  at  Skokholm.  none  successfully  although  all  hatched  ducklings,  and  3  pairs  summering 
at  Marloes  Mere,  and  Ceredigion,  where  a  pair  bred  at  Aberleri,  2  pulli  being  seen  on  June 
27th,  and  2  possibly  did  so  at  Cors  Fochno;  there  were  3  males  and  2  females  at  the  former 
site  in  May. 

RED-CRESTED  POCHARD  Netta  rufina*  HWYADEN  GRIBGOCH 

One  at  Witchett  Pool  Carmarthen  on  Aug.  15th. 

POCHARD  Aythyaferina  HWYADEN  BENGOCH 

Small  groups  winter  on  many  Welsh  waters  but  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering 
sites  (holding  counts  of  100  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  PW 

100 

250 

73 

14 

50 

171 

Glamorgan  Rhymney  Est. 

110 

25 

200 

25 

Cosmeston  Lakes 

103 

66 

22 

77 

80 

Kenfig  Pool 

53 

20 

20 

150 

58 

64 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

239 

280 

185 

140 

230 

160 

Fendrod  Lake 

90 

10 

90 

148 

205 

Brecon  Llansorse  Lake 

110 

128 

35 

310 

201 

400 

Talybont  Res. 

16 

55 

3 

120 

240 

12 

There  were  also  101  on  the  Usk  Res.  Brecon/Carmarthen  in  November  and  122  at  Llyn 
Rhosrhydd  Ceredigion  on  Dec.  21st. 

Bred  in  3  counties:  3  females  were  seen  with  young  on  Roath  Park  Lake  Glamorgan  in 
May;  in  Carmarthen  a  pair  had  6  young  on  Machynys  Pond  and  2  pairs  reared  1 1  young  at 
Witchett  Pool;  in  Anglesey  bred  at  Llyn  Cefni  but  other  breeding  sites  not  reported  on. 

RING-NECKED  DUCK  A.  collaris*  HWYADEN  DORCHAG 

One  at  Mynachdy  Pond  Anglesey  on  May  16th. 

TUFTED  DUCK  A.  fuligula  HWYADEN  GOPOG 

Although  small  groups  winter  on  waters  throughout  Wales,  major  flocks  are  more  restricted 
and  monthly  max.  in  the  main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  100  at  least  once)  are 
tabulated  as  available;  the  flocks  at  Llyn  Alaw  are  of  national  importance: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  PW 

325 

270 

40 

58 

365 

253 

Glamorgan  Llanishen/Lisvane  Res. 

82 

73 

49 

256 

114 

144 

79 

284 

Kenfig  Pool 

65 

86 

58 

102 

80 

172 

64 

62 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

153 

140 

55 

14 

185 

259 

220 

96 

Brecon  Llangorse  Lake 

17 

32 

17 

2 

13 

62 

90 

100 

Anglesey  Llyn  Alaw 

700 

748 

232 

Rather  few  breeding  pairs  reported  but  in  Gwent  single  pairs  bred  in  3  sites,  2  successfully, 
a  pair  bred  at  Aberthaw  Glamorgan,  in  Carmarthen  a  total  of  6  pairs  bred  in  A  sites,  being 
seen  with  34  young  altogether,  a  pair  probably  bred  at  Llyn  Traeth  Bach  Brecon,  a  total  of  6 
pairs  reared  5  young  altogether  in  Montgomery  and  a  pair  had  4  young  at  the  Deeside 
Industrial  Park  Clwyd.  The  species  also  bred  at  Llyn  Alaw  Anglesey. 

SCAUP  A.  marila*  HWYADEN  BENDDU 

Present  offshore  in  all  coastal  counties  at  both  ends  of  the  year.  The  more  significant  flocks 
were  monthly  max.  in  the  Dwyryd/Glaslyn  Est.  Meirionnydd/Caernarfon  of  Jan.  (113), 
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Feb.  (96),  Mar.  (22)  and  Dec.  (40);  in  Glamorgan  58  (15  males)  off  Weobley  on  Mar.  2nd 
and  14  in  the  Rhymney  Est.  on  Apr.  14th;  24,  perhaps  some  of  the  Weobley  birds,  off  Burry 
Port  Carmarthen  on  the  19th;  35  at  PeterstoneAVentlooge  Gwent  during  March  and  14  on 
Apr.  6th;  13  off  Borth/Ynyslas  Ceredigion  on  Oct.  12th;  and  120  off  Rhyl  Clwyd  on  Nov. 
24th. 

On  inland  waters  in  Glamorgan  there  were  up  to  7  in  January,  2  in  February,  3  in 
March,  one  in  September,  2  in  October  and  3  in  December.  Similarly  in  Anglesey  there 
were  2  in  January,  one  in  February  and  March,  2  in  April,  5  in  November  and  one  in 
December. 

EIDER  Somateria  mollisima*  HWYADEN  FWYTHBLU 

Present  off  shore  throughout  the  year,  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  being: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 
Glamorgan  Burry  Inlet  70  65  35  20  25  10  10  15  45  40  60 

Meirionnydd  Dysynni  19  59  47  96  93  4  16  50  100  107 

There  were  also  34  in  the  Dwyryd/Glaslyn  Est.  Meirionnydd  in  February,  perhaps  some  of 
the  Dysynni  birds,  and  25  at  Aberdyfi  in  April  and  50  off  Wallog  Ceredigion  on  May  29th. 
Elsewhere  a  wide  scatter  of  singles  or  small  groups  totalling  no  more  than  56  altogether. 

LONG-TAILED  DUCK  Clangula  hy emails*  HWYADEN  GYNFFON  HIR 

Present  offshore  in  all  coastal  counties  and  recorded  in  every  month,  with  summer  records 
involving  one  or  two  birds  in  the  Dyfi  Est.  from  Ynyshir  Ceredigion  to  Morfa  Dyfi 
Montgomery  from  Apr.  4th  to  Nov.  6th,  a  pair  off  the  NW  Anglesey  coast  from  June  4th  to 
Aug.  6th  and  one  off  Cwm  Ivy  Glamorgan  on  June  24th.  The  only  party  of  more  than  5 
was  1 1  off  Pensarn  Clwyd  on  Jan.  18th  and  approximately  monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

19  8  8  5  1  5  3  4  2  4  6  7 

Inland  there  were  singles  at  Heathfield  GP  Pembroke  on  Jan.  4th  and  Llyn  Coron  Anglesey 
on  Dec.  23rd. 

COMMON  SCOTER  Melanitta  nigra  MOR-HWYADEN  DDU 

Monthly  max.  for  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available.  Counts  from  sites  on  Carmarthen 
Bay  (marked  *)  refer  to  the  same  population;  a  complete  count  in  the  Bay  from  Pendine  to 
Amroth  on  Dec.  21st  found  17,650  of  which  12,850  were  off  Marros,  Pendine.  In  Cardigan 
Bay  coordinated  counts  (see  under  Red-throated  Diver)  gave  totals  of  Feb.  4872,  Oct.  2705 
and  Nov.  3606  which  must  include  birds  listed  from  individual  sites  in  the  table. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Carmarthen 

Pendine* 
Cefn  Sidan* 

5000 

6500 

5400 

970 

3900 

650 

8000 

1600 

Pembroke 

Amroth* 

500 

200 

300 

3500 

12000 

Newgale 

Ceredigion 

220 

300 

400 

Borth/Ynyslas  150 

51 

85 

40 

1 

130 

300 

140 

269 

434 

220 

241 

Meirionnydd 

Aberdyfi 

400 

289 

50 

300 

30 

15 

12 

14 

50 

810 

600 

Mawddach  100  1023 

Artro  1242  792  613  590 
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Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

Meirionnydd/ 

Caernarfon 

D'Glas  1000  1548  500  268  200  21  780  1130 

In  Glamorgan  there  were  counts  of  752  W  off  Port  Eynon  Point  on  June  26th,  250  offshore 
there  on  Dec.  18th  and  a  max.  of  856  in  Rhossili  Bay  on  9th. 

Inland  singles  at  Llanishen/Lisvane  Res.  Glamorgan  on  Mar.  4th,  June  14th  and  Sept. 
10th  and  on  Llyn  Helyg  Clwyd  from  May  4- 15th,  15  on  Talybont  Res.  Brecon  on  June  25th 
and  2  on  Sept.  14th  and  19  on  Claerwen  Res.  Brecon/Radnor  on  Nov.  4th. 

SURF  SCOTER  M.  perspicillata  *  HWYADEN  YR  EWYN 

A  male  off  Amroth  Pembroke  from  Nov.  27th  to  Dec.  31st  and  3  males  off  Marros, 
Pendine,  Carmarthen  on  Dec.  23rd,  which  presumably  included  the  Amroth  bird. 

VELVET  SCOTER  M.  fusca  *  MOR-HWYADEN  Y  GOGLEDD 

As  usual  only  small  groups  recorded  offshore,  with  a  total  of  c.  107  altogether.  Birds  were 
seen  in  every  month  except  June  and  August  and  the  largest  parties  noted  were  8  females  off 
Port  Eynon  Point  Glamorgan  on  Dec.  1 8th,  up  to  7  birds  off  Amroth  Pembroke  from  Nov. 
16th  to  the  end  of  the  year,  up  to  5  off  Borth/Ynyslas  Ceredigion  from  Jan.  6-22nd,  19  in 
the  Dwyryd/Glaslyn  Est.  and  8  at  Aberdyfi  Meirionnydd  in  February,  5  flying  S  at  Bardsey 
Caernarfon  on  July  19th  and,  in  Clwyd,  13  off  Llandulas  on  Jan.  2nd  and  20  off  Pensam 
on  May  7th.  Inland  one  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  Glamorgan  from  Nov.  16th  to  the  end  of 
the  year.  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

31  32  4  3  21  0  6  0  2  2  10  18 

GOLDENEYE  Bucephala  clangula  HWYADEN  LYGAD-A  UR 

Singles  or  small  parties  occur  in  winter  on  many  inland  and  coastal  water  in  Wales  but  the 
monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  20  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 
available.  They  are  probably  very  incomplete: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Ogmore  Est. 

39 

34 

32 

- 

5 

28 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

29 

60 

53 

22 

42 

40 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

45 

28 

34 

0 

2 

14 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

18 

26 

11 

0 

7 

5 

Brecon  Talybont  Res. 

9 

20 

18 

5 

7 

13 

Meirionnydd  D/Glas. 

57 

27 

41 

6 

13 

14 

There  were  also  100+  in  the  Menai  Strait  off  Bangor  Caernarfon  on  Jan.  23rd  and,  in 
Anglesey,  there  were  20  at  Llyn  Alaw  on  Feb.  14th  and  39  at  Llyn  Traffwll  on  Apr.  10th;  a 
female  summered  there  from  June  4th  to  July  29th  and  there  was  one  at  Llyn  Alaw  on  July 
27th.  A  female  also  remained  in  Meirionnydd  until  mid  June. 

SMEW  Mergus  albellus*  LLEIAN  WEN 

Rather  more  than  in  recent  winters,  with  a  total  of  20-21  recorded,  9  in  the  early  months  up 
to  Apr.  9th  and  11-12  at  the  end  of  the  year  from  Nov.  19th,  in  Glamorgan  (12-13), 
Carmarthen  (1),  Brecon  (3),  Anglesey  (3)  and  Clwyd  (1).  The  Glamorgan  totals  may  be 
inflated  by  movements  between  Kenfig  Pool  and  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  Approximate 
monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  Nov.  Dec. 

7  4  4  1.5  8-9 
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HWYADEN  FRONGOCH 


RED-BREASTED  MERGANSER  M.  s err at  or 
1993:  The  correct  figures  for  Burry  (S)  Glamorgan  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

3  25  15  20  4  5  15  10 

1994:  Although  the  counts  received  are  probably  incomplete,  they  give  the  strong 
impression  of  low  numbers  wintering.  Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  are 
tabulated  as  available: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Burry  (S) 

5 

10 

25 

5 

1 

10 

10 

10 

Carmarthen  T/T/G 

35 

20 

29 

4 

18 

13 

4 

Pembroke  Amroth 

4 

5 

5 

11 

0 

12 

47 

Cleddau  Est. 

9 

6 

10 

0 

0 

0 

11 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

27 

17 

14 

51 

39 

34 

81 

63 

62 

34 

62 

30 

Meirionnydd  D'Glas 

22 

27 

45 

5 

10 

11 

4 

42 

22 

16 

Mawddach 

27 

9 

21 

39 

21 

33 

25 

16 

12 

2 

46 

Dysynni 

14 

14 

15 

13 

5 

54 

28 

18 

24 

8 

5 

Coordinated  counts  in 

Cardigan  Bay  (see  under  Red-throated  Diver 

for 

details)  also  gave 

totals  of  Feb.  (68),  Oct.  (92),  and  Nov.  (48),  which  probably  includes  counts  from  individual 
sites  listed  above.  In  Clwyd  there  were  40  off  Llandulas  on  Jan.  8th.  75  off  Colwyn  Bay  on 
11th  and  a  max.  of  37  at  Rhyl  Marine  Lake  on  Dec.  4th.  Few  breeding  data  received  but 
bred  at  the  Dyfi  Est.  and  probably  on  the  lower  R.  Ystwyth  Ceredigion  and  at  Morfa  Dyfi 
Montgomery.  A  pair  was  present  on  Talybont  Res.  Brecon  in  early  May  but  did  not  breed. 
On  July  14th  the  moulting  flock  off  Aber  Ogwen  Caernarfon  held  c.  329  birds. 

GOOSANDER  M.  merganser  HWYADEN  DDANHEDDOG 

Little  significant  information  about  wintering  numbers  received  but  in  Gwent  there  were 
max.  of  25  at  Garnlydan  Res.  during  January-March  and  20  in  November,  25  at  Bryn  Bach 
in  February  and  18  in  November  and  of  40  at  Llandegfedd  Res.,  in  March  and  33  in 
December;  there  were  also  max.  of  32  at  Talybont  Res.  Brecon  in  January  and  31  in 
November. 

Systematic  breeding  counts  received  were:  Glamorgan  (W):  3  pairs  bred  on  R.  Neath  at 
Rheola,  with  broods  of  9,  11  and  6,  and  probably  bred  on  R.  Tawe  at  Ynys  Meudwy; 
Carmarthen:  1 1  broods  noted  on  R.  Tywi  between  Llandovery  and  Nantgaredig  and  2  on 
R.  Cothi  at  Glanrannell;  Brecon:  a  total  of  13  pairs  located  on  Rs.  Wye,  Usk  and  Irfon  and 
one  at  Caban  Coch  Res.;  10  of  these  raised  young;  Montgomery:  5  breeding  pairs  on  Lake 
Vyrnwy;  broods  were  also  seen  at  Dolydd  Hafren  and  R.  Vyrnwy.  Elsewhere  breeding  was 
noted  on  the  R.  Teifi  Ceredigion  and  Dee  (brood  of  10)  and  Clwyd  (brood  of  9)  Clwyd. 

RUDDY  DUCK  Oxyura  jamaicensis*  HWYADEN  GOCH 

Breeding  records  came  only  from  Montgomery,  with  single  pairs  at  Lvmore  Pool  and 
Gyngrog  Flash,  and  Clwyd,  with  a  female  and  3  young  on  Llyn  Helyg  and  one  with  2  at  the 
Kimberley  Clark  plant  Flint.  But  no  breeding  counts  were  received  from  Anglesey. 

Substantial  winter  flocks  were  noted  in  Anglesey,  however,  with  82  at  Llyn  Alaw  on 
Jan.  7th,  90  at  Llyn  Traffwll  on  the  22nd,  22  at  Llyn  Penrhyn  on  Feb.  6th  and  91  at  Llyn 
Alaw  on  Dec.  4th.  Elsewhere  singles  or  small  groups  only  recorded  from  Gwent, 
Glamorgan,  Ceredigion,  Brecon  and  Clwyd.  with  7  at  Kenfig  Pool  Glamorgan  at  both 
ends  of  the  year  as  the  largest  parties. 
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HONEY  BUZZARD  Pei  ■nis  apivorus* 
Successful  breeding  again  occurred  in  Wales. 


BOD  YMEL 


RED  KITE  Milvus  milvus*  BARCUD 

The  spring  survey  found  c.  365  individuals,  an  increase  of  14%  compared  to  1993.  There 
were  136  territorial  pairs,  an  increase  of  20.  Breeding  was  proved  for  1 1 1  pairs,  of  which  70 
successfully  reared  99  young  altogether,  the  most  successful  year  on  record.  Probably  a  few 
breeding  attempts  were  undetected,  either  because  the  pairs  failed  early  or  because  they 
were  overlooked.  Cool  and  very  wet  conditions  in  late  March  and  April  delayed  breeding 
(amd  impeded  the  survey)  but  much  more  favourable  weather  after  mid  April  resulted  in  a 
reasonable  hatch  and  good  survival  of  young.  There  were  no  proven  egg  robberies  but  one 
nest  failed  due  to  rat  poison  and  2  full  grown  birds  were  poisoned  in  early  spring. 

Large  autumn  gatherings  included  up  to  30  birds  at  Llanybydder  Carmarthen  and  over 
60  at  the  feeding  station  at  Tregaron  Ceredigion.  A  new  feeding  station  at  Rhayader 
Radnor  attracted  up  to  15  birds  at  the  end  of  year.  Outside  the  breeding  range  about  6  birds 
were  noted  during  January  to  August.  Welsh  birds,  tagged  in  1993,  were  present  in 
Shropshire  and  Cheshire/Staffordshire  during  the  first  half  of  the  year  and  a  juvenile  from 
the  Scottish  re-introduction  scheme  spent  early  1994  in  Clwyd. 

MARSH  HARRIER  Circus  aeruginosus *  BOD  Y  GWERNI 

Recorded  in  every  month,  with  a  total  of  32  altogether,  in  Glamorgan  (4),  Carmarthen  (2), 
Pembroke  (8),  Ceredigion  (4),  Meirionnydd  (1),  Caernarfon  (3)  and  Anglesey  (c.  10). 
The  records  included  a  male  wintering  in  Anglesey  at  both  ends  of  the  year  and  one  at  the 
Gann/Marloes  Mere  area  Pembroke  in  late  December.  There  were  also  long-staying  birds 
in  2  areas  over  the  breeding  season.  Where  stated  the  records  referred  to  7  adult  males 
compared  to  22  female  types.  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

1  2  2  10  15  3  146122 
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HEN  HARRIER  C.  cyaneus*  BOD  TINWEN 

A  total  of  27  pairs  were  located  on  territory,  of  which  18  were  known  to  have  laid  but  only  7 
were  successful,  rearing  23  young  altogether.  Foxes  predated  many  nests  and  3  incubating 
females  but  the  cold,  wet  weather  and  low  prey  densities  also  contributed  to  the  poor 
productivity. 

Widely  recorded  outside  the  breeding  season  and  there  were  records  outside  the 
breeding  range  for  every  month.  An  absolute  min.  of  72  birds  was  involved  but  the  total  was 
probably  nearer  80  and  they  were  distributed  in  Glamorgan  (18),  Carmarthen  (10+), 
Pembroke  (13+),  Ceredigion  (10+),  Brecon  (4),  Radnor  (5),  Caernarfon  (3)  and 
Anglesey  (10-11).  Where  stated  1 1  birds  were  adult  males  and  28  ring-tails  but  there  was  no 
regional  difference  in  occurrence.  A  female  near  Penclawdd  Glamorgan  on  May  15th  had 
been  wing-tagged  in  north  Wales  in  1992.  The  largest  roost  was  a  max.  of  5  at  Dowrog 
Pembroke  in  December  but  there  were  also  up  to  4  at  Llanrhidian  Glamorgan  during 
January  to  March  and  similar  numbers  roosted  at  both  Cors  Caron  and  Cors  Fochno 
Ceredigion  in  the  winter  months.  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

26  24  21  10  8  3  2  2  2  18  19  21 

MONTAGU’S  HARRIER  C.  pygcirgus*  BOD  MONTAGU 

A  male  photographed  at  Fairwood  Common  Glamorgan  on  May  22nd  and  an  immature 
male  at  Cors  Fochno  Ceredigion  from  June  27th  to  July  2nd. 

GOSHAWK  Accipter  gentilis  GWALCH  MARTH 

No  breeding  census  done  but,  of  a  total  of  29  pairs  in  4  counties,  16  were  known  to  be 
successful,  9  rearing  a  total  of  14  young,  7  failed  and  the  result  for  6  was  unknown.  The 
Welsh  population  of  this  species  is  200-250  pairs.  See  also  note  on  p.82. 

BUZZARD  Buteo  buteo  BWNCATH 

Some  information  on  breeding  success  for  this  common  Welsh  raptor  came  from  Radnor, 
where  25  nests  monitored  had  an  average  c/s  of  1.56  and  an  average  fledged  b/s  of  0.84.  The 
species  continues  to  increase  steadily  in  Anglesey,  where  there  were  7  at  Mynydd  Bodafon 
on  Oct.  9th  and  birds  were  seen  regularly  in  9  sites.  In  Ceredigion  36+  were  taking  earth¬ 
worms  on  a  reseeded  ley  at  Llanwenog  on  Oct.  28th.  See  also  paper  on  p.69. 

OSPREY  Pandion  haliaetus *  GWALCH  Y  PISGOD 

A  total  of  27-30  recorded  in  Glamorgan  (4),  Carmarthen  (3),  Pembroke  (2),  Ceredigion 
(5),  Radnor  (3-6),  Montgomery  (2),  Caernarfon  (2),  Anglesey  (4)  and  Clwyd  (2).  Spring 
records  involved  9  birds  between  Mar.  21st  and  May  30th  and  autumn  records  18-21  birds 
between  July  10th  and  Oct.  15th.  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 


Mar.  Apr. 

May  June  July  Aug. 

Sept.  Oct. 

1  3 

6  0  4  7 

8  5 

KESTREL  Falco  tinnunculus 

CUDYLL  COCH 

Comparatively  little  breeding  information  recorded  for  this  widespread  but  not  particularly 
common  Welsh  raptor.  In  Glamorgan  (W)  recorded  at  30  localities,  with  breeding  proved 
at  9,  out  of  which  4  had  a  total  of  12  young;  in  Brecon  in  250  Km2  centred  on  Llanwrtyd 
Wells  only  5  out  of  20  sites  checked  were  occupied  and  only  one  pair  apparently  reared 
young  (2).  Elsewhere  in  the  county  1 1  pairs  were  proved  to  breed  but  only  6  were 
successful,  rearing  a  total  of  8+  young,  undoubtedly  the  worst  breeding  season  for  a  decade 
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or  more.  In  Montgomery  8  breeding  pairs  on  Lake  Vymwy  RSPB  Reserve  and,  in  Clwyd,  a 
total  of  17  nests  located  in  5  10-Km  squares. 

RED-FOOTED  FALCON  F.  vespertinus*  CUDYLL  TROEDGOCH 

1959:  A  male  at  Ramsey  Pembroke  on  May  24th.  an  old  record  which  has  only  recently 
been  submitted  to  and  accepted  by  Brit.  Birds. 

MERLIN  F.  columbarius  CUDYLL  BACH 

No  breeding  survey  was  undertaken  and  very  little  breeding  information  received.  However 
the  full  results  of  the  1993  survey  are  set  out  in  Williams,  I.  T.  &  Parr,  S.  J.  1995.  Breeding 
Merlins  Falco  columbarius  in  Wales  in  1993.  Welsh  Birds ,  1:  14-20.  One  systematic  count 
received  for  1994  was  of  6  pairs  at  Lake  Vyrnwy  RSPB  Reserve  Montgomery,  and  5  other 
pairs  were  reported  in  that  county.  Breeding  success  may  not  have  been  high:  of  10  pairs 
recorded  in  Ceredigion  and  Brecon  only  5  were  knowm  to  be  successful. 

Widely  reported  outside  the  breeding  season  and  range,  mainly  in  coastal  counties.  The 
species  is  almost  certainly  under-recorded  in  such  circumstances  but  the  records  suggest 
minimum  totals  of  55  in  the  early  months  and  65  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Birds  were  recorded 
in  every  month  and  the  table  below,  compiled  from  3  counties,  gives  some  idea  of  the 
pattern  of  occurrence: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

15  8  10  10  4  1  1  2  11  17  12  7 

HOBBY  F.  subbuteo*  HEBOG  YR  EHEDYDD 

Recorded  in  all  counties.  Undoubtedly  spreading  as  a  breeding  species  and  breeding  was 
recorded  in  Gwent,  Glamorgan  (the  first  proved  instance  since  1897),  Radnor, 
Montgomery  and  Clwyd,  involving  9  pairs,  a  high  proportion  of  which  were  successful;  3 
pairs  in  Gwent  reared  a  total  of  6  young.  Breeding  may  also  have  occurred  at  2  other  sites 
there  and  in  Brecon. 

Widely  recorded  on  passage  or  as  non-breeders  between  Apr.  17th  and  Nov.  6th.  when 
there  was  a  very  late  bird  at  Llanrhidian  Marsh  Glamorgan.  Outside  Gwent  approximate 
monthly  totals  were: 

Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov. 

4  3  1  4  9  9  2  1 

PEREGRINE  F.  peregrinus *  HEBOG  TRAMOR 

No  complete  survey  of  the  breeding  population,  currently  c.  300  pairs,  made  but  breeding 
data  received  as  follows:  Gwent:  8  sites  were  checked  and,  at  6,  5  pairs  failed  and  one 
raised  one  young;  3  nests  were  destroyed  before  hatching  and  one  when  with  young; 
Glamorgan:  a  minimum  of  14  pairs.  Where  breeding  results  recorded  8  pairs  raised  22 
young  in  total  and  2  apparently  failed;  Pembroke:  33-34  territories  occupied.  Breeding  was 
attempted  in  18-23  of  these  and  16  pairs  successfully  raised  30  young  in  total;  Ceredigion: 
an  incomplete  survey  found  15  pairs.  Of  results  known  3  failed  and  7  reared  14  young  (2 
broods  of  one,  3  of  2  and  2  of  3);  Brecon:  16  pairs  on  territory;  10  successful  pairs  raised  a 
minimum  total  of  25  young,  3  pairs  failed  and  no  result  knowm  for  3;  Montgomery:  13  pairs 
known  to  have  bred.  A  pair  raised  one  young  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon. 

In  Swansea  Glamorgan  3  birds  were  found  poisoned  by  prey  or  bait  being  ‘spiked' 
with  2arden  chemicals;  one  recovered. 
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BLACK  GROUSE  Tetrcio  tetrix*  GRUGIAR  DDU 

In  the  Berwyn  Mountain  a  survey  recorded  33  males,  a  decline  of  53%  since  1992  and  of 
77%  since  1988,  when  there  were  144.  In  Clwyd  8  males  and  4  females  at  a  lek  at  Pendinas 
on  Apr.  18th  and  one  male  at  lek  at  Llantysilio.  This  species  was  the  subject  of  a  full  survey 
in  Wales  in  1995,  which  will  be  reported  in  Welsh  Birds  in  June  1996. 

GREY  PARTRIDGE  Perdix perdix*  PETRISEN 

The  few  records  received  for  this  disappearing  species  were:  Gwent:  pairs  noted  in  1 1  sites, 
usually  singly  but  3  at  Uskmouth  ashponds  and  4  at  Llangybi;  Glamorgan  (S  &  M):  still 
declining,  with  breeding  proved  or  suspected  at  9  sites,  mainly  along  the  coast  from 
Aberthaw  to  Kenfig;  the  best  coveys  seen  were  11  at  Sker  on  Jan.  29th,  10  at  Aberthaw  on 
Sept.  11th  and  8  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  Dec.  2nd;  Brecon:  noted  in  only  2  sites,  with  a  covey  of 
9  at  Pennorth  on  Sept.  26th;  Montgomery:  pairs  noted  at  Dolydd  Hafren  and  Guilsfield; 
Anglesey:  recorded  in  7  sites,  including  a  covey  of  8  at  Llyn  Traffwll  on  Nov.  6th. 

QUAIL  Coturnix  coturnix*  SOFLIAR 

A  wide  scatter  of  birds,  mainly  heard,  during  the  period  May  13th  to  Sept.  15th  and  an 
exceptional  record  of  one  picked  up  and  taken  into  care  at  Barmouth  Meirionnydd  on  Dec. 
6th.  In  Anglesey  long-staying  birds  were  noted  in  the  Newborough  Warren  area,  with  2 
from  May  29th  to  June  29th,  and  at  Mynydd  Bodafon,  with  one  from  June  29th  to  July  18th. 
There  were  also  4  or  more  at  Newton  Farm  Scurlage  Glamorgan  on  July  20th,  4-5  calling 
and  seen  near  Rhyl  Clwyd  between  19th  and  24th  and  3  calling  at  Abermawr  Pembroke  on 
Aug.  10th.  In  total  c.  30  were  recorded  in  Gwent  (1),  Glamorgan  (5  or  more),  Carmarthen 
(2),  Pembroke  (6),  Ceredigion  (1),  Brecon  (3),  Meirionnydd  (1)  Caernarfon  (1), 
Anglesey  (5)  and  Clwyd  (4-5).  Where  habitats  were  recorded  5  were  in  standing  cereals, 
one  in  grass  moorland  and  4  in  hay. 

WATER  RAIL  Rallus  aquaticus  RHEGEN  Y  D&R 

Breeding  season  records  were  received  as  follows:  Gwent:  present  at  Uskmouth; 
Glamorgan:  pairs  bred  at  Hensol  Lake  and  Pany  y  Sais  Fen,  3  territories  at  Kenfig  Pool  and 
present  in  the  breeding  season  at  Nelson  and  Crymlyn  Bogs;  Pembroke:  2  pairs  almost 
certainly  bred  on  Skomer;  Ceredigion:  5+  pairs  believed  breeding  at  the  Teifi  Marshes  and 
a  pair  bred  at  Ynyshir;  Brecon:  breeding  proved  at  Mynydd  Illtyd,  and  Llangorse  Lake 
where  there  were  2  territories,  and  present  at  Caer  Beds  Lake  in  June;  Radnor:  bred  at 
Pentrosfa  and  Rhosgoch  and  probably  near  Newbridge;  Anglesey:  bred  at  Cors  Erddreiniog 
and  probably  at  Cors  Goch  and  Llyn  Alaw.  Again  these  records  must  underestimate 
numbers. 

CORNCRAKE  Crex  crex*  RHEGEN  YR  YD 

1993:  One  was  heard  calling  on  several  evenings  in  late  spring  near  Llandewi  Brefi 

Ceredigion. 

1994:  In  Pembroke  birds  were  heard  calling  at  2  sites  suitable  for  nesting  during  April  and 
May  but  breeding  was  not  proved;  one  pair  almost  certainly  bred  at  one  site  in  Anglesey  and 
a  bird  was  noted  in  another  on  June  27th.  No  passage  records  received. 

COOT  Fulica  atrci  CWTIAR 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  100  at  least  once)  are 
tabulated  as  available.  They  are  still  incomplete: 
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Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  Ynysyfro  Res. 

191 

82 

50 

129 

147 

218 

200 

Glamorgan  Llanishen/Lisvane  Res. 

247 

116 

140 

166 

162 

172 

Kenfig  Pool 

224 

200 

86 

166 

180 

260 

261 

Carmarthen  Machynys  Pond 

95 

75 

39 

116 

150 

146 

137 

Brecon  Llangorse  Lake 

150 

143 

77 

330 

335 

300 

252 

Meirionnydd  Llyn  Mwyngil 

120 

80 

196 

There  were  also  counts  in  Anglesey  of  215  on  Cefni  Res.  on  Nov.  9th  and  253  on  Llyn 
Maelog  on  Dec.  6th  and,  in  Clwyd.  there  were  130  on  the  Deeside  Industrial  Park  lake  on 
Jan.  17th. 

Of  34  nesting  attempts  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  Gwent  half  failed  due  to  varying  water 
levels  but  a  total  of  85  young  still  reared.  A  breeding  census  of  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon 
found  31  pairs,  of  which  15  failed  and  16  reared  22  young,  a  rather  better  result  than  in 
1993.  Elsewhere  in  the  county  a  complete  census  found  28  pairs,  6  failing  and  22  rearing  a 
total  of  42  young,  a  significantly  better  success  rate.  In  Ceredigion  a  decline  in  the  breeding 
population  at  Ynyshir,  possibly  due  to  predation  by  Mink  Mustela  vison. 

OYSTERCATCHER  Hciematopus  ostralegus  PIODEN  Y  MOR 

1993:  the  correct  figures  for  Burry  (S)  Glamorgan  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

8155  9710  1780  325  2120  1255  1715  9000  13000  18000  12000  10360 


1994:  Sizeable  flocks  of  this  species  occur  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  and  the  monthly  max.  for 
the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  1000  at  least  once)  were: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  B '  pill 

2670 

1840 

1060 

305 

209 

142 

290 

1350 

1824 

2230 

2600 

2610 

Burry  (S) 

7190 

9055 

5090 

905 

485 

705 

1990 

5945 

7945 

9075 

10145  12080 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N)  1 102 

450 

331 

118 

2021 

102 

127 

1436 

T/T/G 

2857 

5224 

3030 

2117 

1214 

180 

848 

5090 

3969 

3571 

4187 

5083 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

893 

789 

350 

454 

9 

257 

234 

1085 

1143 

808 

1030 

204 

Meirionnydd  D/Glas 

875 

968 

515 

209 

110 

48 

415 

166 

558 

1291 

Clwyd  Clwyd  Est. 

200 

266 

65 

70 

56 

18 

9 

1000 

370 

226 

441 

158 

PoA 

12750 

14420 

7500 

2000 

1300 

975 

4966 

12446  20920  13060  17160  14609 

CQ/O'holt 

80 

90 

250 

400 

400 

340 

62 

1700 

1500 

1000 

320 

180 

Systematic  counts  of  breeding  pairs  were:  Pembroke:  Ramsey  25-27,  with  a  high  loss  of 
chicks  to  Buzzard  predation,  Skomer  108  pairs  on  territory,  Skokholm  52  pairs  on  territory 
and  at  least  19  young  reared.  No  mainland  counts;  Caernarfon:  78  pairs  held  territory  at 
Bardsey.  A  single  pair  held  territory  at  Sker  Glamorgan  (S  &  M)  but  none,  elsewhere. 
Inland  a  pair  reared  2  young  on  R.  Wye  at  Glasbury  Brecon,  pairs  bred  at  Dolydd  Hafren  (2 
clutches  failed)  and  on  R.  Vymwy  at  Meifod  Montgomery;  4  nests  at  Llyn  Alaw  Anglesey. 

STONE  CURLEW  Burhinus  oedicnemus *  RHEDWR  Y  MOELYDD 

1991:  One  on  Fairboume  beach  Meirionnydd  on  May  14th. 

LITTLE  RINGED  PLOVER  Charadrius  dubius*  CWTIAD  TORCHOG  BACH 

Recorded  from  Mar.  30th  to  Aug.  23rd.  Breeding  records  received  were:  Carmarthen:  31- 
32  pairs  bred  on  R.  Tywi  and  5  on  R.  Cothi;  20  chicks  were  seen  and  at  least  8  known  to 

have  been  reared.  A  pair  also  held  territory  at  the  disused  Cynheidre  Colliery,  the  first  away 

_  !» 

from  the  Tywi  valley  although  breeding  was  not  proved;  Brecon/Radnor:  3  pairs  bred  on 
R.  Wye  at  Glasbury,  2  on  the  Brecon  side  and  one  in  Radnor,  4  young  reared  altogether; 
Montgomery:  3  pairs  fledged  6  young  at  Dolydd  Hafren  and  one  bred  at  Leighton  with 
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unknown  success;  Clwyd:  single  pairs  reared  one  young  at  Shotton  Lagoons,  failed  at  a  site 
on  R.  Dee  and  held  territory  at  Gronant. 

RINGED  PLOVER  C.  hiaticula  CWTIAD  TORCHOG 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  100  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 
available: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent 

St.  Brides/Uskmouth 

20 

20 

14 

64 

6 

255 

21 

1 

Goldcliff/Redwick 

2 

2 

8 

11 

1 

100 

52 

20 

22 

Glamorgan 

Blackpill 

326 

200 

20 

6 

5 

2 

4 

204 

268 

306 

170 

267 

Carmarthen  T/T/G 

83 

198 

24 

20 

114 

46 

26 

106 

41 

26 

70 

236 

Clwvd  PoA 

3 

28 

16 

28 

4 

4 

39 

330 

84 

10 

15 

8 

Smaller  groups  were  failry  widespread.  A  marked  spring  passage  through  the  Dyfi  Est. 
Ceredigion  with  max.  of  240  at  Ynyshir  on  May  17th,  160  at  Ynyslas  on  23rd  and  90  there 
on  25th. 

Breeding  records  were  received  as  follows:  Gwent:  a  pair  bred  but  failed  at  Goldcliff, 
the  first  breeding  record  since  1984;  Glamorgan:  5  pairs  bred,  with  very  poor  success,  at 
Kenfig,  3  pairs  bred  at  Whiteford  Point  and  2  at  Port  Talbot  harbour;  4  other  pairs  present  at 
3  sites;  Carmarthen:  a  pair  with  4  young  at  Cefn  Padrig,  5-6  pairs  with  10-12  young  at 
Burry  Port  power  station  and  a  min.  of  12  pairs  at  Ginst  Point  and  Pendine  sands  with  14 
young  in  June;  single  pairs  present  at  2  more  sites;  Ceredigion:  pairs  bred  at  Borth,  Ynyslas 
and,  for  the  first  time  in  20  years,  at  Tan  y  Bwlch  Aberystwyth.  Inland  in  Brecon  one  or  two 
birds  present  on  R.  Wye  at  Glasbury  from  Apr.  30th  to  May  22nd  but  no  proof  of  breeding. 

KENTISH  PLOVER  C.  alexandrinus*  CWTIAD  CAINT 

1993:  One  at  Goldcliff  Pill  Gwent  on  Sept.  19th. 

1994:  A  female  at  Ynys  Feurig  Rhosneigr  Anglesey  on  May  13th. 

DOTTEREL  C.  morinellus  *  HUT  AN  Y  MYNYDD 

Rather  few  recorded  as  follows:  Carmarthen:  4  above  Llyn  y  Fan  Fach  on  May  1st  and  one 
on  2nd;  one  at  Tair  Carn  Isaf  on  Sept.  26th,  only  the  second  autumn  record  for  the  county; 
Ceredigion:  3  on  the  summit  of  Pumlumon  on  May  9th;  Brecon:  one  at  Allt  Du  on  Sept. 
11th;  Meirionnydd:  7  on  the  Migneint  on  May  1st  and  2  on  Cadair  Idris  on  Aug.  22nd; 
Anglesey:  singles  at  the  Range  South  Stack  on  May  15th  and  20-23rd. 

GOLDEN  PLOVER  Pluvialis  apricaria  CWTIAD  AUR 

1993:  The  correct  figures  for  Burry  (S)  Glamorgan  were: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

1994:  The  monthly  max. 

600  1190  320  130  135 

at  4  major  wintering  sites  are  tabulated: 

230 

1320 

585 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Sker/Kenfig 

280 

260 

230 

100 

150 

274 

1600 

350 

Burry  (S) 

2000 

1500 

530 

55 

580 

1750 

1950 

Carmarthen  Ginst  Point 
Ceredigion  Ynyslas 

5000 

7000 

300 

7000 

1400 

1700 

5000 

580 

7000 

720 

The  flocks  at  Ginst  Point  are  of  national  importance.  Elsewhere  flocks  of  up  to  400  were 
quite  widely  recorded  in  coastal  counties  but  larger  flocks  were  apparantly  confined  to 
Pembroke,  with  500  at  Carew  on  Jan.  6th,  1000  at  Angle  on  4th,  650  at  Castle  Morris  on 
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Nov.  15th,  700  on  St.  David’s  A/F  on  16th,  500  at  Marloes  Mere  on  Dec.  1st  and  1200  at 
Roch  on  25th.  In  inland  counties  the  only  flocks  reported  were  in  Brecon,  with  60+  on 
Llandefalle  Hill  on  Apr.  16th  and  300  on  Mynydd  Epynt  on  Nov.  5th  and  6th. 

A  breeding  survey  of  Mynydd  Hiraethog  Clwyd  showed  an  83%  decline,  from  46  pairs 
in  1977  to  8  in  1994.  Elsewhere  very  little  information  but  12  with  young  on  Pumlumon 
Ceredigion  and  7  breeding  territories  located  on  Drygam  Fawr  Brecon,  the  only  breeding 
birds  known  to  persist  in  the  county.  Interestingly  there  were  12  on  the  summit  of  Garnedd 
Goch  Caernarfon  (701m)  on  Jan.  1st  and  24  on  7th. 


GREY  PLOVER  P.  squatarola  CWTIAD  LLWYD 

1993:  The  correct  figures  for  Burry  (S)  Glamorgan  were: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr 

.  May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

495 

830 

185 

5 

5 

90 

255 

600 

305 

530 

1994:  The  monthly  max.  at  the  main 

sites  (holding 

counts  of  75 

at  least  once)  are  tabulated 

as  available: 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr 

.  May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  PW 
Glamorgan 

100 

40 

20 

14 

3 

2 

10 

31 

61 

Burry  (S) 

455 

489 

405 

25 

45 

125 

390 

295 

270 

Carmarthen 

T/T/G 

70 

81 

67 

31 

34 

11 

45 

Clwyd  PoA 

64 

81 

10 

7 

16 

27 

100 

80 

There  were  also  100  at  Undy  Gwent  in  January.  These  sites  held  the  bulk  of  the  birds 
recorded.  Inland  a  w/p  adult  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  from  Apr.  10- 14th  and  one  at 
Glasbury  on  May  14th. 

LAPWING  Vanellus  vanellus  CORNCHWIGLEN 

1993:  Correct  figures  for  Burry  (S)  Glamorgan  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

2755  1840  2  30  35  1430  1000 


1994:  Regular  counts  at  7  major  wintering  sites  are  tabulated: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Burry  (S) 

3000 

4389 

240 

1 

210 

1310 

2800 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

620 

800 

352 

145 

210 

438 

1030 

T/T/G 

1594 

4985 

100 

120 

782 

1129 

10831 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

680 

276 

398 

1501 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

107 

324 

63 

315 

93 

1339 

1916 

Clwyd  Clwyd  Est. 

79 

2 

39 

538 

1200 

(1000 

CQ/O’holt 

2000 

740 

290 

1200 

1600 

2100 

Elsewhere  major  flocks  (500  or  more)  were  present  in  coastal  counties  in  Glamorgan,  with 
500  at  Kittle  on  Feb.  21st,  Pembroke,  with  1000  at  Marloes  Mere  on  Dec.  1st,  Ceredigion, 
with  c.1000  at  Penparc  Cardigan  on  Mar.  1st  and  c.2000  at  Tre’reddol  on  Dec.  1st, 
Meirionnydd,  with  472  in  the  Dwyryd/Glaslyn  Est.  and  550  on  the  Dysynni  in  December, 
Anglesey,  with  600  on  the  Braint  Est.  on  Nov.  26th  and  Clwyd,  with  a  max.  of  1200  on 
Shotwick  fields  on  Feb.  6th.  Smaller  flocks  were  fairly  widespread.  Only  moderate  flocks  in 
inland  counties  with,  in  Brecon,  up  to  56  in  the  Wye  valley  at  Glasbury  in  January  and  1 14 
at  Llyswen  on  Dec.  24th  and  50  at  Llangorse  Lake  in  February  and  March;  a  max.  of  80  at 
Dolydd  Hafren  Montgomery  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Breeding  counts  received  were:  Glamorgan:  a  total  of  55-56  pairs  bred  in  14  sites  and  pairs 
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present  in  8  others.  The  most  important  sites  were  Parc  Slip  West,  6  pairs,  Baglan  Moors,  6- 
8  pairs,  Maes  Marchog  Banwen,  10  pairs  and  on  the  northern  boundary  of  West  Glamorgan, 
12  pairs;  Pembroke:  Skomer  5  pairs,  Skokholm  8  and  Ramsey  26;  probably  no  longer 
breeds  on  the  mainland;  Ceredigion:  8  pairs  on  Ynyshir  RSPB  reserve,  4  at  Ystrad  Caron 
and  4  at  Esgair  Bog;  no  longer  breeds  south  of  a  line  from  Lampeter  to  Aberaeron;  Brecon: 
a  complete  survey  located  93-97  breeding  pairs;  Clwyd:  a  survey  of  Mynydd  Hiraethog 
found  20  pairs  breeding,  a  decline  of  55%  since  1977  when  there  were  45  and  there  were  at 
least  10  broods  on  Sandycroft  fields  on  May  8th. 

The  breeding  success  of  this  species  is  now  poor  and  the  table  below  summarises  some 
samples.  Where  studied,  the  major  cause  of  poor  breeding  success  has  been  found  to  be 
predation  of  nests  or  chicks,  mainly  by  corvids  or  foxes.  The  sample  represents  c.7%  of  the 
present  Welsh  population  and  the  overall  level  of  production  of  0.65  young/pair  indicated  by 
these  samples  is  well  below  that  required  to  maintain  the  population  (0.84). 

Breeding  success  of  Lapwings  in  Wales  in  13  sites  in  1994 


Count y 

Site 

No.  pairs  breeding 

Young  rai 

Glamorgan 

Parc  Slip  West 

6 

6 

Cwm  Bargoed 

4  nests 

0 

Carmarthen 

Witchett  Pool 

2 

7 

2  other  sites 

6 

2-3 

Pembroke 

Skomer 

5 

3 

Skokholm 

8 

0 

Ramsey 

26 

6-10 

Brecon/Radnor 

Llanwrthwl 

18 

2 

Caernarfon 

Aberconwy 

13 

4 

Bardsey 

6  nests 

2 

Clwyd 

Llyn  Helyg 

4-6 

12 

Shotton  Lagoons 

8  nests 

24 

Total 

106-108 

68-73 

These  records  included  a  bigamous  male  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon.  Elsewhere  in  Brecon 
breeding  success  was  also  known  to  be  better  at  Mynydd  Illtyd,  where  there  is  a  viable 
colony  of  some  10  pairs  and  in  the  Llyswen-Crickhowell  area,  where  the  birds  nested  on 
tillage;  this  area  now  holds  the  most  significant  population  in  that  county.  Interestingly  the 
birds  at  Llyn  Helyg  Clwyd  were  nesting  on  ‘set-aside’. 

KNOT  Calidris  canutus  PIBYDD  YR  ABER 

1993:  The  correct  figures  for  Burry  (S)  Glamorgan  were: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

910 

1270 

310 

4 

170 

50 

180 

1270 

420 

1994:  The  monthly  max 

..  at  the  main  sites  are 

tabulated  as 

available: 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  PW 

2000 

10 

50 

6 

3 

5 

10 

100 

10 

40 

St.  Brides/Uskmouth 

500 

6000 

1 

Glamorgan  Rhymney  Est. 

553 

600 

45 

8 

5 

9 

5000 

Taff/Ely  Est. 

1000 

3000 

Burry  (S) 

1920 

5600 

5980 

35 

500 

805 

2000 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

590 

3000 

3000 

12 

4 

6 

3 

3 

815 

2000 

Anglesey  Braint  Est. 

1000 

1000 

300 

Red  Wharf  Bay 

300 

400 

29 


Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 
ClwvdPoA  390  2730  375  30  1  19  634  350  5800  1400 

CQ/O'holt  3000  220  12  2000  500  800 

Only  small  groups  reported  elsewhere.  There  were  singles  inland  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 
Glamorgan  on  Aug.  28th,  Llandegfedd  Res.  Gwent  on  29th  and  Llyn  Alaw  Anglesey  on 
Sept.  10th. 

SANDERLING  C.  alba  PIBYDD  Y  TYWOD 


The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June  July  Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Sker/Kenfig 

7 

50 

148 

55 

110 

13 

2 

Blackpill 

190 

132 

11 

12 

32 

8 

25 

30 

46 

420 

Port  Talbot 

156 

20 

1 

3 

97 

172 

80 

Carmarthen  Cefn  Sidan 

398 

270 

118 

396 

281 

374 

In  Glamorgan  there  were  also  126  at  Swansea  Docks  on  Mar.  20th  and  190  on  Nov.  27th 
and  195  at  Jersey  Marine  on  Dec.  12th.  A  substantial  spring  movement  through  the  Dyfi  Est. 
Ceredigion  included  a  count  of  400  at  Ynyshir  on  May  17th. 

LITTLE  STINT  C.  minuta*  PIBYDD  BACH 

A  total  of  c.91  recorded  altogether,  9  in  spring  between  Mar.  14th  (in  the  Dyfi  Est. 
Ceredigion,  and  possibly  wintered)  and  June  20th  and  82  in  autumn  between  Aug.  3rd  and 
Oct.  22nd,  in  Gwent  (2),  Glamorgan  (42),  Carmarthen  (12),  Pembroke  (17),  Ceredigion 
(3),  Meirionnydd  (2),  Caernarfon  (1)  and  Anglesey  (c.ll).  The  Glamorgan  records 
included  a  flock  of  31  at  Llanrhidian  Pill  on  Oct.  22nd.  There  were  none  in  inland  counties. 
Monthly  totals  were: 

Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct. 

1  0  6  2  0  7  40  38 

PECTORAL  SANDPIPER  C.  melanotus*  PIBYDD  CAIN 

One  at  Malltraeth  Anglesey  from  Aug.  22nd  to  Sept.  7th. 

CURLEW  SANDPIPER  C.  ferruginect*  PIBYDD  CAMBIG 

A  total  of  c.90  recorded,  all  at  the  coast,  8  in  spring  between  May  3rd  and  20th  and  c.82  in 
autumn  between  July  24th  and  Oct.  16th,  in  Gwent  (8),  Glamorgan  (c.25),  Carmarthen 
(c.12).  Pembroke  (5),  Ceredigion  (2),  Meirionnydd  (2),  Caernarfon  (1),  Anglesey  (c.35) 


and  Clwyd  (2).  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

May  June  July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

8  0  6 

PURPLE  SANDPIPER  C.  maritima 

11 

57 

15 

PIBYDD  DU 

Widely  scattered  in  all  coastal  counties  at  both  ends  of  the  year,  usually  as  single  birds  or 
small  groups.  Groups  of  10  or  more  were  noted  as  follows:  Glamorgan:  12  at  Port  Eynon 
Point  on  Jan.  17th;  Pembroke:  21  at  Skomer  on  Mar.  10th  and  10  at  Ramsey  on  May  9th; 
Ceredigion:  present  at  Aberystwyth  to  May  13th  and  from  Sept.  18th,  with  max.  of  17  in 
March  and  20  in  December;  Caernarfon:  recorded  at  Bardsey  until  May  24th  and  from  July 
23rd,  with  max.  of  36  on  Mar.  28th  and  c.30  in  October;  Anglesey:  10  at  Rhosneigr  on  Feb. 
27th.  This  species  is  rarely  found  on  freshwater  sites  but  there  was  one  at  Llanishen  Res. 
Glamorgan  on  Apr.  27th. 
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PIBYDD  YMAWN 


DUNLIN  C.  alpina 

1993:  The  correct  figures  for  Burry  (S)  Glamorgan  were: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

5830 

9300 

1510 

25 

30 

50 

55 

2305 

5320 

8205 

12950 

1994:  Occurs  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  and  the  monthly 

max. 

at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts 

of  1000  at  least  once)  are  tabulated: 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent 

PW 

6000 

6000 

500 

250 

300 

4 

200 

75 

30 

500 

2000 

8000 

St.  Brides/Uskmouth 

750 

40 

23 

70 

2 

4 

52 

500 

5000 

6000 

Goldcliff/Redwick 

10000 

4000 

75 

238 

34 

1 

75 

220 

150 

220 

10000 

1 

Undy 

Glamorgan 

6000 

700 

30 

7 

23 

25 

200 

45 

Rhymney  Est. 

11110 

6200 

2200 

99 

8 

50 

100 

1500 

Taff/Ely  Est. 

5750 

5600 

2400 

2 

36 

43 

37 

2000 

1850 

B'piH 

2000 

1520 

773 

121 

110 

3 

75 

120 

201 

204 

1245 

2000 

Burry  (S) 

9740 

11970 

6500 

225 

75 

65 

400 

90 

810 

6260 

10905 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

2560 

1300 

1200 

80 

150 

61 

817 

211 

352 

731 

1114 

1644 

T/T/G 

2255 

3114 

300 

298 

354 

4 

600 

527 

1192 

1796 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

3050 

4160 

1120 

4197 

Meirionnydd  D'Glas. 

1102 

550 

128 

45 

6 

76 

230 

Clwyd  PoA 

963 

2143 

180 

200 

300 

535 

1350 

580 

605 

4500 

5300 

CQ/O’holt 

5000 

4500 

120 

5 

200 

15 

1000 

520 

1500 

There  were  also  10,000  along  the  Cardiff  foreshore  Glamorgan  on  Dec.  7th.  On  spring 
passage  there  was  a  max.  of  1500  at  Ynyshir  Ceredigion  on  May  17th  (see  also  other  wader 
species).  The  only  breeding  report  received  was  of  3  pairs  at  Pwll  Gwy-rhoc  Brecon. 

RUFF-BREASTED  SANDPIPER  Tryngites  subruficollis*  PIBYDD  BRONLLWYD 

A  juvenile  at  Dale  A/F  Pembroke  from  Sept.  5- 13th  and  one  at  Point  of  Ayr  Clwyd  on  9th. 

RUFF  Philomachus  pugnax*  PIBYDD  TORCHOG 

Recorded  in  every  month,  with  a  min.  total  of  263-273  birds,  in  Gwent  (14),  Glamorgan 
(10),  Carmarthen  (25-30),  Pembroke  (c.22),  Ceredigion  (95+),  Montgomery  (2), 
Meirionnydd  (1),  Caernarfon  (1),  Anglesey  (34-39)  and  Clwyd  (59).  A  very  marked 
movement  on  the  coast  in  May  included  an  unprecedented  count  of  85+  in  the  Cors 
Fochno/Dyfi  Est.  area  Ceredigion  on  1st,  the  largest  concentration  yet  noted  in  Wales. 
There  were  also  22  in  the  Clwyd  Est.  Clwyd  on  Aug.  24th.  Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

3  1  1  4  122+  2  21  51  56-60  15  6  1 

JACK  SNIPE  Lymnocryptes  minimus  GIACH  FACH 

Recorded  until  Apr.  12th  and  from  Oct.  5th,  with  a  wide  scatter  of  singles  and  small  groups 
in  all  counties  except  Montgomery.  Most  were  seen  singly  but  25%  of  the  records 
comprised  counts  of  2-5  at  one  site  and,  in  Anglesey,  there  were  8  at  Red  Wharf  Bay  on  Jan. 
28th  and  7  there  on  Feb.  12th  and  in  Glamorgan  10  at  Llanharry  Marsh  on  Dec.  25th.  The 
records  refer  to  a  total  of  c.150  birds  but  much  under-estimate  the  true  status  of  this  skulking 
species. 

SNIPE  Gallinago  gallinago  GIACH  GYFFREDIN 

Apparently  more  numerous  in  winter  than  in  1993,  particularly  at  the  end  of  the  year,  with 
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counts  of  10  to  70  fairly  widespread  in  both  coastal  and  inland  counties.  Monthly  max.  at 
sites  with  larger  counts  are  tabulated: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Carmarthen  T/T/G 

73 

52 

20 

6 

70 

Penclacwydd 

70 

10 

40 

48 

165 

123 

Dinefwr  Ponds 

20 

22 

20 

70 

80 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

166 

32 

157 

203 

Clwvd  POA 

72 

10 

6 

10 

177 

In  Pembroke  there  were  also  100  at  Dowrog  on  Feb.  12th,  80  at  Marloes  Mere  on  Nov. 
20th  and  100  at  Newgale  on  27th  and  70  were  flushed  by  a  Peregrine  at  Teifi  Marshes 
Ceredigion  on  20th.  There  appeared  to  be  a  distinct  SW  bias  in  the  distribution  of  these 
larger  flocks. 

Few  breeding  counts  received  but  a  total  of  53  drumming  males  in  Brecon  included  10 
at  Mynydd  Illtyd  and  31  on  Mynydd  Epynt,  where  a  complete  survey  was  carried  out  at  and 
after  dusk  during  May  and  June;  inevitably  the  Impact  Area  was  excluded!  There  were  also 
13-15  pairs  on  Morfa  Dyfi  NR  Montgomery. 

WOODCOCK  Scolopax  rusticola  CYFFYLOG 

Few  records.  Roding  birds  were  noted  at  5  sites  in  Gwent,  at  Ynyshir  Ceredigion,  at  3  sites 
in  north  Brecon  and  at  Llyn  Helyg  Clwyd.  This  must  understate  their  true  status  greatly.  In 
winter  there  were  up  to  20  at  Clyro  Radnor  in  the  early  months  and  12  beside  the  Yscir 
Fechan  at  Merthyr  Cynog  Brecon  on  Dec.  26th. 

BLACK-TAILED  GODWIT  Limosa  limosa  RHOSTOG  GYNFFONDDU 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

Carmarthen 

Penclacwydd  69  64  67  80  60  56  66  66  65  58  79  58 

Clwyd  CQ/O' Holt  600  530  20  2  180  1200  1250  1400  400 

Elsewhere  small  groups  widely  recorded  around  the  coast  during  passage  seasons,  the 
largest  parties  being  28  at  Weobley  Glamorgan  on  Aug.  25th  and  22  at  Malltraeth 
Anglesey  on  29th;  scarcer  in  winter  but  there  were  up  to  15  in  the  Dyfi  Est.  Ceredigion  in 
December. 

BAR-TAILED  GODWIT  L.  lapponica  RHOSTOG  GYNFFONFR1TH 

1993:  The  correct  figures  for  Burry  (S)  Glamorgan  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 
290  250  0  2  35  2  3  1  15  5  80  45 

1994:  The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  100  at  least  once)  are  tabulated 
as  available.  Numbers  seemed  low,  particularly  in  Burry  (N)  and  T/T/G  Carmarthen, 
normally  important  sites. 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 
Glamorgan  Burry  (S)  105  270  70  20  1  10  30  40  80  70 

Clwyd  Po A  2  14  1  1  8  55  40  34  100 

WHIMBREL  Numenius  phaeopus  COEGYLFINIR 

One  at  Llansteffan  Carmarthen  on  Jan.  16th.  A  marked  spring  passage,  with  flocks  passing 
through  all  coastal  counties,  and  a  few  in  inland  counties,  between  Apr.  10th  and  June  1 1th. 
The  largest  movement  occurred  between  about  Apr.  24th  and  May  15th  and  the  largest 
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counts  were  of  190  at  Peterstone/Wentlooge  Gwent  in  late  April  and  150  in  early  May  with, 
in  the  same  periods,  150  and  85  at  Goldcliff;  52  in  the  Taff/Ely  Est.  Glamorgan  on  May 
15th  and  177  at  Penclawdd  on  Apr.  29th;  max.  of  102  at  Penclacwydd  Carmarthen  in  April 
and  82  in  May;  48  at  the  Teifi  Est.  Ceredigion  on  May  8th;  46  at  Aber  Ogwen  Caernarfon 
on  Apr.  25th  and  75  at  Llyn  Traffwll  Anglesey  on  May  7th.  The  largest  flock  in  inland 
counties  was  16  at  Dolydd  Hafren  Montgomery  on  Apr.  24th.  Autumn  passage  was  noted 
from  July  1st  to  Sept.  27th  but,  as  always,  numbers  were  much  lower,  except  for  a  max.  of 
300  in  Burry  (S)  Glamorgan  in  July.  There  were  60  at  Rumney  Great  Wharf  Glamorgan 
on  Aug.  6th.  At  the  end  of  the  year  one  stayed  on  Bardsey  Caernarfon  from  late  October 
until  mid  November  and  2  were  wintering  in  Bull  Bay  Anglesey. 

CURLEW  N.  arquatus  GYLFINIR 

1993:  The  correct  figures  for  Burry  (S)  Glamorgan  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

890  935  580  105  40  255  910  1555  1420  1335  740  900 


1994:  Occurs  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  and  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts 
of  500  at  least  once)  were: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  PW 

80 

300 

250 

150 

75 

125 

510 

450 

200 

100 

50 

Undy 

351 

37 

4 

25 

120 

550 

390 

393 

350 

400 

300 

Glamorgan 

Rhymney  Est. 

200 

51 

250 

32 

215 

340 

850 

550 

350 

Burry  (S) 

935 

680 

870 

185 

20 

255 

1318 

1392 

1350 

1150 

1175 

1035 

Carmarthen 

Burry  (N) 

1550 

551 

426 

400 

120 

270 

1753 

2442 

1749 

1721 

633 

406 

T/T/G 

995 

831 

357 

178 

35 

31 

299 

393 

512 

389 

1297 

4483 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

1321 

1231 

1325 

1477 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

522 

703 

438 

194 

15 

56 

803 

629 

902 

804 

711 

620 

Meirionnydd  D/Glas 

449 

514 

328 

148 

505 

427 

344 

714 

Caernarfon  Aber  Ogwen 

800 

800 

Anglesey  Malltraeth 

600 

600 

Clwyd  Clwyd  Est. 

496 

397 

250 

45 

4 

10 

15 

50 

40 

129 

300 

300 

PoA 

1429 

1287 

728 

441 

122 

106 

1125 

1141 

1456 

1225 

1402 

1395 

The  December  figure  for  T/T/G  includes  an  exceptional  flock  of  4000  at  Ginst  Point  on  Dec. 
8th.  There  were  also  500  at  Traeth  Dulas  Anglesey  on  Dec.  27th.  Important  flocks  inland 
were  max.  of  200  at  Dryslwyn  Carmarthen  in  January  and  98  in  December,  80  at  Glasbury 
Brecon  on  Jan.  2nd  and  60  on  Nov.  26th,  and  in  Montgomery  at  the  end  of  the  year  peaks 
of  300+  at  the  R.  Vymwy/Tanat  confluence  and  200+  at  Dolydd  Hafren. 

Systematic  breeding  reports  were:  18  territories  located  in  Gwent,  a  small  increase 
compared  to  1993;  Pembroke:  16  pairs  bred  on  Skokholm,  rearing  c.16  young,  probably  the 
only  breeding  pairs  remaining  in  the  county;  Ceredigion:  probably  none  now  breed  south  of 
a  line  from  Lampeter  to  Aberaeron  and  the  species  is  only  a  sparse  breeder  to  the  north; 
Brecon:  a  fairly  complete  survey  found  78-80  pairs,  of  which  20-22  were  found  in  a 
complete  survey  of  Mynydd  Epynt  outside  the  Impact  Area;  Clwyd:  a  survey  of  Mynydd 
Hiraethog  found  38  pairs,  a  41%  decline  since  1977  when  there  were  64. 

SPOTTED  REDSHANK  Tringa  erythropus*  PIBYDD  COESGOCH  MANNOG 

Recorded  in  every  month  except  June,  with  a  total  of  1 1  wintering  around  the  coast  in  the 
early  months  and  10  in  December,  mainly  at  Connah’s  Quay/Oakenholt  Clwyd,  with  7  and 
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8  respectively.  Otherwise  small  numbers  of  passage  birds  recorded  from  March  to  May  and 
from  July  to  November,  all  at  the  coast.  The  max.  together  were  28  at  Penclacwydd 
Carmarthen  in  September  and  25  at  Oakenholt  Clwyd  in  October.  Approximate  monthly 
totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

9  9  3  7  7  0  7  39  50  49  22  9 

REDSHANK  T.  totanus  PIBYDD  COESGOCH 


1993:  The  correct  figures  for  Burry  (S)  Glamorgan  were: 


Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

340 

45 

40 

3 

3 

95 

335 

300 

430 

225 

180 

1994:  Occurs  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  and 

the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding 

counts 

of  300  at  least  once)  were: 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  PW 

Glamorgan 

50 

17 

60 

30 

12 

100 

200 

100 

40 

25 

350 

20 

Rhymney  Est. 

442 

273 

25 

3 

435 

150 

400 

800 

800 

Taff/Ely  Est. 

367 

313 

359 

3 

20 

300 

316 

367 

Burry  (S) 

305 

300 

310 

5 

20 

170 

120 

490 

491 

345 

321 

Carmarthen 

Burry  (N) 

200 

460 

459 

480 

52 

289 

1009 

633 

850 

455 

208 

88 

T/T/G 

448 

523 

14 

76 

163 

335 

629 

365 

517 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

872 

600 

621 

631 

Clwyd  Clwyd  Est. 

394 

271 

87 

57 

7 

15 

150 

66 

94 

115 

272 

253 

PoA 

283 

562 

670 

440 

3 

350 

1450 

577 

870 

535 

830 

CQ/O’holt 

550 

3 

400 

6 

410 

2000 

1050 

1450 

500 

250 

There  was  also  a  max. 

of  330  at 

Traeth 

Lafan  Caernarfon  on  Feb. 

27th. 

Breeding 

reports 

received  were:  Gwent:  7  pairs  at  Peterstone/Wentlooge  (4  on  an  unfinished  golf  course),  up 
to  7  pairs  at  St.  Brides  in  early  April  but  only  3  apparently  bred,  and  a  single  pair  displaying 
at  Ebbw  Vale  in  June;  Glamorgan:  singles  pairs  at  Kenfig,  Baglan  Bay  and  Whiteford  Point 
and  birds  present  at  Llanrhidian  Marsh;  Ceredigion:  2  pairs  only  at  Cors  Caron  and  3  pairs 
at  Ynyshir  RSPB  reserve;  Montgomery:  3  pairs  attempted  to  breed  at  Dolydd  Hafren  and  2 
pairs  at  Morfa  Dyfi  NR.  These  counts  are  an  incomplete  record  of  the  Welsh  breeding 
population  but  they  suggest  some  further  decline  and  breeding  success  appeared  poor. 

A  bird  wintering  at  Port  Talbot  Glamorgan  on  Jan.  23rd  had  been  ringed  as  a  pullus  at 
Benbecula,  Outer  Hebrides,  in  1986. 

GREENSHANK  T.  nebularia  PIBYDD  COESWERDD 

Recorded  in  every  month,  with  wintering  birds  noted  in  the  Burry  Inlet 
Glamorgan/Carmarthen,  T/T/G  Carmarthen,  the  Cleddau  Est.  Pembroke  and  3  sites  on 
Anglesey;  the  largest  groups  were  of  8  at  T/T/G  and  9  at  the  Cleddau  Est.  in  December. 
There  was  a  small  spring  passage,  and  a  sizeable  autumn  movement  from  July  1 1th  to  Nov. 
29th.  The  largest  concentrations  noted  were  of  max.  of  54  at  Penclacwydd  Carmarthen  in 
September  and  of  48  in  the  Cleddau  Est.  Pembroke  in  August  and  47  in  September.  All 
records  were  from  or  near  the  coast  except  for  3  single  birds  during  July  31st-Aug.  23rd  in 
Brecon,  one  at  Dolydd  Hafren  Montgomery  on  Apr.  14th  and  up  to  3  there  in  August. 
Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

11  14  4  13  27  7  51  214  232  85  31  19 
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GREEN  SANDPIPER  T.  ochropus  PIBYDD  GWYRDD 

There  were  26-27  wintering  in  the  early  months  and  1 1  at  the  end  of  the  year,  in  Gwent  (3 
&  0),  Glamorgan  (10  &  2),  Carmarthen  (4  &  6).  Pembroke  (2  &  2),  Ceredigion  (2  &  1 ), 
Brecon  (2-3  &  1)  and  Radnor  (1  &  0).  One  present  at  the  Teifi  marshes  Pembroke  from 
May  to  August.  Otherwise  a  scatter  on  passage,  mainly  in  autumn,  in  all  counties  but 
numbers  everywhere  small,  7  at  Hensol  Lake  Glamorgan  being  the  largest  party. 

WOOD  SANDPIPER  T.  glareola *  PIBYDD  Y  GRAEAN 

Rather  more  recorded  than  usual,  with  6  in  spring  between  May  3rd  and  early  June  and  10  in 
autumn  between  July  3rd  and  September,  in  Carmarthen  (4),  Pembroke  (4),  Ceredigion 
(1),  Caernarfon  (1),  Clwyd  (1)  and  Anglesey  (5).  Monthly  totals  were: 

May  June  July  Aug.  Sept. 

5  16  4  1 

COMMON  SANDPIPER  Actitis  hypoleucos  PIBYDD  Y  DORLAN 

The  only  wintering  birds  noted  were  in  Gwent,  with  singles  at  Gobion  and  Llanfair 
Kilgeddin  in  the  early  months,  Glamorgan,  with  2  on  the  tidal  part  of  R.  Afan  at  each  end 
of  the  year  and  one  at  Port  Talbot  docks  in  December,  and  Ceredigion  with  one  at  Ynyslas 
on  Jan.  1st. 

Systematic  breeding  counts  for  this  widespread  species  of  Welsh  rivers  came  from 
Carmarthen  where  52  pairs  bred  along  R.  Tywi  from  Carmarthen  to  Llandovery,  5  pairs 
bred  on  R.  Cothi,  2  pairs  on  R.  Cennen  at  Derwydd  and  one  pair  on  the  R.  Sawdde.  On  the 
Tywi  pairs  bred  in  clusters  rather  than  being  evenly  distributed.  For  example  3  pairs  bred  on 
one  shoal  200m  long  and  there  were  6  pairs  along  1 ,5Km  near  Llandeilo  and  then  none  for 
the  next  3.5Km  upstream.  In  Brecon  there  were  12  territories  along  R.  Usk  between 
Pencelli  and  Talybont. 


TURNSTONE  Arenaria  interpres  CWTIAD  Y  TRAETH 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  50  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 
available.  No  significant  figures  were  received  from  the  north  coast. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July  Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan 

Sker  Point 

44 

62 

18 

60 

5 

35 

15  5 

94 

1 

4 

1 

B'Pill 

43 

48 

128 

61 

5 

18 

3 

37 

Mumbles  Pier 

97 

65 

Swansea  Docks 

55 

70 

94 

152 

35 

5 

35 

89 

79 

48 

138 

Burry  (S) 

80 

60 

15 

1 

35 

80 

265 

Carmarthen 

Machynys 

207 

150 

139 

4 

10 

38 

Burry  Port 

167 

111 

95 

335 

231 

353 

391 

350 

435 

115 

Gwendraeth 

188 

124 

38 

16 

1 

4 

56 

134 

76 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

52 

15 

85 

51 

In  Glamorgan  there  were  also  122  at  Orchard  Ledges  during  January  and  77  at  Cardiff 
heliport  on  5th.  In  Ceredigion  max.  counts  along  the  open  coastline  were  49  at  Aberaeron 
on  Mar.  29th,  47  at  Aberarth  on  Nov.  9th  and  47  at  Llansaintffraid  on  26th. 


RED-NECKED  PHALAROPE  Phalaropus  lobatus*  LLYDANDROED  GYDDGOCH 
One  at  Llyn  Traffwll  Anglesey  from  May  27th  to  June  8th. 
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GREY  PHALAROPE  P.  fulicarius*  LLYDANDROED  LLWYD 

One  on  R.  Neath  at  Briton  Ferry  Glamorgan  on  Sept.  14th.  All  other  records  came  from 
Pembroke,  with  singles  at  Bluck’s  Pool  on  Sept.  13th,  Strumble  Head  on  15th,  Oct.  17th 
and  23rd  and  St.  Brides  on  Nov.  1st  and  2  at  Strumble  Head  on  15th. 

POMARINE  SKUA  Stercorarius pomarinus*  SGIWEN  FRECH 

An  immature  at  Kenfig  Pool  Glamorgan  on  Mar.  6th  departed  inland  when  mobbed  by 
gulls.  Once  again  an  interesting  spring  movement  noted  in  Glamorgan,  with  singles  W  off 
Tutt  Head  on  June  9th  and  Port  Eynon  Point  on  18th,  Carmarthen,  with  one  off  Cefn  Sidan 
on  Apr.  23rd  and  24th,  10  there  departing  high  inland  over  Pembrey  Forest  on  May  23rd  and 
one  off  Telpyn  Point  on  June  26th,  and  Anglesey,  with  one  passing  the  Range  South  Stack 
on  May  4th,  20  doing  so  in  30  minutes  on  June  3rd  and  one  on  4th. 

In  the  autumn  55  passed  Strumble  Head  Pembroke  on  27  dates  between  Aug.  23rd  and 
Nov.  15th,  max.  6  on  Aug.  28th  but  56%  of  birds  passed  in  September.  In  Caernarfon 
singles  passed  Bardsey  on  Oct.  26th  and  Nov.  1st  and,  in  Anglesey,  singles  passed  Point 
Lynas  on  Aug.  12th  and  28th,  Sept.  9th  and  Dec.  31st  (a  juvenile),  with  2  on  Oct.  3rd,  one 
off  Moelfre  on  Sept.  16th  and  a  flock  of  25  off  Cemlyn  on  Oct.  3rd.  There  were  4  juveniles 
off  the  Mumbles  Glamorgan  on  Dec.  31st. 

ARCTIC  SKUA  S.  parasiticus  SGIWEN  Y  GOGLEDD 

In  spring  a  total  of  47  recorded  at  watching  points  off  Glamorgan,  Carmarthen, 
Pembroke,  Caernarfon,  Clwyd  and  Anglesey  between  Apr.  24th  and  June  26th,  max.  8 
passing  Cefn  Sidan  Carmarthen  on  Apr.  24th.  In  the  autumn  small  numbers  recorded  off 
most  coastal  counties  between  June  29th  and  late  October.  The  largest  movements  were 
noted  off  Pembroke,  with  a  total  of  310  passing  various  watching  points  between  June  29th 
and  Oct.  9th.  The  main  passage  was  noted  off  Strumble  Head,  with  291  between  Aug.  12th 
and  Oct.  9th,  max.  38  on  Sept.  12th.  Off  Bardsey  Caernarfon  a  total  of  41  passed  between 
Aug.  14th  and  Oct.  23rd,  max.  11  on  Sept.  11th.  At  Point  Lynas  Anglesey  a  total  of  43 
passed  on  6  dates  between  Aug.  12th  and  Oct.  3rd,  max.  15  on  Sept.  14th.  Elsewhere  the 
largest  count  was  9  off  Aberdyfi  Meirionnydd  on  Aug.  17th.  There  was  one  off  Strumble 
Head  Pembroke  on  Dec.  19th  and  3  off  Point  Lynas  Anglesey  on  31st. 

LONG-TAILED  SKUA  5.  longicaudus*  SGIWEN  EO STRAIN 

An  immature  off  Porthcawl  Glamorgan  on  Sept.  10th.  Off  Pembroke,  a  total  of  39  passed 
Strumble  Head  between  Aug.  15th  and  Oct.  23rd,  max.  8  on  Sept.  16th;  15%  were  full 
adults  and  79%  were  noted  in  September.  In  Anglesey  an  adult  passed  Point  Lynas  on  Aug. 
13th. 

GREAT  SKUA  S.  skua  *  SGIWEN  FA  WR 

In  spring  singles  at  Aberystwyth  Ceredigion  during  a  gale  on  Apr.  4/5th,  at  Bardsey 
Caernarfon  on  Apr.  2nd  and  May  23rd  and,  in  June,  singles  off  Port  Eynon  Point 
Glamorgan  on  7th,  Cefn  Sidan  Carmarthen  on  12th  and  South  Stack  Anglesey  on  27th 
and  2  there  on  2nd.  Autumn  passage  was  noted  around  the  coast  between  July  6th  and  Nov. 
15th.  The  main  movement  was  seen  off  Strumble  Head  Pembroke,  with  183  passing  on  35 
dates  between  Aug.  17th  and  Nov.  15th,  max.  27  on  Sept.  11th.  Elsewhere  the  largest 
movement  was  16  off  Point  Lynas  Anglesey  on  Aug.  29th.  In  December  one  off  Strumble 
Head  on  18th  and  9  over  30th/31st  and  one  off  Point  Lynas  on  31st. 
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MEDITERRANEAN  GULL  Larus  melanocephalus*  GWYLAN  MOR  Y  CANOLDIR 

Recorded  in  every  month,  with  a  minimum  total  of  91  birds,  in  Glamorgan  (45), 
Carmarthen  (7),  Pembroke  (20+),  Ceredigion  (c.12),  Brecon  (1),  Meirionnydd  (3), 
Caernarfon  (1),  Anglesey  (3)  and  Clwyd  (6).  As  usual  the  most  important  single  site  was 
Blackpill  Glamorgan,  where  there  were  records  for  every  month,  involving  at  least  17 
birds,  predominantly  adults,  on  187  days  during  the  year;  the  records  included  a  total  of  1 1 
adults  on  Aug.  20th.  The  Brecon  record  was  of  a  first  summer  bird  at  Llangorse  Lake  on 
Aug.  27th  and  was  the  first  for  the  county.  The  Ceredigion  records  include  an  adult  inland 
at  Tregaron  on  May  20th  and  there  was  an  adult  inland  at  Llyn  Helyg  Clwyd  on  Mar.  13th. 
The  Pembroke  records  include  a  juvenile  at  the  Gann  on  July  23rd,  which  had  been  ringed 
in  Hungary  and  travelled  1743Km  west  in  43  days.  Records  away  from  Blackpill  were 
evenly  divided  between  adults  and  immature  birds  and  approximate  monthly  totals  of  each 
were: 


Jan. 

Feb.  Mar. 

Apr.  May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

adults  6 

7  5 

1  1 

0 

4 

2 

3  5  5  5 

immature  s  5 

0  2 

2  1 

3 

4 

3 

8  2  4  8 

LITTLE  GULL  L.  minutus 

GWYLAN  FECHAN 

At  least  85-87  birds  seen  altogether,  in  Glamorgan  (19-21),  Carmarthen  (1),  Pembroke 
(38),  Ceredigion  (22),  Brecon  (1),  Meirionnydd  (1),  Caernarfon  (3)  and  Anglesey  (1). 
There  were  reports  for  every  month  except  March  and  July  and  records  for  the  early  months 
except  March  and  July  and  records  for  the  early  months  included  8  off  Port  Eynon  Point 
Glamorgan  on  Feb.  5th.  Spring  passage  involved  18  birds  between  Apr.  1st  and  June  4th 
and  autumn  passage  60  between  Aug.  15th  and  Dec.  31st,  mostly  in  December  when  a  small 
movement  was  widely  noted  offshore  in  S  and  W  Wales.  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 


Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr. 

May  June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

3  9  0  16 

SABINE’S  GULL  L.  sabini* 

3  2 

0 

2 

3 

c.14  c.9  29 

GWYLAN  SABINE 

A  first  year  bird  at  Rumney  Great  Wharf  Glamorgan  on  July  14th  was  also  seen  in  Gwent. 
In  Pembroke  4  adults  in  s/p  passed  Strumble  Head  on  Aug.  24th.  with  one  on  25th  and  a 
juvenile  on  Sept.  1st.  In  Anglesey  an  adult  off  Fedw  Fawr  on  Aug.  6th,  singles  past  Point 
Lynas  on  12th  (adult),  24th  and  29th,  one  off  Moelfre  on  Sept.  1st  and  a  juvenile  there  on 
Oct.  3rd. 


BLACK-HEADED  GULL  L.  ridibundus  GWYLAN  PENDDU 

Systematic  counts  from  7  sites  indicate  the  pattern  of  occurrence  of  this  very  common 
species: 


Glamorgan 

Rhymney  Est. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

125 

June 

1000 

July 

2000 

Aug. 

1500 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

4000 

Dec. 

10000 

Kenfig  Pool 

220 

400 

100 

17 

14 

13 

260 

210 

350 

160 

300 

200 

Blackpill 

3030 

2160 

600 

146 

27 

232 

280 

3060 

2210 

1900 

1950 

3700 

Burry  (S) 

Carmarthen 

1838 

971 

140 

24 

5 

506 

4745 

6744 

3491 

3333 

1852 

1650 

Burry  (N) 

128 

195 

8 

5 

17 

570 

1136 

1054 

1397 

721 

588 

1764 

T/T/G 

528 

743 

140 

90 

93 

627 

1671 

3018 

2917 

598 

1181 

899 

Meirionnydd 

D/Glas  670  45  415  925  258  300  200 
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Inland  the  roost  at  Llanishen/Lisvane  Res.  Glamorgan  peaked  at  850  on  Dec.  15th  and 
there  were  max.  of  3000  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  on  Mar.  5th  and  2000  on  Dec.  1 1th. 

Breeding  information  was  received  from  4  counties,  as  follows:  Glamorgan  (W):  the 
colony  at  the  Seven  Sisters  was  deserted  because  of  disturbance  in  1993  but  11  other  pairs 
bred  in  2  sites;  Ceredigion:  200+  pairs  at  Cors  Coron  but  other  sites  not  reported  on; 
Brecon:  4  sites  held  a  total  of  240  pairs  in  April  but  fewer  actually  bred.  At  2  sites  a  total  of 
79  nests  produced  121  young;  Montgomery:  100  pairs  bred  at  Llyn  Tarw.  Other  Welsh 
breeding  sites  not  reported  on. 

RING-BILLED  GULL  L.  delaxvarensis*  GWYLAN  FODRWYBIG 

A  total  of  16-17  recorded  in  Glamorgan  (10),  Carmarthen  (1),  Pembroke  (4-5)  and 
Clwyd  (1).  Birds  were  recorded  from  January  to  May  23rd  and  in  December  only.  Blackpill 
Glamorgan  was,  as  usual,  the  most  important  site,  with  5  individuals.  Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  Dec. 

2  5  7  6  2  3 

COMMON  GULL  L.  cams  GWYLAN  Y  GWEUNYDD 


Systematic  counts  from  3  sites  give  some  indication  of  the  pattern  of  occurrence  of  this 
common  Welsh  species: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  B'pill 

2800 

930 

1078 

412 

116 

38 

282 

550 

630 

524 

579 

1208 

Burry  (S) 

374 

445 

70 

5 

24 

1201 

1060 

1041 

597 

603 

422 

Carmarthen  T/T/G 

66 

975 

20 

108 

44 

16 

28 

57 

29 

570 

35 

LESSER  BLACK-BACKED  GULL  L.  fuscus  GWYLAN  GEFNDDU  LEIAF 

Systematic  counts  at  6  sites  indicate  the  pattern  of  occurrence  of  this  common  species: 


Jan. 

Glamorgan  Rhymney  Est. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

1400 

June 

1000 

July 

2000 

Aug. 

850 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

400 

Dec. 

300 

B’pill 

29 

28 

38 

18 

17 

29 

98 

93 

32 

19 

12 

8 

Port  Talbot 

30 

19 

39 

53 

74 

61 

104 

84 

77 

31 

49 

32 

Burry  (S) 

22 

23 

25 

35 

10 

147 

207 

229 

113 

88 

73 

18 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

2 

1 

9 

7 

4 

48 

33 

27 

39 

11 

10 

9 

T/T/G 

32 

16 

6 

65 

16 

46 

16 

14 

25 

29 

14 

21 

Inland  counts  for  this 

species  are 

usually  very  much  larger.  Thus  the  roost  at  Llys  y  Fran 

Res.  Pembroke  had  max.  of  Jan.  3500,  Sept.  5000,  Nov.  8000  and  Dec.  7500,  and  in 
Brecon  there  were  max.  of  241  at  Llangorse  Lake  on  Feb.  7th  and  830  on  Oct.  4th  and  550 
at  Ponsticill  Res.  on  Dec.  18th. 

Breeding  counts  received  as  follows:  Glamorgan:  Flatholm  2500  pairs  and,  on 
rooftops,  BP  Barry  8  pairs,  Cardiff  31,  Debenhams  Swansea  40  (with  40-50  pulli  ringed), 
BP  Baglan  17+  (3  on  the  ground)  and  Port  Talbot  station  12+;  Pembroke:  Skokholm  4017 
nests,  a  14%  decline  but  1000  young  reared,  Skomer  19,090  pairs,  a  6%  decline  but  with 
some  improved  breeding  success,  Ramsey  294  pairs,  Bishops  &  Clerks  77  pairs; 
Ceredigion:  Cardigan  Island  4700  nests  estimated  and  4+  nests  at  Penrhip  Llangrannog: 
Meirionnydd:  80  pairs  at  Llyn  Trawsfynydd;  Caernarfon:  402  nests  on  Bardsey,  an  83% 
increase  on  1993,  and  19  nests  on  Ynysoedd  Gwylan.  Other  Welsh  breeding  sites  not 
reported  on  but  an  intriguing  record  of  a  juvenile  still  being  fed  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  in 
early  August. 
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HERRING  GULL  L.  argentatus  GWYLAN  Y  PENWAIG 

Systematic  counts  from  1 1  sites  indicate  the  pattern  of  occurence  for  this  very  common 
species: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan 

Rhymney  Est. 

1150 

1000 

2000 

1035 

2500 

2500 

Kenfig  Pool 

15 

10 

60 

25 

66 

13 

100 

96 

125 

250 

150 

290 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

43 

187 

76 

125 

107 

8 

20 

37 

87 

75 

71 

B'piH 

346 

156 

176 

248 

162 

269 

193 

348 

372 

390 

366 

239 

Port  Talbot 

300 

165 

170 

142 

134 

97 

95 

182 

147 

156 

310 

350 

Burry  (S) 

1870 

574 

807 

343 

210 

598 

687 

535 

782 

343 

217 

279 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

196 

5 

348 

54 

59 

57 

33 

30 

15 

29 

31 

T/T/G 

537 

364 

459 

125 

167 

791 

837 

2291 

332 

1220 

459 

611 

Meirionnydd  D’Glas 

129 

78 

68 

163 

134 

160 

25 

Mawddach 

78 

89 

473 

94 

49 

366 

Dysynni 

128 

128 

45 

46 

95 

152 

300 

600 

128 

There  were  also  exceptional  counts  of  15,000  at  Cefn  Sidan  Carmarthen  on  July  20th  and 
5000  at  Pendine  on  Nov.  2nd.  Inland  the  roost  at  Ponsticill  Res.  Brecon  peaked  at  450  on 
Dec.  18th,  the  highest  count  for  10  years. 

Breeding  counts  received  were:  Glamorgan:  Flatholm  300  pairs,  Llantwit  Major  one 
and  Devil’s  Truck  2-3  and,  on  rooftops,  BP  Barry  3,  Aberthaw  power  station  6,  Roath  one, 
Debenhams  Swansea  15,  BP  Baglan  Bay  3,  Port  Talbot  steelworks  132  and  station  9; 
Pembroke:  Skokholm  459  nests  of  which  105  produced  138  young,  Skomer  568  pairs,  a 
7%  increase,  Ramsey  184,  Bishops  &  Clerks  92,  Castle  Martin  peninsula  116  and  Thorn 
Island  75;  Caernarfon:  371  nests  on  Bardsey  and  271  on  Ynysoedd  Gwylan. 

About  24  Yellow-legged  Gulls  (either  L.  a.  micahelis  or  L.  cachinnans )  were  recorded  in 
Glamorgan  (c.  12),  Carmarthen  (5),  Pembroke  (5),  Clwyd  (1)  and  Anglesey  (1). 
Recorded  in  all  months  with  monthly  totals  of: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Now  Dec. 
132131411  143 

ICELAND  GULL  L.  glaucoides *  GWYLAN  YR  ARCTIG 

Recorded  monthly  until  May  2nd  and  one  in  December,  with  a  total  of  c.10  altogether  in 
Glamorgan  (c.7),  Carmarthen  (1),  Caernarfon  (1),  Clwyd  (1)  and  Anglesey  (1).  All 
records  were  on  or  near  the  coast  except  for  one  at  Llanddarog  rubbish  tip  Carmarthen  on 
Feb.  17th.  Where  noted  2  records  refer  to  adults  and  4  to  immatures.  Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  Dec. 

2  4  3  3  1  1 

GLAUCOUS  GULL  L.  hyperboreus *  GWYLAN  Y  GOGLEDD 

Recorded  in  every  month,  as  a  2nd/3rd  year  bird  remained  at  Llanstadwell  Pembroke  from 
1993  throughout  the  year.  Altogether  20  recorded,  in  Glamorgan  (10),  Carmarthen  (1), 
Pembroke  (4),  Anglesey  (2)  and  Clwyd  (3).  All  at  the  coast  except  one  at  Llanddarog 
rubbish  tip  Carmarthen  on  Feb.  18th.  Where  stated  records  were  exactly  divided  between 
adults  and  immatures,  adults  predominating  in  winter.  Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 
447  4  1  1  123445 

GREAT  BLACK-BACKED  GULL  L.  marinus  GWYLAN  GEFNDDU  FWYAF 

Systematic  counts  from  4  areas  indicate  the  general  pattern  of  occurrence  of  this  common 
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Welsh  species: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  B ' pill 

26 

50 

26 

24 

19 

88 

105 

116 

34 

77 

78 

59 

Burry  (S) 

68 

23 

37 

41 

20 

53 

60 

177 

147 

147 

105 

69 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

5 

3 

16 

2 

3 

6 

5 

21 

5 

4 

6 

T/T/G 

27 

47 

35 

62 

54 

47 

98 

134 

59 

114 

136 

34 

Breeding  colony  counts  came  only  from  Pembroke,  with  Skokholm  32  pairs,  Skomer  68, 
Ramsey  4,  Bishops  &  Clerks  13  and  Greenbridge  2  and  Caernarfon,  with  2  pairs  breeding 
at  Bardsey  and  51  nests  at  Ynysoedd  Gwylan. 


KITTIWAKE  Rissa  tridactyla  GWYLAN  GOESDDU 

Breeding  colony  counts  were  received  as  follows:  Glamorgan:  Thurba/Mewslade  60  pairs 
which  fledged  26  young,  a  better  performance  than  in  recent  years,  Devil's  Truck  47  pairs, 
Mumbles  Pier  54;  Pembroke:  Skomer  2512  nests,  Ramsey  468  nests  of  which  70%  hatched 
young  and,  in  a  sample  of  195  nests,  fledged  b/s  averaged  1.56,  Castle  Martin  peninsula  397 
nests,  with  average  fledged  b/s  in  264  of  0.56  young;  Ceredigion:  the  colony  at  Lochtyn  is 
now  very  small  and  none  bred  Cardigan  Island;  Caernarfon:  199  nests  on  Bardsey,  with 
fledged  b/s  of  0.25  young  per  pair.  No  other  Welsh  breeding  sites  reported  on. 

CASPIAN  TERN  Sterna  ccispia  *  MORWENNOL  FWYAF 

One  at  Skomer  Pembroke  on  May  28th  was  the  first  county  record. 

SANDWICH  TERN  Sterna  sandvicensis  MORWENNOL  BIGDDU 

In  Anglesey  the  single  Welsh  colony  held  400+  pairs  which  reared  350-400  young.  Passage 
max.  were:  Carmarthen:  82  in  Pembrey  Harbour  on  Aug.  14th  and  52  at  Burry  Port  on 
Sept.  28th;  Ceredigion:  285  at  Ynyslas  on  July  30th  and  585  on  Aug.  6th;  Mleirionnydd: 
150  at  the  Dysynni  in  August  and  70  at  the  Mawddach  in  September. 

ROSEATE  TERN  S.  dougalli*  MORWENNOL  WRIDOG 

Twenty  pairs  bred  in  2  sites  and  one  pair  was  present  at  a  third,  a  position  similar  to  1993; 
21  young  fledged  at  the  main  site.  Elsewhere  2  at  Skokholm  Pembroke  from  Aug.  2-4th 
and  one  at  Ynyslas  Ceredigion  on  7th. 

COMMON  TERN  S.  hirundo  MORWENNOL  GYFFREDIN 

A  total  of  473-478  pairs  bred  in  5  colonies  in  N.  Wales,  rearing  516-536  young.  High  chick 
mortality  was  noted  at  the  Shotton  Pools  colony  due  to  heat  exhaustion. 

ARCTIC  TERN  S.  paradisea  MORWENNOL  Y  GOGLEDD 

A  total  of  1073-1078  pairs  bred  at  3  Anglesey  colonies,  fledging  1030-1080  young. 

FORSTER’S  TERN  S.  forsteri*  MORWENNOL  FORSTER 

One  at  Fishguard  Pembroke  on  Jan.  10-1 1th  was  the  first  county  record. 

LITTLE  TERN  S.  albifrons  MORWENNOL  FECHAN 

The  single  Welsh  colony  in  Clwyd  had  a  record  year,  with  77  pairs  rearing  120-140  young. 
Problems  with  foxes  were  overcome  by  electric  fencing  and  24  hour  wardening.  Inland  there 
were  singles  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  on  Apr.  22nd  and  28th. 

WHISKERED  TERN  Chlidonias  hybridus*  CORSWENNOL  EARFOG 

One  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  Gwent  from  July  15-28th. 
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BLACK  TERN  C.  niger*  CORSWENNOL  DDU 

A  total  of  c.123  recorded,  in  Glamorgan  (13),  Carmarthen  (4),  Pembroke  (41), 
Ceredigion  (4),  Brecon  (35),  Montgomery  (1),  Clwyd  (3)  and  Anglesey  (22).  Spring 
passage  involved  c.24  birds  between  Apr.  23rd  and  May  31st  and  autumn  passage  c.95 
between  July  26th  and  October  and  an  exceptionally  late  bird  at  Ynyshir  Ceredigion  on 
Nov.  24th.  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Apr.  May  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov. 

13  1  1  2  67  37  1  1 

GUILLEMOT  Uria  aalge  GWYLOG 

Counts  of  adults  on  breeding  ledges  were  received  as  follows:  Pembroke:  Skokholm  643, 
Skomer  8427,  Ramsey  2397  and  Castle  Martin  peninsula  6457;  Ceredigion:  Cardigan 
Island  9;  Caernarfon:  Bardsey  282,  Ynysoedd  Gwylan  171  birds  ashore.  No  other  Welsh 
breeding  sites  reported  on. 

RAZORBILL  Alca  torda  LLURS 

Counts  of  adults  on  breeding  ledges  were  received  as  follows:  Pembroke:  Skokholm  818, 
Skomer  3085,  Ramsey  1088  and  Castle  Martin  peninsula  588;  Ceredigion:  Cardigan  Island 
20;  Caernarfon:  Bardsey  108  plus  142  nests  found  in  boulder  sites,  Ynysoedd  Gwylan  61 
birds  ashore.  No  other  Welsh  breeding  sites  reported  on.  Coordinated  counts  in  Cardigan 
Bay  (see  under  Red-throated  Diver)  gave  2099  in  October  but  only  1 13  in  November. 

BLACK  GUILLEMOT  Cepphus  grylle *  GWYLOG  DDU 

In  Anglesey  singles  at  Ynys  Llanddwyn  on  Apr.  10th  and  Sept.  16th,  up  to  6  in  the  Traeth 
Lligwy/Moelfre  area  from  Feb.  10th- Apr.  5th,  present  at  Penmon  from  Feb.  16th-Apr.  9th, 
with  2  on  3rd,  and  6  present  at  Fedw  Fawr  on  May  26th  and  June  12th.  The  latter  is  the  only 
breeding  site  presently  known  in  Wales.  Singles  in  Pembroke  at  Fishguard  harbour  on  May 
20th  and  Flimston  from  June  17- 19th  and  one  in  Bardsey  Sound  Caernarfon  on  13th  were 
the  only  other  records  received. 

LITTLE  AUK  Alle  alle*  CARFIL  BACH 

In  Pembroke  one  freshly  dead  at  Broadhaven  North  on  Jan.  16th  and  the  corpse  of  a  winter 
casualty  picked  up  on  Skokholm  in  March.  Off  Strumble  Head  singles  passed  on  Oct.  3rd, 
4th  and  30th,  Nov.  12th  and  15th  and  Dec.  3rd  and  4th;  one  found  dead  at  Ynyslas 
Ceredigion  on  Jan.  17th;  in  Anglesey  one  picked  up  at  Trearddur  Bay  on  Jan.  13th  died, 
one  inshore  and  2  W  at  Cemlyn  on  23rd  and  one  at  Malltraeth  on  Nov.  18th. 

PUFFIN  Fratercula  arctic  a  PAL 

Breeding  counts  in  Pembroke  were:  Skokholm  3320  birds  ashore  on  Apr.  18th  and  7472  on 
June  30th,  Skomer  6000-6500  pairs  estimated  but  a  count  of  19,600  ashore  there  in  July 
included  non-breeders,  8  occupied  burrows  on  North  Bishop.  No  other  Welsh  breeding  sites 
reported  on. 

STOCK  DOVE  Columba  oenas  COLOMEN  WYLLT 

Significant  winter  flocks  only  reported  here  and  these  must  be  incomplete.  There  were  58  at 
Cwm  Ivy  marsh  Glamorgan  on  Jan.  10th,  50  at  Ynyshir  Ceredigion  during  January  and,  in 
Brecon,  300+  in  linseed  stubble  at  Talgarth  in  January  and  February,  perhaps  the  largest 
winter  flock  noted  in  Wales,  45  at  Llanhamlach  on  Mar.  31st,  40  on  oil-seed  rape  stubble  at 
Pennorth  on  Sept.  4th  and  150  similarly  at  Garthbrengy  on  Dec.  24th. 
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TURTLE  DOVE  Streptopelia  turtur*  TURTUR 

Breeds  only  in  Gwent.  Elsewhere  a  total  of  79-83+  passage  birds  noted,  all  but  8  in  spring 
between  Apr.  29th  and  June  17th.  The  8  autumn  records  fell  between  Aug.  8th  and  Oct.  6th. 
Records  came  from  Glamorgan  (9),  Carmarthen  (5),  Pembroke  (35-39+),  Radnor  (1), 
Caernarfon  (c.22)  and  Anglesey  (8).  Monthly  totals  were: 

Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct. 

3  63+  6+  0  3  4  1 

YELLOW-BILLED  CUCKOO  Coccyzus  cimericcmus*  COG  B1GFELEN 

One  near  Porthclais  St.  David’s  Pembroke  on  Oct.  30th  was  the  4th  Welsh  record  and  the 
first  this  century. 

BARN  OWL  Tyto  alba  *  TYLLUAN  WEN 

Breeding  season  counts  received  are  listed  but  should  not  be  regarded  as  complete  surveys. 
Glamorgan:  breeding  proved  in  3  sites  and  present  in  12  others;  Ceredigion:  breeding  in 
good  numbers  throughout  the  county  and,  of  27  nest  recorded,  17  had  young  in  4  broods  of 
4,  8  of  3  and  5  of  2;  Brecon:  recorded  in  10  sites,  with  breeding  proved  in  4,  3  of  them  in 
the  Llanwrtyd/Llangammarch  area;  Montgomery;  14  pairs  noted  on  hill  territories,  12 
proved  to  breed  raised  29  young;  Anglesey:  recorded  at  12  sites  during  the  year,  with 
breeding  proved  at  Cors  Erddreiniog.  In  Pembroke  one  was  found  dead  in  a  pole-trap  at 
Walwyn’s  Castle  on  Aug.  2nd  and  there  was  one  on  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  Oct.  1 1th. 

LITTLE  OWL  Athene  noctua  TYLLUAN  FACE 

Six  pairs  held  territory  on  Bardsey  Caernarfon. 

LONG-EARED  OWL  Asio  otus*  TYLLUAN  GORNIOG 

All  records  were:  Glamorgan:  one  on  Wentlooge  Levels  on  Jan.  1st  and  the  roost  at 
Euroclad  held  5  on  28th  and  3  on  Mar.  2nd,  one  at  Hirwaun  Ponds  on  June  26th  and  an 
injured  female  taken  into  care  at  Tythegston  on  Feb.  3rd;  Carmarthen:  one  at  Cynghordy 
on  Apr.  5th;  Pembroke:  singles  at  Rhodiad  y  Brenin  from  Jan.  2- 17th  and  Treleddyd  on 
Oct.  18th;  Caernarfon:  singles  on  Bardsey  on  May  30th  and  from  Aug.  25th  to  Sept.  21st, 
when  it  was  found  dead,  and  2  on  Nov.  5th;  Clwyd:  a  pair  near  Llangollen  did  not  nest. 

A  wing  considered  to  be  of  this  species  was  washed  ashore  at  Sker  beach  Glamorgan  on 
Jan.  10th. 

SHORT-EARED  OWL  A.  flammeus*  TYLLUAN  GLUSTIOG 

The  only  breeding  pairs  reported  were  8-9  on  Skomer  Pembroke,  which  fledged  25-30 
young  and  one  pair  on  Lake  Vyrnwy  RSPB  reserve  Montgomery,  where  one  was  taken  by 
a  Goshawk.  Away  from  breeding  sites  recorded  in  every  month  except  January  and  May  but 
numbers  small,  with  a  total  of  c.39  recorded  in  Glamorgan  (4),  Carmarthen  (4), 
Pembroke  (13),  Ceredigion  (3),  Radnor  (2),  Caernarfon  (1),  Clwyd  (7)  and  Anglesey 
(5).  All  records  were  of  single  birds  except  for  2  at  Kenfig  Dunes  Glamorgan  on  Feb.  28th. 
Monthly  totals  were: 


Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 


3  8  1  3  0  2 

1 

1 

2 

7  5  7 

NIGHTJAR  Caprimulgus  europaeus* 

TROELLWR  MAWR 

Breeding  season  counts  received  are  listed.  They  do  not  represent  a  complete  survey  of  the 
Welsh  population.  Glamorgan:  recorded  in  14  sites,  with  a  min.  total  of  26  males.  Most 
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were  found  at  Margam  Mountain,  with  4,  and  Maesgwyn  near  Banwen,  with  7; 
Carmarthen:  one  male  at  Brechfa  Forest  in  late  May;  Pembroke:  a  pair  at  Velindre 
Farchog  in  May;  Brecon:  3  males  in  the  Crychan  Forest,  not  a  complete  count,  and  one  in 
forestry  on  Mynydd  Epynt;  Montgomery:  breeding  birds  present  but  no  counts;  Radnor: 
males  present  in  2  sites;  Clwyd:  2  males  at  Pentre  Llyn  Cymer,  2  in  Clocaenog  Forest  and  3 
at  Nercwys  Mountain;  a  pair  failed  on  the  edge  of  Ruabon  Moor.  None  was  found  in 
Ceredigion. 

SWIFT  Apus  cipus  GWENNOL  DDU 

There  was  a  very  large  spring  gathering  of  this  common  Welsh  summer  visitor  of  2000+  at 
Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  Glamorgan  on  May  12th  and  an  autumn  max.  there  of  400  on  Aug. 
3rd. 

KINGFISHER  Alcedo  atthis  GLAS  Y  DORLAND 

In  Anglesey,  where  it  is  scarce,  pairs  probably  bred  at  2  sites  on  R.  Cefni  and  near  Cefni 
Res.  It  is  also  comparatively  scarce  in  W.  Glamorgan  where  4  probable  or  proven  breeding 
pairs  were  found.  Elsewhere  the  only  systematic  counts  reported  for  this  fairly  widespread 
species  were  from  Brecon,  with  4  pairs  on  R.  Usk  between  Pencelli  and  Talybont,  3  on  R. 
Irfon  between  Garth  and  Llanwrtyd  Wells  and  single  pairs  on  R.  Wye  at  Builth  Wells, 
Llyswen  and  Glasbury. 

BEE-EATER  Merops  apiaster*  GWYBEDOG  Y  GWENYN 

1993:  One  at  Llanfihangel-y-Creuddyn  Ceredigion  on  June  26th. 

HOOPOE  Upupa  epops*  COPOG 

Totals  of  10  in  spring  between  Apr.  1st  and  May  18th  and  singles  on  Sept.  15th  and  22nd,  in 
Glamorgan  (1),  Carmarthen  (2),  Pembroke  (8)  and  Ceredigion  (1).  Seven  were  seen  in 
April,  3  in  May  and  2  in  September. 

WRYNECK  Jynx  torquilla*  PENGAM 

One  at  Skomer  Pembroke  from  Sept.  3-9th  was  the  only  record. 

GREEN  WOODPECKER  Picus  viridis  CNOCELL  WERDD 

This  widespread  Welsh  species  is  scarce  on  Anglesey  but  there  were  records  from  5  sites 
there.  It  is  also  declining  sharply  in  Ceredigion,  where  the  only  record  was  of  2  pairs  at 
Ynyshir  RSPB  reserve.  See  also  table  on  p.  55. 

SHORT-TOED  LARK  Calandrella  br achy  dactyl  a*  EHEDYDD  LLWYD 

1993:  One  at  South  Stack  Anglesey  on  May  25th. 

1994:  An  adult  at  Dale  A/F  Pembroke  from  Aug.  19-25th. 

WOODLARK  LuIIula  arborea  *  EHEDYDD  Y  COED 

An  interesting  influx  in  late  autumn  in  Glamorgan,  with  a  party  of  10  at  East  Moor  Farm 
Scurlage  on  Nov.  3rd  and  one  of  8+  at  Clyne  GC  on  Dec.  21st. 

SKYLARK  Alauda  arvensis  EHEDYDD 

A  survey  of  winter  stubbles  in  Brecon  found  510  in  7  flocks  in  the  SE  of  the  county,  the 
largest  being  of  160  between  Glasbury  and  Llyswen  in  November  and  80  at  Garthbrengy 
and  90  at  Pennorth  in  December.  There  was  a  flock  of  350  at  Llangwm  Pembroke  on  Dec. 
21st  and  80  at  the  Braint  Est.  Anglesey  on  9th.  See  table  on  p.  55. 
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SHORELARK  Eremophila  alpestris*  EHEDYDD  Y  TRAETH 

The  bird  present  at  the  end  of  1993  was  refound  at  Cemlyn  Anglesey  on  Feb.  20th, 
remaining  to  Mar.  27th. 

SAND  MARTIN  Riparia  riparia  GWENNOL  Y  GLENNYDD 

Systematic  counts  of  breeding  birds  were  made  as  follows:  Gwent:  on  R.  Usk  190  pairs 
between  Abergavenny  and  Llanwenarth  and  90  from  Gobion  to  The  Bryn,  on  R.  Monnow 
120-130  between  Pandy  and  Monmouth  Cap;  Glamorgan  (W):  375-380  pairs  distributed  on 
R.  Loughor  c.305,  mainly  above  Pontarddulais,  R.  Tawe  c.60,  R.  Clydach  2,  R.  Neath  11; 
Carmarthen:  a  survey  of  R.  Tywi  and  its  tributaries  found  2089  nests,  distributed  on  Rs. 
Tywi  1692,  Cenenn  34,  the  Llandovery  Bran  100,  Cothi  128,  the  Talley  Dulais  22,  the 
Llansawel  Marlais  96  and  the  Llanwrda  Dulais  17;  Ceredigion:  small  sea-cliff  colonies 
noted  at  Aberarth  and  Llansantffraid  but  no  other  sites  counted;  Brecon:  100  pairs  in  one 
colony  on  R.  Wye  at  Glasbury,  20  pairs  along  R.  Irfon  from  Llangammarch  to  Llanwrtyd 
and  30  pairs  in  one  colony  at  the  shallow  end  of  Talybont  Res. 

There  was  one  in  Montgomery  on  Feb.  14th.  Spring  passage  max.  included  counts  of  320  at 
Kenfig  Pool  Glamorgan  on  Mar.  30th,  500+  on  nearby  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  on  Apr.  7th 
and  1200+  there  on  25th,  600  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  Gwent  on  1st  and  1000  there  over  2-5th 
and  1 6th/l 7th.  In  the  autumn  there  were  max.  of  1000  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  on  July 
1 1th,  1000  at  the  Teifi  marshes  Pembroke  in  July  and  2000  at  Kenfig  Pool  Glamorgan  on 
Sept.  1st. 

SWALLOW  Hirundo  rustica  GWENNOL 

No  breeding  counts  received  for  this  common  summer  visitor.  The  largest  spring  passage 
gatherings  were  of  200  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  Glamorgan  on  Apr.  23rd  and  1000+  at 
Kenfig  Pool  on  26th.  There  were  some  very  substantial  autumn  movements  in  south  Wales 
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with,  in  Glamorgan,  fairly  widespread  counts  of  300-600  in  late  August  and  September, 
4000+  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  Sept.  1st,  5000  E  at  Lavemock  Point  on  16th  and  10,000  E  there 
on  24th,  with  similar  numbers  at  Nash  Point.  This  movement  was  noted  further  up  the 
Bristol  Channel  with  a  massive  movement  of  6500  E  per  hour  for  3  hours  at  Goldcliff 
Gwent.  Elsewhere  in  Gwent  there  were  2000  at  Llanvaches  on  Aug.  30th  and  1000  at 
Collister  Pill  on  Sept.  4th  and  similar  numbers  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  on  17th.  Other  major 
roosts  were  noted  in  Ceredigion  with  2000+  at  the  Teifi  marshes  during  July/August  and 
similar  numbers  at  the  Dyfi  Est.  on  Aug.  5th.  Inland  the  largest  count  was  300  at  Llangorse 
Lake  Brecon  on  Aug.  26th.  See  table  on  p.  55. 

HOUSE  MARTIN  Delichon  urbica  GWENNOL  Y  BONDO 

No  breeding  counts  received  for  this  common  Welsh  summer  visitor.  The  largest  spring 
passage  gathering  was  of  100  at  Kenfig  Pool  Glamorgan  on  June  3rd.  Again  some 
considerable  autumn  movements  in  south  Wales.  In  Glamorgan  there  were  450  at  Eglwys 
Nunydd  Res.  on  Aug.  31st,  4000  E  at  Lavernock  Point  on  Sept.  16th  and  5000  E  at  Nash 
Point  on  24th,  a  movement  again  reflected  further  up  the  Bristol  Channel,  with  20,000  E  in 
3  hours  at  Goldcliff  Gwent.  Elsewhere  in  Gwent  there  were  1000  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  on 
17th.  Inland  500  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  on  10th  was  the  largest  gathering. 

RICHARD’S  PIPIT  Anthus  novaeseelandiae*  -  CORHEDYDD  RICHARD 

In  Pembroke  singles  at  Skokholm  from  Oct.  14- 15th  and  at  Ramsey  from  Nov.  1  -9th. 
Singles  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  Sept.  27th  and  from  Oct.  10- 16th  and  on  20th. 

TAWNY  PIPIT  A.  campestris*  CORHEDYDD  MELYN 

One  at  Ramsey  Pembroke  on  May  7th. 

ROCK  PIPIT  A.  petrosus  CORHEDYDD  Y  GRAIG 

In  Glamorgan  bred  at  Flatholm,  Ogmore,  Southerndown,  Aberthaw,  Nash  Point,  Penarth 
and  Llantwit  Major;  in  Pembroke  44  pairs  on  Skokholm  and  25  on  Ramsey;  in  Caernarfon 
34  territories  on  Bardsey.  No  other  Welsh  breeding  sites  reported  on. 

WATER  PIPIT  A.  spinoletta *  CORHEDYDD  Y  D$R 

A  total  of  23  recorded.  In  the  early  months  single  birds  were  wintering  in  Glamorgan, 
Carmarthen  and  Brecon  and  there  were  3  in  Anglesey;  one  returned  to  the  Ogmore  Est. 
Glamorgan  to  winter  on  Oct.  29th  and  there  was  one  in  the  Glaslyn  marshes  Meirionnydd 
on  Dec.  20th.  Otherwise  a  small  spring  passage  involved  1 1  birds  between  Mar.  4th  and 
May  25th  and,  in  autumn,  4  at  Penally  Pembroke  on  Oct.  7th.  Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

4  5  6  7  2  5  1  2 

YELLOW  WAGTAIL  Motacilla  flava  *  SIGLEN  FELEN 

Breeding  records  came  from  only  4  counties  as  follows:  Gwent:  8  pairs  bred  on  an 
unfinished  golf  course  at  Peterstone/Wentlooge  and  7  other  widely  scattered  breeding  pairs 
located,  of  which  some  were  nesting  in  ‘set-aside’  or  potatoes;  Brecon:  9  pairs  in  the  Wye 
valley  between  Llyswen  and  Glasbury,  3  in  the  Llynfi  valley  between  Three  Cocks  and 
Trefecca,  3  pairs  in  the  Usk  valley  between  Pencelli  and  Talybont  and  2-3  at  Llangorse 
Lake;  Montgomery:  8-10  pairs  bred  at  Dolydd  Hafren  but  other  sites  not  reported  on: 
Clwyd:  6  pairs  at  Shotwick  Fields.  The  first  breeding  birds  arrived  on  Mar.  31st  (Glasbury 
Brecon). 
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Elsewhere  there  was  a  very  small  but  widespread  spring  passage  between  Apr.  30th  and 
June  4th  and  a  more  marked  autumn  movement  through  August  to  Oct.  10th.  The  largest 
autumn  gatherings  were  in  Glamorgan,  with  60  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  Aug.  25th  and  36  at 
Rumney  Great  Wharf  on  Sept.  1st,  and  Brecon,  with  36  at  Glasbury  on  July  27th  and  23  at 
Llangorse  Lake  on  Aug.  28th. 

Birds  showing  the  characters  of  the  Blue-headed  race  flciva  were  noted  at  Cemlyn 
Anglesey  on  May  14th,  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  June  7th,  Aberthaw  Glamorgan  on  10th 
and  Sandy  Water  Park  Llanelli  Carmarthen  on  Oct.  4th  and  5th. 

GREY  WAGTAIL  M.  cinerea  SIGLEN  LWYD 

Lew  systematic  counts  for  this  common  species  of  Welsh  rivers  but,  in  Gwent,  10  pairs 
along  the  Gwent  stretch  of  the  Grwyne  Lawr,  4  in  the  Whitebrook  valley,  5  on  R.  Monnow, 
6  on  R.  Honddu  and  4  on  R.  Usk  at  Llanwenarth. 

PIED  WAGTAIL  M.  alba  SIGLEN  FRAITH 

A  marked  passage  of  birds  showing  the  characters  of  the  race  alba  (White  Wagtails)  was 
noted  in  April,  with  max.  of  14  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  Gwent  on  22nd,  40  at  Cemlyn 
Anglesey  on  the  23rd  and  42  at  Ynyslas  Ceredigion  at  the  end  of  the  month.  See  also  table 
on  p.  55. 

DIPPER  Cinclus  cinclus  BRONWEN  Y  D$R 

Systematic  counts  of  this  widespread  species  of  Welsh  rivers  received  as  follows:  Gwent: 
Llanthony  valley  6  pairs,  R.  Angiddy  5,  R.  Trothy  2,  and  on  R.  Grwyne  Lawr  10  of  which  8 
were  double  brooded  and  which  altogether  laid  79  eggs,  5  nesting  attempts  failed  and  the 
rest  produced  42  young;  Glamorgan  (S  &  M):  present  on  all  main  rivers  in  the  uplands, 
with  breeding  proved  at  8  sites  and  birds  present  at  10  others;  Brecon:  6  pairs  along  R.  Irfon 
between  Garth  and  Llanwrtyd  reared  only  5  young;  Montgomery:  7  pairs  on  Lake  Vyrnwy 
RSPB  reserve,  8  on  R.  Mule,  3  on  R.  Bechan,  5  on  R.  Rhiw,  4  on  R.  Mochdre  and  6  on  R. 
Carno. 

NIGHTINGALE  Luscinia  megaryhnchos*  EOS 

1993:  One  trapped  at  Kenfig  Pool  Glamorgan  on  Nov.  6th. 

1994:  Singles  trapped  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  May  13th  and  14th. 

BLUETHROAT  L.  svecica*  BRONLAS 

One  trapped  on  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  Oct.  10th  was  only  the  second  record  for  the  island. 

BLACK  REDSTART  Phoenicurus  ochropus*  TINGOCH  DU 

1993:  One  at  Rhossili  Glamorgan  on  Oct.  29th. 

1994:  Six  birds  were  apparently  wintering  in  the  early  months  in  Glamorgan,  Carmarthen, 
Pembroke  (3)  and  Clwyd.  Spring  passage  was  noted  between  Mar.  5th  and  May  28th  and 
probably  involved  no  more  than  20  birds,  one  was  seen  in  July  and  autumn  passage  was  first 
noted  on  Oct.  7th.  Noted  in  all  counties  as  follows:  Gwent  (3),  Glamorgan  (23-24), 
Carmarthen  (12),  Pembroke  (3  in  winter,  1-2  in  4  sites  in  spring  and  1-5  in  14  sites  in 
autumn),  Ceredigion  (3  in  spring  and  a  scatter  along  the  coast  in  autumn),  Brecon  (1), 
Radnor  (2),  Montgomery  (1),  Caernarfon  (6  in  spring,  one  on  July  18th,  up  to  5  on  8 
dates  in  October  and  up  to  3  on  8  in  November,  all  at  Bardsey),  Anglesey  (4)  and  Clwyd 
(3).  Monthly  totals  are  not  available  but  at  least  17  were  still  present  in  December. 
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WHINCHAT  Saxicola  rubetra  CREC  YR  EITHIN 

The  long-running  survey  of  this  common  Welsh  summer  visitor  in  Gwent  recorded  40  pairs 
on  the  Blorenge,  30  on  Mynydd  Garnclochdy  and  19  on  Mynydd-y-Garn  Fawr;  a  total  of 
234  young  were  ringed  from  54  nests.  In  Brecon  a  50%  decline  was  noted  in  the  Llanwrtyd 
Wells  area  and  one  of  27%  on  Mynydd  Epynt. 

STONECHAT  S.  torquata  CLOCHDAR  Y  CERRIG 

The  breeding  population  is  at  a  high  level  following  recent  mild  winters  and  systematic 
counts  were  received  as  follows:  Gwent:  5  pairs  on  the  Blorenge  and  6  on  Mynydd 
Gamclochdy/Gamwen;  42  young  were  ringed  from  9  nests.  Glamorgan:  at  least  20  pairs 
altogether  in  1 1  sites  in  S  &  M  Glamorgan,  including  6  at  Kenfig.  On  Gower  bred  in  at  least 
20  sites  and  a  max.  of  37  adults  and  juveniles  on  Clyne  Common  on  Aug.  21st;  Pembroke: 
15  pairs  bred  on  Ramsey.  No  other  counts  but  high  numbers  noted;  Brecon:  9  pairs  found  in 
the  county,  a  high  total;  Montgomery:  4  pairs  on  Morfa  Dyfi  NR  and  5  on  Lake  Vymwy 
RSPB  reserve. 

RING  OUZEL  Turdus  torquatus  MWYALCHEN  Y  MYNYDD 

Although  the  records  received  do  not  pretend  to  be  a  complete  survey,  they  suggest  further 
worrying  decline  in  this  upland  species.  In  Gwent  there  was  no  confirmed  breeding  in  the 
Trefil  quarries,  a  long-established  site;  in  Glamorgan  single  pairs  bred  at  Graig  Fawr  and 
Graig  Fach  near  Cwmparc  Mid  Glamorgan,  with  a  third  present  in  another  site,  and  a  pair 
bred  at  Abergwynfi  West  Glamorgan,  the  first  such  record  in  the  county  for  some  years;  in 
Brecon  14  pairs  were  found  in  the  Brecon  Beacons/Black  Mountains,  of  which  6  bred 
successfully;  there  was  one  pair  on  Lake  Vyrnwy  RSPB  reserve  but  the  species  was  found 
extinct  on  Mynydd  Hiraethog  Clwyd  compared  to  5  pairs  in  1977. 

FIELDFARE  T.  pilaris  SOCAN  EIRA 

Fairly  widespread  flocks  of  up  to  300  at  both  ends  of  the  year  but  larger  flocks  were  few  and 
noted  as  follows:  Gwent:  500  on  the  Olway  Meadows  on  Mar.  5th;  Glamorgan:  400+  at 
Merthyr  Mawr  on  Jan.  1st  and  650  there  on  Nov.  21st;  Carmarthen:  400  at  Cwmffrwd  on 
Nov.  9th  and  500  at  Llandeilo  on  29th;  Brecon:  300  at  Glancammdwr  on  Feb.  5th,  1200 
flying  SE  at  Llanwrtyd  Wells  on  Nov.  2nd  and  750  between  Upper  Chapel  and  Cwm  Owen 
on  14th.  There  was  one  at  Llanberis  Caernarfon  on  Aug.  8th. 

SONG  THRUSH  T.  philomelos  BRONFRAITH 

One  systematic  count  for  this  common  Welsh  songbird  of  at  least  50  singing  males  in  small 
forestry  blocks  on  the  open  moorlands  of  Mynydd  Epynt  Brecon.  See  table  on  p.  55. 

REDWING  T.  iliacus  COCH  DAN-ADEN 

Although  smaller  flocks  were  fairly  widespread,  the  only  ones  of  300  or  more  reported  in 
the  early  months  were  in  Gwent,  with  400  at  Dingestow  on  Feb.  6th,  500  at  Llandevaud  on 
9th  and  300  at  Monmouth  on  the  21st.  Two  were  found  summering  in  the  Aber  area 
Caernarfon  in  late  June.  In  November  a  large  movement/arrival  as  follows:  Gwent  300  at 
Undy  on  6th;  Glamorgan;  673  S  at  Lavemock  Point  on  4th,  380  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  11th, 
1400  over  Port  Talbot  on  1st,  1800  on  2nd,  1650  on  16th  and  420  on  17th;  Carmarthen: 
400  at  Llandeilo  on  17th  and  500  at  Cynghordy  on  23rd;  Caernarfon:  500  at  Bardsey  on 
3rd;  Brecon:  5  flocks  totalling  c.1700  around  Llanwrtyd  Wells  on  15th  and  500  at  Garth  on 
29th.  At  the  end  of  the  year  800+  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  Gwent  in  December  and  3  roosts, 
each  of  ‘several  hundreds'  in  Glamorgan,  one  in  pines,  one  in  buddleia  and  one  in  willow. 
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CETTI’S  WARBLER  Cettia  cetti*  TELOR  CETTI 

All  records  were:  Glamorgan:  a  female  trapped  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  June  14th  and  July  29th 
had  a  brood  patch.  Further  singles  trapped  on  Oct.  12th  and  15th,  perhaps  2  present  on  Nov. 
4th,  a  male  singing  on  16th  and  2  present  on  24th.  Under-recorded  at  Oxwich  but  a  max.  of 
4  males  recorded.  Carmarthen:  4  singing  males  at  Dyfatty  marsh  in  spring/early  summer 
and  2  more  from  Dyfatty  to  Ashpits  Pond.  The  latter  site  was  colonised  during  the  summer 
and  birds  remained  during  the  early  winter.  Two  singing  males  at  Ffrwd  Fen,  one  at  Pinged 
and  up  to  4  at  Witchett  Pond  during  the  breeding  season.  Pembroke:  2  singing  males  at 
Kilpaison  and  one  heard  in  winter  at  Freshwater  West,  where  the  species  has  bred; 
Pembroke/Ceredigion:  10+  singing  males  at  the  Teifi  marshes,  several  of  which  proved  to 
breed;  Brecon:  one  singing  at  Llangorse  Lake  on  Dec.  1 1th. 

SEDGE  WARBLER  Acrocephalus  schoenobanus  TELOR  YR  HESG 

In  Carmarthen  a  survey  of  this  widespread  Welsh  summer  visitor  in  fenland  in  the  SE 
between  Penallt  and  Hendy  found  125  singing  males,  with  the  main  groups  at  Penallt  16, 
Banc-y-Lord  marsh  10,  the  area  south  of  Bynea  14  and  Llangennech  11;  there  were  also  60 
singing  males  along  the  R.  Tywi  and  its  associated  marshes  from  Llanwrda  to  Carmarthen. 
Heavy  spring  passage  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  from  May  9- 15th,  with  totals  of  over  100  on 
4  days  and  250  on  13th.  See  table  on  p.  55. 

REED  WARBLER  A.  scirpaceus  TELOR  Y  CRYS 

Systematic  counts  of  this  localised  Welsh  summer  visitor  were:  Carmarthen:  a  survey  of 
reedbeds  in  the  SE  from  Penallt  to  Hendy  found  a  total  of  333  singing  males,  with  the  main 
groups  at  Ffrwd  Fen  30,  Dyfatty  29,  Ashpits  Pond  31,  Techon  marsh  28  and  Llangennech 
54;  Ceredigion:  26  singing  males  at  Ynyshir  RSPB  reserve,  an  increase  of  4  on  the  previous 
max.  count  in  1992,  one  also  singing  in  the  lower  Rheidol  valley;  Radnor:  bred  at 
Llanbwchllyn  and  along  R.  Wye  at  Hay;  Montgomery:  3  pairs  again  bred  at  the  new  site  at 
Morfa  Dyfi.  Breeding  birds  also  noted  in  6  sites  in  Anglesey.  One  at  Porthclais  Pembroke 
on  Nov.  12th  was  the  latest  record  for  the  county  and  apparently  for  Wales. 

ICTERINE  WARBLER  Hippolais  icterina*  TELOR  AUR 

One  trapped  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  May  30th. 

MELODIOUS  WARBLER  H.  polyglotta*  TELOR  PER 

In  Pembroke  singles  at  Skokholm  on  Aug.  7th  and  30th  and  Skomer  on  Sept.  1 1th.  A  male 
singing  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  June  13th  and  one  there  on  Sept.  3rd. 

DARTFORD  WARBLER  Sylvia  undata  *  TELOR  DARTFORD 

One  at  Oxwich  Glamorgan  on  Mar.  20th  and  21st  was  the  4th  for  the  county  and  the  first 
since  1980. 

SUBALPINE  WARBLER  S.  cantiUans *  TELOR  BRONGOCH 

In  Pembroke  singles  at  Skomer  on  May  14th  and  Skokholm  on  29th. 

SARDINIAN  WARBLER  5.  melanocephala  *  TELOR  SARDINIA 

One  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  from  June  2-7th  was  the  second  for  Wales. 


BARRED  WARBLER  S.  nisoria  *  TELOR  RHESOG 

One  trapped  at  Kenfig  Pool  Glamorgan  on  Sept.  4th. 
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BLACKCAP  S.  atricapilla  TELOR  PEND  DU 

Wintering  records  only  are  given  for  this  common  breeding  summer  visitor.  Altogether  70+ 
were  noted  in  January  and  February  and  40+  in  November  and  December,  although  not  all 
November  birds  were  necessarily  wintering.  Birds  were  noted  in  Glamorgan  (45+  &  22+) 
Carmarthen  (10  &  6),  Pembroke  (7  &  12),  Ceredigion  (4-5  &  1),  Brecon  (1  &  2), 
Anglesey  (1  &  3)  and  Clwyd  (1  &  0).  See  also  table  on  p.  55. 

PALLAS’S  WARBLER  Phylloscopus  prove gulus *  TELOR  PALLAS 

Singles  at  Strumble  Head  Pembroke  on  Oct.  9th,  Whitchurch  Cardiff  Glamorgan  on  Nov. 
21st  and  Aberdare  on  Dec.  12th. 

YELLOW-BROWED  WARBLER  Ph.  inornatus*  TELOR  AELFELYN 

One  trapped  at  Kenfig  Pool  Glamorgan  on  Oct.  8th.  In  Pembroke  2  at  Skokholm  on  Oct. 
8th  and  one  next  day  and  singles  at  Strumble  Head  on  9th,  Porthclais  from  29th-Nov.  2nd 
and  Skomer  on  Nov.  3rd;  in  Caernarfon  one  at  Bardsey  on  Sept.  23rd,  2  on  Oct.  13th  and 
one  on  22nd;  one  trapped  in  Clocaenog  Forest  Clwyd  on  Oct.  22nd;  in  Anglesey  one  at 
Soldiers  Point  on  Oct.  28th. 

CHIFFCHAFF  Ph.  collybita  SIFF-SAFF 

Wintering  birds  only  are  given  for  this  common  breeding  summer  visitor,  as  follows; 
Glamorgan:  a  total  of  27+  in  January  and  February  and  17+  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Records 
included  counts  of  5  along  the  R.  Taff  Cardiff  and  4  at  Kenfig  in  the  early  months  and  a 
max.  of  7  at  Kenfig  on  Nov.  16th,  some  perhaps  late  migrants;  Carmarthen:  max.  of  8  at 
Cydweli  s/f  in  January  and  20  on  Dec.  30th.  Elsewhere  one  at  each  end  of  the  year; 
Pembroke:  6  in  January /February  and  10  at  the  end  of  the  year;  Ceredigion:  one  at  Ynyshir 
in  December;  Anglesey:  4  at  Soldier’s  Point  and  one  at  Breakwater  quarry  in  January  and 
one  at  the  former  site  on  Dec.  2nd.  Birds  showing  characters  of  one  of  the  races 
tristis/abietinus  were  noted  at  Kenfig  in  January  (1),  November  (3)  and  December  (1)  and 
there  were  2  at  each  end  of  the  year  at  Cydweli  s/f.  See  table  on  p.  55. 

FIRECREST  Regulus  ignicapillus*  DRYW  PENFFLAMGOCH 

One  found  singing  in  Radnor  Forest  Radnor  in  June.  Otherwise  8  in  the  early  months  to 
May  1st  and  26  at  the  end  of  the  year  from  September,  in  Glamorgan  (6),  Pembroke  (18), 
Caernarfon  (7)  and  Anglesey  (3).  In  winter  there  was  one  at  Cheriton  Glamorgan  on  Jan. 
2nd  and  3  in  Pembroke  in  the  early  months  and  there  were  3  in  Pembroke  in  December. 
Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 
43301  1002  15  64 

RED-BREASTED  FLYCATCHER  Ficedula  parva  *  GWYBEDOG  BRONGOCH 

In  Pembroke  one  on  Ramsey  from  Oct.  31st-Nov.  1st.  In  Caernarfon  singles  on  Bardsey 
on  May  18th,  June  5th,  Oct.  22nd  and  Nov.  2nd. 

PIED  FLYCATCHER  F.  hypoleuca  GWYBEDOG  BRITH 

Systematic  counts  for  this  common  Welsh  summer  visitor  were:  Glamorgan:  115  pairs  bred 
at  the  Cwm  Clydach  study  area,  91  in  boxes;  17  females  and  293  pulli  were  ringed. 
Carmarthen:  22  pairs  in  boxes  at  Gelli  Aur  fledged  46  young,  183  pairs  bred  in  boxes  at 
Gwenffrwyd/Dinas  RSPB  reserve,  fledging  1092  young  and  18  pairs  in  boxes  at  Abbey 
Woods  Whitland  reared  99  young.  Montgomery:  114  pairs  bred  at  Lake  Vyrnwy  RSPB 
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reserve  and  420  young  were  ringed.  The  mean  brood  size  of  4.31  indicated  here  was  sharply 
lower  than  that  for  1993  (5.68). 

BEARDED  TIT  Panurus  biarmicus*  TITW  BARFOG 

An  adult  female  at  Ynyshir  Ceredigion  from  Apr.  14th  to  Oct.  4th. 

GOLDEN  ORIOLE  Oriolus  oriolus*  EURYN 

In  Pembroke  singles  at  Dowrog  on  May  7th,  Skokholm  on  June  5th  and  St.  Brides  on  15th; 
in  Ceredigion  males  at  Llangoedmore  on  May  3rd  and  Ynyshir  on  30th;  in  Caernarfon  an 
adult  male,  an  immature  female  and  3  immatures  males  at  Bardsey  between  May  14th  and 
29th;  in  Anglesey  singles  at  Newborough  Warren  on  May  3rd  and  Penmon  on  13th. 

RED-BACKED  SHRIKE  Lanius  collurio*  CIGYDD  CEFNGOCH 

Singles  at  Skomer  Pembroke  on  May  24th.  27th  and  31st  and  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on 
Sept.  14th. 

GREAT  GREY  SHRIKE  L.  excubitor*  CIGYDD  MAWR 

Two  wintering  in  the  early  months  and  3  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  a  small  influx  in 
March/April,  as  follows:  Glamorgan:  one  at  Treoes  from  late  1993  until  Jan.  8th; 
Carmarthen:  singles  at  Dryslwyn  on  Nov.  8th  and  Ffairfach  from  Dec.  16-23rd; 
Pembroke:  one  at  Lawrenny  on  Jan.  2nd;  Brecon:  singles  at  Llanwrtyd  Wells  on  Mar.  3rd 
and  in  Crychan  Forest  from  20th  to  Apr.  27th,  with  2  there  and  one  at  Blaengwdi  on  13th; 
Brecon/Carmarthen:  one  at  Usk  Res.  on  Apr.  19th;  Radnor:  a  male  singing  at 
Abbeycwmhir  in  April;  Anglesey:  one  at  Cemlyn  Bay  on  Apr.  24th;  Clwyd:  one  in 
Clocaenog  Forest  on  Dec.  6th. 

WOODCHAT  SHRIKE  L.  senator*  CIGYDD  PENGOCH 

1993:  In  Gwent  singles  at  Magor  NR  on  May  14th  and  Caldicot  Moor  on  Aug.  8th. 

1994:  In  Pembroke  singles  at  St.  Davids  Head  on  May  14th  and  15th  and  Skomer  from  24- 
28th. 

CHOUGH  Pyrrhocorax  pyrrhocorax  BRAN  GOESGOCH 

A  winter  survey  in  Gwynedd  found  a  total  of  185  birds  in  very  poor  weather  on  Jan.  29th. 
Breeding  counts  received  were:  Glamorgan:  a  pair  again  bred  in  Gower,  raising  4  young 
but  2  birds  were  shot  on  Sept.  19th;  Pembroke:  38  pairs  fledged  a  total  of  57  young  on  the 
W  and  N  coasts  including,  3-4  pairs  fledging  4  young  on  Skomer,  8  fledging  13  on  Ramsey 
and  one  failing  on  Skokholm.  On  the  south  coast,  16-18  pairs  were  found  in  territory  of 
which  at  least  14  nested  and  9  reared  26  young;  Montgomery:  3  territorial  pairs  found; 
Caernarfon:  of  6  pairs  attempting  to  breed  on  Bardsey,  5  reared  16  young,  although  3  were 
found  dead  soon  after  fledging.  On  Aug.  13th  one  was  found  at  Newton  Burrows  Mid 
Glamorgan;  it  was  refound  at  Dunraven  in  September  and  then  present,  although 
infrequently  seen,  into  1995.  This  is  the  first  record  for  Glamorgan  outside  Gower  this 
century.  At  the  roost  at  Craig  yr  Aderyn  Meirionnydd  monthly  max.  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  July  Aug.  Oct.  Dec. 

39  34  28  30'  37  42  36  40 

JACKDAW  Coitus  monedula  JAC-Y-DO 

Large  roosts  of  this  very  common  Welsh  species  noted  as  follows:  Glamorgan:  max.  of 
5000  at  Ystrad/Llwynpia  on  Jan  2nd  and  3000  on  Oct.  15th,  and  3400  at  Danygraig 
Porthcawl  on  Jan.  3rd.  Flights  of  up  to  4000  over  Skewen  Neath  at  both  ends  of  the  year 
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may  have  been  to  a  different  roost.  Radnor:  up  to  1500  roosting  with  Starlings  at 
Llanfihangel  in  January.  See  table  on  p.  55. 

ROOK  Corvus  frugilegus  YDFRAN 

A  complete  survey  in  West  Glamorgan  recorded  986  nests  in  35  colonies,  a  decline  of  6% 
compared  to  1993;  in  Carmarthen  37  rookeries  counted  held  808  nests  and,  in  Pembroke, 
a  survey  of  colonies  within  10  miles  radius  of  Haverfordwest  found  a  total  of  770  nests,  a 
decline  of  20%  compared  to  the  average  for  the  previous  4  years.  In  Arthur  Chater’s  study 
area  of  600  Km2  north  of  grid  line  70  in  Ceredigion  there  were  61  colonies  with  a  total  of 
2228  nests.  A  paper  describing  this  20  year  survey  will  appear  in  Welsh  Birds  in  June  1996. 

HOODED  CROW  C.  corone  cornix*  BRAN  LWYD 

One  on  Skokholm  Pembroke  on  May  31st  and  2  on  Skomer  on  Sept.  2nd;  in  Caernarfon 
records  on  18  dates  between  Apr.  2nd  and  June  15th  on  Bardsey  perhaps  involved  3  birds, 
and  one  at  Foryd  Bay  on  Oct.  21st;  and,  in  Anglesey,  singles  at  Holyhead  on  Jan.  1st  and 
Nov.  5th.  Cemlyn  from  Jan.  8th  to  Feb.  27th  and  from  Oct.  3rd-Dec.  26th.  Llyn  Traffwll  on 
Jan.  23rd  and  Hen  Borth  on  June  14th;  hybrid  Carrion/Hooded  Crows  were  seen  at  Llyn 
Traffwll  on  Mar.  13th  and  Nov.  5th  and  there  was  one  paired  with  a  Carrion  Crow  at 
Clarach  Ceredigion. 

RAVEN  C.  corax  CIGFRAN 

Systematic  counts  of  this  widespread  Welsh  species  were:  27  pairs  attempted  breeding  on 
41  territories  on  399  Km2of  the  Brecon  Beacons  National  Park.  Of  the  27  nests  12  were  on 
cliffs,  14  in  trees  and  one  on  an  electricity  pylon.  Only  25  pairs  laid  eggs  and  of  12  nests 
monitored  3  failed,  one  robbed,  one  destroyed  and  one  cause  unknown;  the  mean  c/s  in 
these  nests  was  4.5.  In  Montgomery  9  pairs  bred  on  Lake  Vyrnwy  RSPB  reserve.  In 
Glamorgan  nesting  was  noted  on  the  lighting  towers  at  St.  Helen’s  RFC  ground  and 
elsewhere  on  electricity  pylons.  Outside  the  breeding  season  large  concentrations  noted 
were  of  a  max.  of  130-150  on  the  MoD  rubbish  tip  on  Mynydd  Epynt  Brecon  on  Nov.  5th, 
50+  near  Llyn  Rhos  Ddu  Anglesey  on  4th  and  up  to  60  at  a  feeding  station  at  Gigrin  Farm 
Radnor  in  December. 

STARLING  Sturnus  vulgaris  DRUDWEN 

Some  roost  counts  for  this  very  common  Welsh  species  were:  Glamorgan:  max.  of  20,000 
at  Kenfig  Pool  on  Jan.  25th  and  8000  on  Sept.  18th  and  3000+  at  Paviland  on  Oct.  25th; 
Brecon:  10.000  at  Llangorse  Lake  and  c.  10,000  on  Mynydd  Epynt  near  Llywel  in 
December;  Radnor:  a  max.  of  c. 50, 000  at  Llanfihangel  in  January.  See  table  on  p.  55. 

ROSE-COLOURED  STARLING  S.  roseus*  DRUDWEN  WRIDOG 

An  immature  by  Llansantffraed-Cwmdeuddwr  church  Rhayader  Radnor  from  Sept.  22- 
27th. 

TREE  SPARROW  Passer  montanus  GOLF  AN  Y  MYNYDD 

Winter  parties  and  flocks  probably  give  a  better  idea  of  status  than  the  scattered  breeding 
information  received.  They  are  summarised  in  the  table  on  p.  53.  Although  recorded  in 
every  county  except  Caernarfon  and  Gwent,  at  least  76%  of  these  birds  occurred  in 
Brecon,  Radnor  and  Clwyd  and  the  largest  flocks  were  of  60  near  Boughrood  Radnor  in 
January,  72  at  Llyn  Helyg  Clwyd  on  Feb.  6th  and  70  at  Garth  Brecon  on  Nov.  4th.  In 
Carmarthen  the  species  is  largely  confined  to  the  Tywi  valley.  Breeding  is  irregular  in 
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Pembroke  but  a  pair  bred  at  Mathry.  As  with  all  seed-eaters  the  main  habitats  were  linseed, 
oil-seed  rape  and  cereal  stubbles  and  weedy  root  fields. 

BRAMBLING  F.  montifringilla  PINC  Y  MYNYDD 

Major  flocks  were  largely  confined  to  east  and  south  Wales  and  by  far  the  largest  in  the 
table  on  p.  53  was  a  massive  flock  of  up  to  800  in  a  weedy  field  at  Gigrin  Farm  Rhayader 
Radnor  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


SERIN  Serinus  serinus*  LLINOS  FRECH 

A  male  at  Ramsey  Pembroke  on  May  22nd. 

LINNET  Carduelis  cannabina  LLINOS 

Winter  and  passage  flocks  only  reported  for  this  common  breeding  species  and  they  are 
summarised  in  the  table  on  page  00.  These  flocks  show  a  distinct  SE  bias  in  distribution, 
perhaps  partly  reflecting  the  distribution  of  arable  farming  in  Wales  and,  as  for  other  seed- 
eaters,  the  important  habitats  were  linseed,  oil-seed  rape  and  cereal  stubbles  and  weedy 
rootfields.  The  largest  counts  were  in  Glamorgan,  with  4000+  over  Lavernock  Point  on 
Sept.  21st,  600  at  Ogmore  on  25th  and  500  at  Paviland  Manor  farm  on  24th,  Brecon,  with 
400  at  Garthbrengy  on  Nov.  26th  and  Ceredigion,  with  up  to  400  at  Mwnt  in  September 
and  October.  See  tables  on  page  53  and  55. 

TWITE  C.  flavirostris  *  LLINOS  Y  MYNYDD 

All  records  were:  Carmarthen:  5  at  Ginst  Point  on  Dec.  12th;  Ceredigion:  6  at  Ynyslas 
from  Jan.  2- 15th;  Caernarfon:  singles  at  Bardsey  on  Mar.  22nd  and  Oct.  21st;  Anglesey:  2 
at  Holyhead  breakwater  on  Jan.  7th,  one  on  Feb.  12th  and  Apr.  10th  and  2  over  Nov. 
18/1 9th,  one  at  Red  Wharf  Bay  on  Jan.  16th;'  Clwyd:  a  pair  a  Cilcain  on  June  22nd  were 
presumably  breeding  birds.  In  winter  up  to  6  at  Point  of  Ayr  in  the  early  months  and  25  at 
Flint  marsh  on  Jan.  25th;  8  at  Flint  marsh  on  Nov.  8th  rising  to  17  from  Dec.  7th  to  the  end 
of  the  year  and  6  at  Point  of  Ayr  on  Nov.  26th. 
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AUTUMN  AND  WINTER  FINCH  FLOCKS  IN  WALES  IN  1994 


Number  of  flocks 

Total  birds 

Average  flock  size 

Autumn 

Winter 

Autumn  Winter 

Autumn 

Winter 

Tree  Sparrow  Passer  Montanas 

24 

452 

19 

Chaffinch  Fringilla  coelebs 

15 

5680 

378 

Brambling  M.  montifringilla 

26 

1926 

75 

Greenfinch  Carduelis  chloris 

1 

7 

100  850 

100 

120 

Goldfinch  C.  carduelis 

6 

3 

1550  194 

258 

65 

Siskin  C.  spinas 

12 

1230 

103 

Linnet  C.  cannabina 

10 

9 

6820  1560 

680 

173 

Redpoll  C.  flammea 

3 

230 

77 

CROSSBILL  Loxia  curvirostra  GYLFIN  GROES 

Breeding  was  established  or  probable  in  Glamorgan,  with  several  pairs  at  Wern  Ddu  and 
the  Warren  and  2  in  each  of  2  areas  at  Maesteg,  at  Rheola  Forest  and  Crynant,  Brecon,  with 
a  total  of  10  pairs  noted  as  breeding  in  5  sites,  and  Radnor  in  the  Elan  valley,  Radnor  Forest 
and  at  Abbeycwmhir.  As  flocks  of  up  to  30  were  much  more  widely  distributed  during  the 
early  months,  breeding  was  probably  more  widespread  as  well.  The  largest  flocks  noted 
were  of  72  in  the  Tywi  Forest  Ceredigion  on  Mar.  15th  and  80-100  by  Llyn  Brianne 
Brecon  over  Apr.  17/1 8th.  Very  few  were  seen  after  July. 

SCARLET  ROSEFINCH  Carpodacus  erythrinus*  LLINOS  GOCH 

Single  birds  at  Skokholm  Pembroke  from  Sept.  13- 16th  and  Strumble  Head  on  Oct.  10th 
and  Bardsey  Caernarfon  from  May  23-26th  and  June  2-5th. 

HAWFINCH  Coccothraustes  coccothraustes*  GYLFINBRAFF 

All  records  were:  Glamorgan:  one  at  Castell  Coch  on  Apr.  7th:  Carmarthen:  3  at 
Cynghordy  during  a  cold  snap  over  Feb.  14/1 5th  and  2  visiting  bird-tables  at  Penybanc 
Llandeilo  from  Feb.  26th  to  May  14th,  the  third  successive  year  the  species  has  been 
recorded  there;  Pembroke:  singles  at  the  Teifi  marshes  on  June  13th  and  Carregwasted  on 
Sept.  7th;  Caernarfon:  a  male  at  Bardsey  on  May  23rd,  the  first  since  1979. 

YELLO W-RUMPED  WARBLER  Dendroica  coronata  *  TELOR  TIN-FELEN 

A  first  winter  male  at  Ramsey  Pembroke  from  Oct.  31st  to  Nov.  4th  was  the  first  record  for 
Wales;  see  note  on  p.  83. 

LAPLAND  BUNTING  Calcarius  lapponicus*  BRAS  Y  GOGLEDD 

All  records  were:  Glamorgan:  singles  at  Sker  Point  from  1993  to  Jan.  22nd,  Flatholm  on 
Mar.  12th,  Nash  Point  on  Sept.  18th  and  Lavernock  Point  on  20th;  Pembroke:  singles  at 
Skokholm  on  Sept.  11th  and  25th  and  Oct.  10th,  Strumble  Head  on  Nov.  1st  and  Newport 
Mountain  over  Dec.  4/5th,  with  2  at  Skokholm  on  Oct.  8th;  Caernarfon:  males  at  Bardsey 
on  Mar.  23rd  and  May  23rd  and  4  singles  from  Oct.  1 1 -20th:  Anglesey:  one  at  South  Stack 
on  Sept.  18th;  Clwyd:  one  at  Point  of  Ayr  on  Mar.  21st. 

SNOW  BUNTING  Plectrophenax  nivalis *  BRAS  YR  EIRA 

A  scatter  of  records  from  the  west  and  north  coasts  as  follows:  Glamorgan:  one  at  Mynydd 
Llangeinan  on  Dec.  31st:  Pembroke:  2  at  Fishguard  Harbour  from  Jan.  1  - 1 4th  and  one  on 
Feb.  16th  and  singles  at  Ramsey  on  Oct.  30th  and  Nov.  8th,  Strumble  Head  on  19th  and  the 
Gann  on  Dec.  19th;  Ceredigion:  3  at  Borth/Ynyslas  from  Jan.  2nd-Feb.  19th  and  one  at 
Tanybwlch  Aberystwyth  from  Mar.  21 -25th;  Caernarfon:  one  at  Great  Orme  on  Nov.  13th; 
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Anglesey:  one  at  Holyhead  breakwater  from  Jan.  3rd-Feb.  12th,  up  to  4  at  Red  Wharf  Bay 
from  Jan.  7th-Feb.  13th,  one  at  Penmon  on  Feb.  16th,  3  at  Cemlyn  Bay  from  Feb.  20th-Mar. 
5th,  and  2  at  Point  Lynas  on  Nov.  2nd;  Clwyd:  5  at  Gronant  beach/Talacre  from  Jan.  26th- 
Feb.  28th,  6  at  Point  of  Ayr  on  Jan.  16th  and  5  on  26th  and  9  at  Gronant  on  Dec.  2nd. 

ORTOLAN  BUNTING  Emberiza  hortulana  *  BRAS  Y  GERDDI 

One  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  May  2nd. 

RUSTIC  BUNTING  E.  rustica  *  BRAS  GWLEDIG 

One  at  Skokholm  Pembroke  on  May  23rd,  the  6th  for  Wales  and  the  second  successive  year 
the  species  has  been  recorded  here. 

REED  BUNTING  E.  schoeniclus  BRAS  Y  CYRS 

In  Carmarthen  systematic  counts  for  this  fairly  common  Welsh  species  found  170  singing 
males/pairs  in  fenland  in  the  SE  from  Penallt  to  Hendy  with  the  main  concentrations  at 
Ffrwd  Fen  (18),  Pinged  (16)  and  Llangennech  (20),  and  70  singing  males  along  R.  Tywi  and 
its  associated  marshes  from  Llandovery  to  Carmarthen. 

CORN  BUNTING  Milaria  calandra *  BRAS  YR  YD 

One  at  Sker  Farm  Glamorgan  from  Apr.  10-22nd,  one  moved  through  Cynnant  Cynghordy 
Carmarthen  with  Reed  Buntings  during  a  cold  snap  on  Dec.  22nd,  the  first  in  the  county 
since  1988,  and  one  on  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  May  4th,  the  first  there  since  1956.  Up  to  5 
singing  males  in  the  Shotton/Sandycroft  area  Clwyd. 
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SOME  COUNTS  OF  COMMON  BREEDING  BIRDS  IN  WALES  IN  1994 


One  of  the  difficulties  publications  such  as  the  Welsh  Bird  Report  always  face  is  to 
give  any  idea  of  the  numbers  of  common  and  widespread  birds  in  an  area  as  large  and 
diverse  as  Wales.  For  some  species,  such  as  hirundines,  thrushes  or  finches,  it  is  possible  to 
give  some  indication  of  continuing  status  by  giving  regular  summaries  of  winter  or  passage 
flocks  although  changes  in  these  may  not  reflect  local  conditions.  Ringing  totals  also 
provide  some  clues.  But  for  many  widely  dispersed  species  these  sources  have  little  to  say. 
The  table  overleaf  therefore  lists  some  counts  of  breeding  numbers,  based  largely  on  singing 
males,  in  defined  areas,  in  an  attempt  to  offer  some  information  on  this  subject.  I  hope  that 
the  table  can  be  refined  and  extended  as  time  goes  on.  The  comparisons  between  the  4 
offshore  islands  seem  particularly  interesting. 

The  sites  are  numbered  in  the  table  and  the  key  to  the  sites  is  as  follows:  1.  Anglesey 
Coed  Porthamel  NR.  3.44  ha.  Grassland/woodland/scrub/disused  quarry  and  council  tip 
(filled  30  years  ago);  2.  Gwent  Penallt.  51.4  ha.  Pastoral  farmland,  mainly  sheep,  densely 
hedged  and  with  copses  and  gardens;  3.  Ceredigion  Ynyshir.  NR.  12.15  ha.  Mature  oak 
woodland,  mainly  closed  canopy;  4.  Pembroke  Dowrog  NR.  80  ha.  Damp  heathland;  5. 
Pembroke  Skokholm  NR.  106  ha.  Offshore  island,  grassland/bracken,  not  recently  stocked; 
6.  Pembroke  Skomer  NR.  289  ha.  Offshore  island,  grassland/bracken  and  some  heather,  not 
recently  stocked;  7.  Pembroke  Ramsey  NR.  254  ha.  Offshore  island,  grassland/bracken, 
recently  stocked  (sheep  and  deer);  8.  Glamorgan  Ystrad/Llwynypia;  9.  Glamorgan 
Rhydyfelin,  Taff  valley;  10.  Glamorgan  Parc  Slip  West.  Mining  restoration  site;  11. 
Caernarfon  Bardsey  NR.  178  ha.  Offshore  island,  grassland,  scrub  and  heath,  recently 
stocked  (sheep  and  ponies). 
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SYSTEMATIC  COUNTS  OF  COMMON  BIRDS  AT  VARIOUS  SITES  IN  WALES 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

Gr.  W’ pecker 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

3 

— 

G-s  W’pecker 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

— 

Skylark 

— 

2 

— 

13 

29 

39 

20 

20 

— 

18 

Swallow 

1 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

9 

1 

Mead.  Pipit 

— 

— 

— 

20 

19 

96 

40 

22 

— 

15 

Pied  W’tail 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

1 

Wren 

15 

41 

— 

19 

19 

77 

14 

110 

23 

14 

Dunnock 

7 

12 

— 

6 

2 

23 

6 

30 

24 

8 

Robin 

8 

55 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

102 

24 

16 

Redstart 

— 

— 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

2 

— 

Wheatear 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

32 

67 

— 

— 

— 

Blackbird 

— 

35 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

68 

23 

8 

Song  Thrush 

3 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

24 

13 

3 

M’tle  Thrush 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

6 

1 

Sedge  W'ber 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

33 

— 

— 

— 

— 

L.  W' throat 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

W’ throat 

— 

? 

12 

16 

1 

10 

8 

5 

6 

1 

G’den  W’ber 

— 

10 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

4 

— 

Blackcap 

4 

4 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

7 

— 

Chiffchaff 

3 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

8 

1 

Willow  W’ber 

2 

13 

6 

13 

— 

— 

— 

52 

13 

16 

Goldcrest 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

3 

— 

Long-t  Tit 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

8 

— 

Coal  Tit 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

7 

— 

Blue  Tit 

— 

30 

22 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

16 

— 

Great  Tit 

— 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

47 

15 

— 

Nuthatch 

? 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Tree  C’per 

1 

? 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

3 

— 

Jay 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

4 

1 

Magpie 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

— 

— 

Jackdaw 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Crow 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

27 

— 

— 

Starling 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

Hse  Sp'row 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

21 

— 

— 

Chaffinch 

8 

41 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

41 

18 

— 

Greenfinch 

2 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

3 

— 

Linnet 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

8 

— 

Bullfinch 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

8 

3 

Yellowh’mer 

— 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 
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A  REPORT  ON  BIRD  RINGING  IN  WALES  DURING  1994 


PETER  HOWLETT  National  Museums  and  Galleries  of  Wales,  Cathay s  Park, 

Cardiff.  CF1  3NP 

INTRODUCTION 

This  is  the  seventh  annual  report  on  bird  ringing  in  Wales  and  the  fifth  that  I  have 
written.  The  totals  for  1994  were  similar  to  the  last  few  years.  These  totals  have  varied 
within  a  fairly  limited  range  over  the  past  5  years,  with  most  changes  attributable  to  special 
projects  or  good  numbers  caught  at  some  of  the  more  regularly  worked  sites.  The  format  of 
the  report  follows  that  of  previous  years. 

METHOD  OF  ENQUIRY  AND  RESPONSE 

The  report  is  based  on  data  sent  in  by  ringers  who  responded  to  my  letter  sent  out  in 
early  1995.  They  were  asked  to  supply  ringing  totals  for  the  year,  indicate  any  major 
changes  in  effort  affecting  any  species  and  give  details  of  any  interesting  recoveries  or 
controls  received  during  the  year.  This  information  is  supplied  voluntarily  and  my  thanks  to 
to  all  who  take  the  trouble  to  reply.  For  1994  replies  were  received  from  38  ringers  and  7 
groups,  the  same  as  in  1993.  There  were  some  special  projects  carried  out  in  1994  as  part  of 
rolling  monitoring  programmes  and  the  effects  these  had  will  be  mentioned  later. 

THE  RINGING  TOTALS 

Table  1  shows  the  ringing  totals  for  1994  compared  to  1993.  The  number  of  full  grown 
birds  ringed  in  1994  showed  a  small  increase  of  3.2%  compared  to  1993,  whilst  the  total 
pulli  ringed  increased  by  20.5%.  The  latter  increase  was  due  entirely  to  the  Manx 
Shearwater  census  carried  out  on  Skomer.  Without  the  4637  shearwater  pulli  ringed  the  total 
would  have  declined  by  7.4%  as  many  of  the  pulli  totals  were  very  slightly  down  on  1993,  a 
reflection  on  success  at  finding  nests  rather  than  a  decrease  in  productivity.  A  total  of  151 
species  was  ringed  in  1994,  a  slight  increase  on  1993.  Rare  or  noteworthy  species  handled  in 
1994  include:  Quail,  Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker,  Nightingale,  Savi’s,  Icterine,  Melodious, 
Subalpine,  Sardinian  and  Barred  Warblers,  Hawfinch  and  Black-headed  Bunting.  The 
Sardinian  Warbler  is  the  first  of  this  species  to  be  ringed  in  Wales. 

The  totals  of  3602,  1719,  518  and  285  for  Willow  Warbler,  Sedge  Warbler, 
Whitethroat  and  Spotted  Flycatcher  respectively  are  the  highest  since  this  report  was  first 
compiled.  The  combined  Bardsey  and  Kenfig  totals  for  these  species,  of  2576  (71.5%  of  the 
Welsh  total),  1228  (71.4%),  352  (68%)  and  270  (95%)  show  the  impact  the  ringing  at  these 
two  sites  has  on  the  Welsh  totals.  These  totals  reflect  good  numbers  on  passage  at  Bardsey 
and,  for  the  first  time,  ringing  being  carried  out  for  the  whole  of  July  at  Kenfig.  Of  the 
31948  full  grown  birds  ringed  in  1994  Bardsey  and  Kenfig  accounted  for  21.5%  and  15.5% 
respectively.  In  contrast  to  the  warblers  the  thrushes  and  Robin,  typical  late  autumn 
migrants  were  many  fewer  in  1994.  This  was  largely  due  to  unsettled  weather  resulting  in 
few  lighthouse  attractions  on  Bardsey  and,  at  Kenfig,  no  ringing  for  over  half  the  month. 
Finches  showed  mixed  changes  between  1993  and  1994,  a  mixture  of  the  unsettled  autumn 
weather  and  a  mild  winter  meant  a  reduction  in  Chaffinch,  Greenfinch  and  Siskin  but  a  good 
winter  for  Brambling  led  to  a  respectable  total  from  winter  netting  of  some  of  the  large 
flocks,  especially  in  Gwent.  The  other  notable  increases  were  Coal  Tit  up  from  297  to  540 
and  Little  Tern  up  from  13  to  124. 
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Table  1:  Systematic  list  of  birds  ringed  in  Wales  during  1993  and  1994. 


Species 

1993 

FG  Pull 

1994 

FG  Pull 

Species 

1993 

FG  Pull 

1994 

FG  Pull 

Little  Grebe 

3 

- 

- 

- 

Redshank 

235 

- 

294 

4 

Great  Crested  Grebe 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Greenshank 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Fulmar 

2 

1 

4 

3 

Green  Sandpiper 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Manx  Shearwater 

189 

70 

1090 

4637 

Common  Sandpiper 

20 

7 

14 

12 

Storm  Petrel 

501 

- 

202 

- 

Turnstone 

90 

- 

189 

- 

Leach's  Petrel 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Black-headed  Gull 

1 

48 

2 

93 

Cormorant 

- 

295 

- 

424 

Less  Black-backed  Gull  20 

717 

20 

707 

Shag 

- 

147 

- 

106 

Herring  Gull 

1 

261 

5 

239 

Grey  Heron 

3 

37 

- 

18 

Gt.  Black-backed  Gull 

- 

55 

1 

73 

Mute  Swan 

109 

9 

220 

45 

Kittiwake 

25 

56 

4 

25 

Canada  Goose 

75 

42 

120 

- 

Common  Tern 

- 

366 

- 

338 

Shelduck 

5 

- 

5 

- 

Little  Tern 

- 

13 

- 

124 

Mallard 

1 

- 

2 

1 

Guillemot 

1 

338 

11 

206 

Teal 

2 

- 

1 

- 

Razorbill 

11 

100 

17 

78 

Goosander 

- 

10 

- 

12 

Puffin 

84 

71 

64 

95 

Red  Kite 

- 

77 

- 

85 

Stock  Dove 

1 

2 

- 

4 

Hen  Harrier 

- 

38 

- 

16 

Woodpigeon 

6 

8 

12 

- 

Sparrowhawk 

15 

27 

17 

33 

Collared  Dove 

4 

2 

11 

2 

Goshawk 

- 

69 

- 

60 

Turtle  Dove 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Buzzard 

3 

52 

3 

51 

Cuckoo 

- 

1 

6 

1 

Kestrel 

4 

56 

5 

63 

Bam  Owl 

8 

101 

13 

112 

Merlin 

1 

53 

- 

28 

Little  Owl 

4 

16 

2 

6 

Hobby 

- 

5 

- 

6 

Tawny  Owl 

17 

46 

7 

24 

Peregrine 

- 

36 

2 

38 

Short-eared  Owl 

- 

26 

- 

14 

Water  Rail 

17 

1 

11 

- 

Long-eared  Owl 

5 

1 

5 

- 

Quail 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Nightjar 

- 

4 

1 

3 

Coot 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Swift 

141 

- 

54 

- 

Moorhen 

6 

1 

10 

- 

Kingfisher 

55 

- 

31 

- 

Oystercatcher 

532 

61 

690 

27 

Wryneck 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Little  Ringed  Plover 

- 

4 

- 

6 

Green  Woodpecker 

9 

- 

10 

- 

Ringed  Plover 

37 

- 

6 

13 

Gt.  Sp.  Woodpecker 

15 

- 

13 

- 

Golden  Plover 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Less  Sp.  Woodpecker 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Grey  Plover 

4 

- 

- 

- 

Skylark 

11 

3 

3 

4 

Lapwing 

2 

76 

1 

89 

Sand  Martin 

277 

- 

475 

- 

Knot 

4 

- 

46 

- 

Swallow 

828 

326 

1713 

201 

Sanderling 

1 

- 

- 

- 

House  Martin 

160 

4 

46 

- 

Little  Stint 

2 

- 

1 

- 

Water  Pipit 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Curlew  Sandpiper 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Rock  Pipit 

28 

- 

25 

4 

Dunlin 

933 

- 

460 

- 

Tree  Pipit 

4 

4 

7 

10 

Jack  Snipe 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Meadow  Pipit 

20 

38 

47 

57 

Snipe 

- 

- 

7 

1 

Yellow  Wagtail 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Woodcock 

4 

3 

2 

- 

Grey  Wagtail 

44 

186 

50 

148 

Whimbrel 

9 

- 

- 

- 

Pied  Wagtail 

42 

54 

65 

41 

Curlew 

65 

- 

160 

- 

Dipper 

135 

370 

97 

341 

Bar-tailed  Godwit 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Wren 

879 

16 

780 

8 

Spotted  Redshank 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Dunnock 

510 

5 

451 

21 
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1993  1994  1993  1994 


Species 

FG 

Pull 

FG 

Pull 

Species 

FG 

Pull 

FG 

Pull 

Robin 

1152 

41 

864 

31 

Long-tailed  Tit 

589 

- 

405 

- 

Nightingale 

1 

- 

2 

- 

Bearded  Tit 

3 

- 

- 

- 

Black  Redstart 

2 

- 

1 

- 

Marsh  Tit 

52 

21 

39 

23 

Redstart 

50 

71 

51 

142 

Willow  Tit 

54 

- 

58 

9 

Whinchat 

41 

308 

28 

281 

Coal  Tit 

297 

145 

540 

74 

Stonechat 

24 

39 

62 

18 

Blue  Tit 

3816 

2555 

3202 

2503 

Wheatear 

43 

163 

6 

97 

Great  Tit 

1556 

1581 

1339 

980 

Ring  Ouzel 

4 

3 

5 

- 

Nuthatch 

71 

186 

46 

139 

Blackbird 

939 

73 

725 

49 

Treecreeper 

107 

8 

82 

6 

Fieldfare 

17 

- 

9 

- 

Golden  Oriole 

2 

- 

3 

- 

Song  Thrush 

355 

14 

274 

13 

Red-backed  Shrike 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Redwing 

466 

- 

219 

- 

Jay 

39 

2 

21 

1 

Mistle  Thrush 

12 

16 

6 

8 

Magpie 

49 

41 

38 

21 

Cetti's  Warbler 

10 

- 

11 

- 

Chough 

16 

74 

3 

151 

Grasshopper  Warbler 

39 

- 

51 

- 

Jackdaw 

71 

23 

44 

24 

Aquatic  Warbler 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Carrion  Crow 

6 

28 

1 

15 

Sedge  Warbler 

1173 

2 

1719 

10 

Rook 

1 

- 

2 

- 

Reed  Warbler 

609 

273 

1329 

126 

Raven 

- 

248 

- 

216 

Icterine  Warbler 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Starling 

695 

1 1 

300 

- 

Melodious  Warbler 

1 

- 

2 

- 

House  Sparrow 

414 

- 

195 

- 

Subalpine  Warbler 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Tree  Sparrow 

3 

7 

9 

- 

Sardinian  Warbler 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Chaffinch 

2363 

7 

1964 

10 

Barred  Warbler 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Brambling 

106 

- 

210 

- 

Lesser  Whitethroat 

116 

- 

79 

- 

Greenfinch 

1438 

5 

1035 

8 

Whitethroat 

293 

- 

518 

1 

Goldfinch 

180 

10 

111 

4 

Garden  Warbler 

154 

4 

180 

3 

Siskin 

566 

- 

393 

- 

Blackcap 

898 

- 

655 

5 

Linnet 

52 

12 

63 

17 

Yellow-br.  Warbler 

1 

- 

4 

- 

Redpoll 

91 

- 

91 

- 

Pallas’s  Warbler 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Crossbill 

35 

3 

- 

- 

Wood  Warbler 

24 

26 

10 

40 

Bullfinch 

258 

- 

244 

- 

Chiffchaff 

1076 

- 

1236 

1 

Scarlet  Rosefinch 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Willow  Warbler 

2023 

53 

3602 

36 

Hawfinch 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Goldcrest 

1078 

- 

1091 

- 

Yellowhammer 

52 

1 

31 

- 

Firecrest 

9 

- 

6 

- 

Reed  Bunting 

349 

- 

292 

12 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

73 

24 

285 

20 

Black-headed  Buntin 

a 

- 

1 

- 

Pied  Flycatcher 

708 

5866 

523 

5860 

TOTAL  30953  16359  31948  19711 


Increases  or  decreases  which  were  due  to  changes  in  effort  include  Manx  Shearwater, 
Storm  Petrel.  Mute  Swan,  Sand  Martin,  Swallow  and  Reed  Warbler,  all  increased  effort,  and 
Hen  Harrier,  Merlin,  Swift  and  Crossbill  less  effort. 

RINGING  PROJECTS 

As  Table  2  shows  there  have  only  been  slight  changes  in  the  number  and  habitat  types 
covered  by  ringing  projects  between  1990  and  1994.  The  majority  of  these  projects  are  all 
long-term,  thus  maximising  the  usefulness  of  the  data  collected.  The  mild  winter  meant  that 
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gardens  were  not  frequented  by  birds  quite  as  much  as  in  previous  years  and  resulted  in 
some  ringers  saving  quite  a  bit  of  money!  The  continued  tape-luring  of  Storm  Petrels  has 
resulted  in  a  good  batch  of  movements  around  the  Irish  Sea  and  the  south  coast  of  England, 
details  of  which  are  given  in  the  recoveries  section.  There  has  been  a  further  increase  in  the 
effort  to  colour-ring  Mute  Swans,  the  large  darvic  rings  used  enable  the  birds  to  be 
identified  from  a  considerable  distance  and  has  resulted  in  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of 
movements  recorded  around  Wales  and  the  English  border  counties.  This  technique  is  also 
used  on  Cormorants,  although  there  have  been  fewer  sightings  reported,  so  far. 

Cannon-netting  continues  on  the  Taff/Ely  and  Loughor  estuaries,  the  Lavan  Sands  and 
in  Angle  Bay  and  resulted  in  some  1400  waders  ringed,  fewer  than  the  last  2  years,  due  to 
fewer  outings.  Apart  from  the  five-yearly  census  of  Manx  Shearwaters  carried  out  on 
Skomer,  the  amount  of  seabird  ringing  remained  the  same  with  birds  ringed  on  Puffin 
Island,  The  Gwylans  (off  Aberdaron),  Bardsey,  Skomer  and  St.  Margaret’s.  There  was  more 
effort  put  into  roost-netting  Swallows  but  hardly  any  of  Starlings  (at  14.5p  per  ring  a  roost 
works  out  as  very  expensive). 

1994  saw  the  first  full  season  of  the  European  Migrants  project  at  Kenfig.  Ringing  was 
carried  out  daily  from  July  to  the  end  of  October,  weather  permitting.  As  mentioned  in  the 
totals  section  this  effort  made  a  significant  contribution  to  many  species  totals,  especially 
the  warblers,  which  make  up  most  of  the  target  species.  The  project  involves  41  sites  in  18 
countries  and  it  is  scheduled  to  run  until  1996.  The  standardised  measurements  taken  will 
enable  results  to  be  compared  from  all  sites,  the  first  time  this  has  been  achieved  on  such  a 
large  scale. 

Table  2:  Comparison  of  ringing  projects  reported  during  1994  with  1990. 


Projects 

Projects 

1990 

1994 

1990  1994 

Full  grown  birds 

59 

71 

Chick  ringing 

66 

56 

Winter  feeders 

7 

12 

Woodland  nest  boxes 

43 

26 

Migrants  in  carr/reed 

6 

9 

Seabirds 

6 

6 

wood/scrub 

7 

11 

Waders,  raptors,  owls 

4 

10 

farms/gardens 

10 

11 

River  birds 

4 

4 

Coasts 

5 

5 

Uplands/moorlands 

5 

6 

Estuaries 

5 

6 

Others  (e.g.  Swallows) 

4 

4 

Roosts  (Starlings,  Swallows,  etc.)  8 

4 

Constant  Effort  Sites 

8 

7 

Others  (e.g.  Storm  Petrels) 

3 

7 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

My  thanks  go  to  the  following  people  who  responded  to  my  request  for  information 
and  without  which  this  report  could  not  have  been  compiled:  Bardsey  Bird  Observatory,  D. 
Bull,  T.  Coates,  A.  Cross,  J.  E.  Davis,  P.  Davis,  Dr.  P.  Ferns,  Flat  Holm  Ringing  Group,  J. 
Fowler,  D.  Hanford,  Kenfig  Ringing  Group,  R.  Knight,  J.  M.  S.  Lewis,  Llangorse  Lake 
Ringing  Group,  M.  Lobb,  A.  E.  Male,  Merseyside  Ringing  Group,  G.  Miles,  S.  Moon,  P. 
Morgan,  C.  Moscrop,  Dr.  S.  Ormerod,  R.  Poole.,  D.  Proll,  D.  Reed,  R.  Rigdon,  G.  Roberts,  J. 
A.  L.  Roberts,  S.  Rowlands,  SCAN  Ringing  Group,  Dr.  F.  M.  Slater,  Skomer  NNR,  S. 
Smith,  I.  Spence,  R.  Squires,  A.  Stratford,  South  Pembs.  Ringing  Group,  Dr.  S.  Thomas,  Dr. 
D.  Thomas,  D.  Thomas,  D.  V.  Thomas.  Dr.  S.  Tyler,  K.  Vaughton,  S.  Williams,  G.  Wood. 


60 


SELECTED  RINGING  RECOVERIES 


Another  excellent  set  of  recoveries  this  year,  the  ones  below  being  only  a  selection  of 
the  many  that  were  received.  Although  only  the  more  noteworthy  ones  are  given  in  detail 
below  all  recoveries  are  important  and  it  is  through  them  that  much  is  learnt  about 
population  changes  in  the  commoner  species. 

Many  ringed  birds  are  caught  alive  by  other  ringers  but  most  recoveries  result  from 
ringed  birds  being  found  dead  by  members  of  the  public.  When  a  ringed  bird  is  found  dead 
be  it  killed  by  cat,  car  or  flying  into  a  window,  even  if  it  is  only  yards  from  where  it  was 
ringed,  it  provides  valuable  information  on  the  pressures  on  bird  populations.  These 
recoveries  are  analysed  for  the  whole  of  the  British  Isles  by  the  British  Trust  for 
Ornithology,  which  also  controls  all  ringing  in  Britain.  These  analyses  can  highlight  factors 
which  may  have  adverse  effects  on  bird  populations,  or  on  a  particular  age  group  (for 
example  if  many  adults  of  a  particular  species  are  suddenly  found),  a  sure  sign  that 
something  is  seriously  wrong.  These  can  then  be  addressed  in  any  conservation  measures 
that  may  be  taken.  It  is  important  that  any  bird  found  dead  or  dying  should  be  checked  for 
rings,  details  of  which  can  be  sent  to  the  British  Trust  for  Ornithology,  The  Nunnery, 
Thetford,  Norfolk.  IP24  2PU. 

The  recoveries  are  arranged  by  species,  with  ringing  details  on  the  first  line  and 
recovery  details  on  the  second.  The  symbols  and  conventions  used  are  outlined  below;  age 
is  given  according  to  the  Euring  code,  the  figures  DO  NOT  represent  years.  Scientific  names 
are  given  in  the  main  systematic  list. 


Age  when  ringed 

1  pullus  (=  nestling  or  chick) 

2  fully  grown,  year  of  hatching  unknown 

3  hatched  during  calendar  year  of  ringing 

4  hatched  before  calendar  year  of  ringing  but  exact 
year  unknown 

5  hatched  during  previous  calendar  year 

6  hatched  before  previous  calendar  year  but  exact 
year  unknown 

7  definitely  hatched  2  years  before  year  of  ringing 

8  hatched  more  than  2  calendar  years  before  year 
of  ringing 

Sex 

M  =  male,  F  =  female 

Red-throated  Diver 


Manner  of  recovery 

X  found  dead 

XF  found  freshly  dead  or  dying 
XL  found  dead  (not  recent) 

+  shot  or  intentionally  killed  by  man 
+F  shot  or  intentionally  killed  by  man-fresh 
SR  found  sick  or  injured-released  with  ring 
V  alive  and  probably  healthy,  caught  and 
released  not  by  a  ringer 
VV  as  V  but  sighting  in  field  (includes 
colour  mark  records) 

R  caught  and  released  by  ringer 
B  as  R  -  breeding 
RR  as  VV  but  by  a  ringer 
BB  as  RR  -  nestins 


1273961  1  16.07.92  Site  Confidential,  Orkney. 

XF  15.07.94  Graig  Ddu.  nr  Criccieth.  Gwynedd.  662km  S  729  days. 

This  recovery  gives  a  pointer  to  the  origin  of  the  large  numbers  of  divers  that  winter  in  Cardigan  Bay. 
1  Storm  Petrel 


l  2295131 

4 

04.07.92 

R 

27.07.94 

2295081 

4 

22.07.91 

R 

04.07.94 

2295254 

4 

01.07.94 

R 

17.07.94 

Strumble  Head.  Dyfed. 

Portland  Bill,  Dorset.  248Km  SE  753  days. 

Strumble  Head.  Dyfed. 

Auskerry,  Orkney.  793 Km  NNE  1078  days. 

Strumble  Head,  Dyfed. 

Rumps  Point,  nr  Padstow,  Cornwall.  161  KM  S  16  days. 
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2295271 

4 

02.07.94 

Strumble  Head,  Dyfed. 

R 

13.07.94 

Power  Head,  Co.  Cork,  EIRE.  51°  47'N  8°  101V. 

214Km  W  13  days. 

2295295 

4 

02.07.94 

Strumble  Head,  Dyfed. 

R 

17.07.94 

Rumps  Point,  nr  Padstow,  Cornwall.  161Km  S  15  days. 

2295346 

4 

03.07.94 

Strumble  Head,  Dyfed. 

R 

05.08.94 

Camsore  Point,  Wexford,  EIRE.  52°  1 1  'N  6°  22 XV. 

90Km  W  33  days. 

2295370 

4 

03.07.94 

Strumble  Head,  Dyfed. 

R 

08.08.94 

Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd.  83Km  NNE  36  days. 

2329698 

4 

18.08.93 

Skomer  Island,  Dyfed. 

R 

03.07.94 

Strumble  Head,  Dyfed.  37Km  NE  319  days. 

2382979 

4 

12.08.93 

Copeland  Island,  Co.  Down,  Northern  Ireland. 

R 

02.07.94 

Strumble  Head,  Dyfed.  296Km  S  336  days. 

2423339 

4 

19.06.94 

Portland  Bill,  Dorset. 

R 

01.07.94 

Strumble  Head,  Dyfed.  248Km  NW  12  days. 

2423369 

4 

23.06.94 

Portland  Bill,  Dorset. 

R 

01.07.94 

Strumble  Head,  Dyfed.  248Km  NW  8  days. 

2420837 

4 

12.08.93 

Sanda  Island,  Kintyre,  Strathclyde. 

R 

17.07.94 

Strumble  Head,  Dyfed.  361  Km  S  339  days. 

2446009 

4 

09.07.94 

Portland  Bill,  Dorset. 

R 

20.07.94 

Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd.  296Km  NW  1 1  days. 

An  extremely  good  selection  of  recoveries  for  this  species,  most  showing,  not  surprisingly,  how  mobile 

it  is  during 

the  summer  and  early  autumn.  Most  are  thought  to  be  non-breeding  birds  possibly 

inspecting 

different  colonies  or  potential  breeding  sites.  The  birds  from  previous  years  indicate  how 

much  the  birds  keep  to  the  same  routes. 

Manx  Shearwater 

FV69686 

4 

07.08.78 

Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

XL 

08.02.93 

Buenos  Aires,  ARGENTINA.  34°  40 'S  58°  30 XV. 

1 1328Km  SW  5299  days. 

A  fairly  standard  recovery  for  a  wintering  shearwater,  the  bird  was  almost  certainly  found  dead  on  a 
ship  once  it  had  docked  in  port  and  so  could  have  been  aboard  for  some  time. 

Cormorant 

5169634 

1 

02.06.93 

Ynys  Gwylan  Fawr,  Gwynedd. 

XF 

21.01.94 

Morbihan,  FRANCE.  47°  36 'N  2°  48  XV. 

586Km  S  233  days. 

L07962 

1 

25.06.94 

Puffin  Island,  Anglesey. 

X 

29.09.94 

lie  de  Hoedic,  Morbihan,  FRANCE.  47°  21 'N  2°  53  XV. 

668Km  S  96  days. 

L07995 

1 

25.06.94 

Puffin  Island,  Anglesey. 

X 

27.11.94 

Gamaches,  Somme,  FRANCE.  49°  59  'N  1°  32'E. 

533Km  SE  155  days. 

A  fairly  normal  spread  of  recoveries.  In  contrast  to  1993  far  fewer  were  seen  on  the  reservoirs  in  SE  and 

E  England. 

Shag 

1201615 

1 

11.07.93 

Puffin  Island,  Anglesey. 

X 

03.04.94 

Stairhaven,  Luce  Bay,  Dumfries  and  Galloway. 

175 Km  N  266  days. 

1201705 

1 

20.06.93 

Puffin  Island,  Anglesey. 

XF 

02.01.94 

Fistral  Beach,  Newquay,  Cornwall.  330Km  S  196  days. 
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1201713  1  20.06.93  Puffin  Island,  Anglesey. 

XL  08.07.94  nr  Port  Eynon,  Gower.  199Km  S  383  days. 

In  contrast  to  Cormorant,  juveniles  of  this  species  disperse  only  a  relatively  short  distance. 


Mute  Swan 

U2375 

5F 

05.10.91 

St.  Dogmaels,  Cardigan,  Dyfed. 

VV 

30.07.94 

Caernarfon,  Gwynedd.  120Km  NNE  1029  days. 

U3477 

3M 

12.10.92 

nr  Castleton,  Isle  of  Man. 

VV 

18.07.94 

Caernarfon,  Gwynedd.  106Km  SSE  644  days. 

Z58384 

3F 

22.11.92 

Tir  Morfa,  Llanelli,  Dyfed. 

VV 

29.07.94 

nr  Aber  Dysynni,  Tywyn,  Gwynedd.  104Km  N  614  days. 

Z58390 

5F 

22.01.93 

Tir  Morfa,  Llanelli,  Dyfed. 

VV 

13.07.94 

Porthmadog  Harbour,  Gwynedd.  139Km  N  537  days. 

Z71373 

3M 

31.08.91 

Firs  Park,  Leigh,  Greater  Manchester. 

VV 

18.07.94 

Aber  Ogwen,  nr  Bangor,  Gwynedd.  107Km  W  1052  days. 

Z76785 

1M 

14.08.92 

Bridgetown,  Staffordshire. 

VV 

18.07.94 

Aber  Ogwen,  nr  Bangor,  Gwynedd.  149Km  WNW  703  days. 

Z78323 

1 

05.08.92 

Leegomery,  Telford,  Shropshire. 

VV 

12.12.93 

Rhyl  Marine  Lake,  Clwyd. 

VV 

30.07.94 

Caernarfon,  Gwynedd.  129Km  WNW  724  days. 

Z78390 

IF 

20.09.92 

Aberbechan,  Newtown,  Powys. 

VV 

15.08.93 

St.  Dogmaels,  Cardigan,  Dyfed. 

VV 

30.07.94 

Caernarfon,  Gwynedd.  95Km  NW  678  days. 

Z73454 

5F 

30.03.93 

River  Severn,  Worcester,  Hereford  and  Worcester. 

VV 

18.07.94 

nr  Plas  Llanfair,  Anglesey,  Gwynedd.  174Km  NW  475  days. 

U2375,  U3477,  Z58384  and  Z58390  all  show  slightly  atypical  movements,  as  there  have  been  relatively 
few  between  North  and  South  Wales  and  few  cross  large  stretches  of  water  like  the  Irish  Sea.  The  others 
are  typical  movements  from  England  to  moulting  and  wintering  areas  on  the  coast.  All  show  the  value 
of  putting  the  large  darvic  rings  on  these  obvious  birds. 

Goosander 


HT37781  6F  30.06.90  Rhayader,  Powys. 

R  16.08.92  Guardbridge,  Fife,  Scotland.  45 2Km  N  778  days. 

This  bird  was  mentioned  in  the  1993  report,  as  I  thought  it  may  have  been  breeding  in  Scotland  and 
wintering  in  Wales.  In  fact  this  bird  was  seen  with  a  brood  in  Wales  and  had  returned  to  Guardbridge  to 
moult.  It  appears  that  many  birds  make  this  flight  and  the  estuaries  in  eastern  Scotland  are  important 


moultirg  ; 

ireas  for  birds  from  a  large 

area. 

Hen  Harrier 

FA49202 

IF 

17.07.92 

Site  confidential,  Gwynedd. 

VV 

26.11.93 

Burnham  Norton,  Norfolk,  c. 301  Km  E  497  days. 

Present  at  roost  site  to  16.01 .94. 

FS 11119 

IF 

29.06.94 

Corwen,  Clwyd. 

VV 

18.11.94 

Dersingham  Bog,  Norfolk.  261  Km  E  142  days. 

Two  fairly  typical  movements  for  Hen  Harriers  from  Wales,  they  also  show  the  value  of  wing-ta: 

birds,  both  being 

identified  by  tags  as  they  were  going  into  roosts. 

Goshawk 

GF23497 

1 

20.06.93 

South  Meirionnydd,  Gwynedd. 

S 

30.10.94 

nr  Newcastle  Emlyn,  Dyfed.  c.90Km  SSW  497  days. 

GH91231 

1M 

04.06.90 

Site  Confidential,  Gloucestershire. 

SR 

02.06.94 

Poppit,  nr  Cardigan,  Dyfed.  c.l50Km  W  1459  days. 

It  is  possibly  a  sign  of  the  increasing  population  that  birds  are  starting  to  move  further  from  their  natal 
areas. 
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Kestrel 


ES45857 

1 

02.07.94 

Ller  Neuaddau,  Nant-y-Moch,  Dyfed. 

X 

21.10.94 

Hartland  Point,  Devon.  166Km  S  111  days. 

A  fairly  typical  juvenile  dispersal  for  this  species.  Most  move  S  or  SW  into  England  and  occasionally 
into  France. 

Peregrine 

GF16210 

1 

28.05.92 

Site  confidential,  Dyfed. 

V 

11.04.94 

Langar,  nr  Melton  Mowbray,  Nottinghamshire. 

196Km  NE  683  days. 

GJ52591 

1 

19.05.83 

Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

+ 

21.09.93 

Conway,  Gwynedd.  75Km  NE  3778  days. 

A  sorry  end 

for  this  bird,  having 

presumably  been  breeding  in  the  Conway  valley  for  some  years. 

GF16210  had  perhaps  chosen  slightly  unusual  direction  to  move  in. 

Oystercatcher 

FA44942  6  30.10.93  Pentre  Du.  nr  Bangor,  Gwynedd. 

XF  20.08.94  Thvotta,  ICELAND.  64°  31 TM  14°  30 AV. 

1388Km  NW  294  days. 

There  are  still  relatively  few  recoveries  of  birds  wintering  in  Wales  being  found  in  Iceland. 

Ringed  Plover 

BV38409  4M  12.11.88  Llanfairfechan,  Gwynedd. 

R  01.05.94  Morups  Tange,  Falkenberg,  Halland,  SWEDEN. 

56°  56 'N  12°  22'E. 

1 1 17Km  E  1996  days. 

This  bird  gives  an  indication  of  the  easterly  origin  of  the  Ringed  Plovers  that  winter  in  Wales. 

Knot 

XR76861  4  16.10.93  Holme,  Norfolk 

R  12.02.94  Bangor  Harbour,  Gwynedd.  31  lKm  E  199  days. 

It  is  quite  likely  that  this  bird  had  moulted  on  the  Wash  and  then  moved  west  for  the  rest  of  the  winter. 
Redshank 

DS64279  2  04.10.75  Tal-y-Cafn,  Gwynedd. 

X  09.04.94  Site  Confidential,  Gwynedd.  18  years,  3  months. 

If  this  Redshank  had  been  killed  recently  it  had  reached  a  very  good  age. 

Common  Sandpiper 

NV75155  1  08.06.93  Llanfihangel  Gobion.  Gwent. 

R  17.06.94  Talybont  on  Usk.  Powys.  28Km  NW  374  days. 

As  is  usually  the  case  young  birds  return  to  nest  within  a  short  distance  of  where  they  fledged. 
Black-headed  Gull 

EK60589  4  28.11.85  Llandudno,  Gwynedd. 

VV  10.06.87  Kalasatama,  Verkkosaari.  FINLAND.  60°  1274  24°  59 'E. 

VV  12.06.94  Taiola,  Espoo,  Uusimaa,  FINLAND.  60°  10T4  24°  4813. 

1910Km  NE  194  days,  and  1899Km  NE  2388  days. 

A  fairly  typical  recovery  for  a  bird  ringed  in  Wales  during  the  winter. 

Lesser  black-backed  Gull 

GJ30861  8  17.07.80  Bardsey  Island.  Gwynedd. 

XL  28.03.93  Alto  Alentejo  Province,  PORTUGAL.  1604Km  S  4637  days. 

Over  the  last  couple  of  decades  the  number  of  adults  moving  this  far  south  has  declined.  This  bird  may 
now  be  one  of  the  minority  wintering  in  Portugal. 

Sand  Martin 

J073772  3F  07.07.93  Talybont  on  Usk.  Powys. 

R  20.06.94  Wadringfield,  Suffolk.  31 4Km  E  348  days. 
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J221 196 

3F 

16.07.93 

Llangorse  Lake,  Powys. 

R 

04.07.94 

Cults,  Aberdeen,  Grampian  Region.  582Km  N  353  days. 

These  2  recoveries 

give  a  good  idea  of  how  much  young  birds  wander  around  the  country  prior  to  their 

departure  south  in 

the  autumn. 

Swallow 

F147340 

3 

08.09.88 

Llangennech,  Dyfed. 

X 

24.10.93 

Borderes  sur  L'Echez,  Hautes-Pyrenees,  FRANCE. 

J 109929 

3J 

14.08.93 

43°  16'N  0°  3'E.  985Km  SE  1872  days. 

Llangloffan  Fen,  Fishguard,  Dyfed. 

R 

01.06.94 

Abercegir,  nr  Machynlleth,  Powys.  1 14KM  NE  291  days. 

F147340 

was  on  its  way  south  throu 

gh  the  middle  of  the  Pyrenees.  Both  the  above  birds  were  caught 

going  to  roost  in  reed-beds  and  indicate  how  important  these  are  to  them  once  they  have  left  their  natal 
sites  in  the  autumn. 

Grey  Wagtail 

F344394  1  07.06.92  Llanbister,  Powys. 

R  19.02.94  Little  Marlow  Sewage  Works,  Buckinghamshire. 

195Km  SE  622  days. 

These  are  relatively  few  recoveries  for  this  species  and  in  Britain  most  movements  are  dispersive  rather 
than  migratory. 

Wheatear 


NA90317  1  28.05.94  Talywain,  Pontypool,  Gwent. 

V  26.09.94  Guelmime,  MOROCCO.  28°56'N  10°4  W. 

2599Km  S  121  days. 

There  are  many  recoveries  of  many  trans-Saharan  migrants,  most  dead,  so  it  makes  a  change  to  see  one 
that  was  trapped  but  released  alive. 

Blackbird 


RJ 131 27  3JF  01.08.93 

XF  17.11.93 


Aber  Dysinni,  nr  Tywyn,  Gwynedd. 
Ballinastoe,  Wicklow,  EIRE.  53°  6'N  6°  13AV. 


150Km  WNW  108  days. 

This  bird  gives  an  indication  as  to  where,  at  least  some,  of  our  local  Blackbirds  winter. 
Song  Thrush 


NX97849  4 

19.10.85 

Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

XF 

21.04.94 

Blackburn,  Lothian.  353Km  NE  3106  days. 

RS27766  3 

27.10.93 

Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

XF 

02.06.94 

Barnstaple,  Devon.  194Km  S  218  days. 

Is  unlikely  that  NX97849  was  going  to  Scandinavia,  it  is  much  more  likely  to  be  a  Scottish  breeder. 
RS27766  may  also  have  been  a  Scottish  breeder  which  was  wintering  in  the  SW. 

Redwing 


RX97793  5  15.02.92  Clytha,  Gwent. 

R  08.01.94  Clytha,  Gwent.  OKm  693  days. 

Some  birds,  as  shown  by  this  one,  are  remarkably  faithful  to  their  wintering  site. 
Sedge  Warbler 


A79123  3 

R 

F685987  3 

R 

H766384  3 

R 

J330991  3 

R 


17.08.92  Iran,  Guipuzcoa,  SPAIN.  43°  2LN  1°  48 'W. 

30.06.94  Kenfig  Pool,  Glamorgan.  921  Km  N  682  days. 

04.07.94  Oxford  Island,  Lough  Neagh,  Northern  Ireland. 

25.07.94  Kenfig  Pool,  Glamorgan.  374Km  SE  21  days. 

03.08.94  nr  Youghal,  Cork,  EIRE.  51°  57'N  7°  50'W. 

30.08.94  Kenfig  Pool,  Glamorgan.  291  Km  E  27  days. 

21.07.94  Pennington  Flash,  Leigh,  Greater  Manchester. 

14.08.94  Llangloffan  Fen,  Fishguard,  Dyfed.  241Km  SW 


24  days. 
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J421011 

4 

28.08.93 

Slapton  Ley,  Devon. 

R 

13.05.94 

Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd.  285Km  N  258  days. 

J760589 

3 

13.08.94 

Icklesham,  Sussex. 

R 

20.08.94 

Kenfig  Pool,  Glamorgan.  315Km  WNW  7  days. 

J849097 

3 

22.07.94 

Kenfig  Pool,  Glamorgan. 

R 

15.08.94 

Irun,  Guipuzcoa,  SPAIN.  43°  21  'N  1°  48  AV. 

921  Km  S  24  days. 

J849222 

3 

25.07.94 

Kenfig  Pool,  Glamorgan. 

R 

08.08.94 

Etang  de  Trunvel,  Finistere,  FRANCE.  48°  20  'N  4°  10AV 
404Km  SSW  14  days. 

J856084 

3 

11.08.94 

Llangloffan  Fen,  Fishguard,  Dyfed. 

R 

02.09.94 

Keysworth,  Poole  Harbour,  Dorset.  246Km  SE  22  days. 

J858052 

3 

25.08.94 

Kenfig  Pool,  Glamorgan. 

R 

02.09.94 

Etang  de  Trunvel,  Finistere,  FRANCE.  48°  20 'N  4°  10AV 
404 Km  S  8  days. 

The  increased 

ringing  effort  in 

reed  beds  in  recent  years  has  meant  many  more  Reed  and  Sedge 

Warblers  being  trapped  and  for  Sedge  Warbler  a  large  number  of  controls,  this  year  was  no  exception. 
The  most  unusual  movement  is  that  of  J760589,  as  this  is  the  first  time  a  bird  has  moved  from  an 
easterly  site  this  far  west  in  the  same  autumn.  It  is  also  good  to  see  birds  being  ringed  in  Northern 
Spain,  which  must  be  a  major  migratory  route  for  our  breeding  birds. 

Reed  Warbler 


B012030 

2 

05.07.81 

Kenfig  Pool,  Glamorgan. 

R 

24.08.86 

Kenfig  Pool,  Glamorgan. 

R 

06.08.92 

Kenfig  Pool,  Glamorgan. 

R 

30.05.94 

Kenfig  Pool,  Glamorgan.  4712  days. 

A  spectacular  recovery  given  the 

size  of  the  bird,  this  is  the  oldest  known  Reed  Warbler  from  British 

ringing.  It  is  also  likely  to  be  at  least  one  year  older  as  it  was  almost  certainly  not  a  bird  of  the  year. 

when  ringed. 

Blackcap 

J359279 

3M 

13.11.94 

Fagbury,  Trimley  St.  Mary,  Suffolk. 

XF 

19.12.94 

Lisvane,  Cardiff,  Glamorgan.  31  OKm  W  36  days. 

This  would  almost  certainly  be  a 

European  bird  coming  into  Wales  to  winter. 

Chiff  chaff 
2S3295 

4 

14.04.93 

Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

XF 

05.04.94 

Jy Hand  Peninsular,  DENMARK.  91 4Km  ESE  356  days. 

2W7807 

4 

16.04.94 

Portland  Bill,  Dorset. 

R 

21.04.94 

Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd.  296Km  NW  5  days. 

4F1079 

3 

15.10.94 

Kenfig  Pool,  Glamorgan. 

R 

05.11.94 

Vestur  Skaftafells,  ICELAND.  64°  2'N  16°  59  AV. 

1588Km  NW  21  days. 

7R8711 

3J 

26.08.93 

Teifi  Marshes,  Dyfed. 

R 

29.09.93 

Dungeness,  Kent.  408Km  SE  34  days. 

4S0430 

3J 

20.08.93 

Llangloffan  Fen,  Fishguard,  Dyfed. 

XF 

25.05.94 

Rudbaxton,  nr  Haverfordwest,  Dyfed.  13Km  SE  278  days. 

6T4199 

3 

25.09.93 

Kenfig  Pool,  Glamorgan. 

R 

07.04.94 

Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd.  155Km  NNW  194  days. 

A  good  series  of  recoveries,  given  the  number  ringed  each  year.  Particularly  odd  is  4F1079,  which 
could  perhaps  be  one  of  the  European  birds  which  have  taken  to  wintering  in  the  British  Isles  in  recent 
years  over  shooting.  2S3295  may  be  a  British  bird  that  was  drifted  east  the  following  year  to  end  up  in 
Denmark. 
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Willow  Warbler 


6X4582 

4M 

06.05.94 

Altcar  Rifle  Range,  nr  Hightown,  Merseyside. 

R 

30.05.94 

Pant-y-Sais  Fen,  Neath,  Glamorgan.  21 8Km  S  24  days. 

Despite  the  numbers 
Pied  Flycatcher 

ringed  recoveries 

are  few,  this  being  a  typical  southerly  autumn  movement. 

F432427 

1M 

15.06.89 

Bod  Petrual,  Clocaenog  Forest,  Clwyd. 

B 

02.05.94 

Kielder  Village,  Northumberland.  250Km  NNE  1782  days. 

F985084 

1 

06.06.93 

The  Cot,  St.  Awans,  Chepstow. 

V 

28.03.94 

Amerzgane,  nr  Ouarzazate,  MOROCCO.  31°N  7°  10AV. 
2327Km  S  295  days. 

H846023 

IF 

01.06.92 

Stocks  Reservoir,  Bolton-by-Bowland,  Lancashire. 

B 

14.06.93 

Coed  Nant-ddu,  nr  Clocaenog,  Clwyd.  120Km  SW  378  days. 

J301079 

1 

14.06.93 

Sunnyhill  Wood,  Tregaron,  Dyfed. 

X 

11.04.94 

El  Omaria,  Medea,  Alger,  ALGERIA.  36°  16TST  3°  2'E. 
1855Km  SE  301  days. 

J510216 

1 

06.06.94 

Coed-y-Fron  Wyllt,  nr  Bontuchel,  Rhuthun,  Clwyd. 

XF 

29.07.94 

Sandy  Down,  nr  Lymington,  Hampshire. 

284Km  SSE  53  days. 

F432427  was  breeding  a  long  way  from  where  it  fledged,  while  F985084  was  trapped  at  an  oasis  in  the 
middle  of  Morocco.  It  would  seem  that  J301079  may  have  crossed  the  middle  of  the  Sahara  Desert  or 
been  drifted  east  from  the  west  coast  to  be  found  in  northern  Algeria. 

Chough 

FR17386  4  11.11.80  Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

VV  14.10.94  nr  Aberdaron,  Gwynedd.  3Km  E  5085  days. 

Although  this  bird  had  not  moved  far  14  years  is  a  fairly  respectable  age  for  a  Chough. 

Raven 

HT49152  1  23.04.93  Cwmeryn,  nr  Goginan,  Dyfed. 

S  30.08.94  Llanarmon  Dyffryn  Ceiriog,  Llangollen,  Clwyd. 

69Km  NE  494  days. 

The  furthest  a  Raven  has  moved  in  the  5  years  I  have  been  writing  this  report. 

Starling 

4X97645  3F  03.10.90  Antwerpen,  BELGIUM.  51°  13 'N  4°  25  E. 

R  28.09.92  Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd.  646Km  WNW  726  days. 

There  has  been  very  little  winter  roost  netting  of  Starlings  in  the  last  couple  of  years  and  this  has  been 
reflected  in  the  lack  of  European  Starlings  appearing  in  this  section. 

B  rambling 


H958250 

3F 

19.10.93 

Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

R 

14.11.93 

Westonbirt,  Gloucestershire.  217Km 

SE  26  days. 

J619011 

5M 

23.03.94 

Nantyglo,  Gwent. 

R 

18.04.94 

Bourne  Wood,  Lincolnshire.  217Km 

ENE  28  days 

The  winter  of  1993/94  was  the  last  time  there  was  any  number  of  Brambling  in  the  country  and  so  it  is 
not  surprising  that  there  were  2  recoveries,  both  giving  some  indication  of  how  mobile  an  eruptive 
species  like  this  is  during  the  winter. 
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BREEDING  SUCCESS  AND  TERRITORY  FEATURES  OF  BUZZARDS  Buteo  buteo 
IN  SNOWDONIA  AND  ADJACENT  UPLANDS  OF  NORTH  WALES 

P.  J.  DARE,  Glebe  House,  Toad  Row ,  Henstead ,  Beccles,  Suffolk  NR34  7LG. 

SUMMARY 

The  breeding  performance  of  Buzzards  was  monitored  during  1977-84  in 
158  territories  throughout  a  1366km2  region  of  mountains,  moors, 
extensive  woodlands  and  upland  sheep-farms.  The  average  size  of 
territories  ranged  from  4.4Km2  (maximum  6.3km2)  in  afforested 
sheepwalk  districts  to  1.9km2  (minimum  0.6Km2)  on  lower  enclosed 
farmland. 

More  than  90%  of  territories  were  occupied  by  pairs  each  spring.  Of 
these,  70-80%  bred  and  about  80%  of  breeding  attempts  were  successful 
irrespective  of  habitat  type.  Mean  clutch  size  was  2.2  eggs  from  which  1.4 
young  were  fledged  per  successful  nest,  or  0.7  young  per  pair  of  total 
population. 

Clutches  tended  to  be  smaller  in  montane  and  submontane  territories,  and 
larger  in  lower  farmland  territories  with  pasture  fields  and  deciduous 
woods.  However,  a  proportionally  greater  nestling  mortality  among 
initially  larger  broods,  caused  apparently  by  food  shortage,  resulted  in  the 
number  of  young  fledged  per  successful  pair  being  similar  across  habitats. 
Despite  large  territories,  numerous  safe  nest  sites  and  negligible  human 
interference,  the  high  nestling  losses  and  modest  overall  productivity 
suggested  that  food  resources  were  constraining  this  Buzzard  population. 

INTRODUCTION 

The  Buzzard  Buteo  buteo  is  a  resident  and  common  raptor  in  many  hilly  and  well- 
wooded  districts  of  western  Britain,  from  south-west  England  to  north-west  Scotland 
(Gibbons  et  al  1993).  Detailed  population  studies  have  been  made  on  Dartmoor  in  Devon 
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(Dare  1961),  the  New  Forest  (Tubbs  1974,  Tubbs  &  Tubbs  1985),  the  Cambrian  Mountains 
of  mid-Wales  (Newton  et  al  1982),  and  on  Speyside  in  Scotland  (Picozzi  &  Weir  1974, 
Weir  &  Picozzi  1975,  1983)  as  well  as  in  several  Continental  countries. 

In  the  uplands  of  north  Wales,  the  Buzzard  is  the  commonest  diurnal  raptor  and  thus  an 
important  member  of  the  avifauna.  This  paper  describes  some  of  the  results  from  a  complete 
census  of  breeding  Buzzards  inhabiting  two  adjacent  but  contrasting  upland  blocks  of  north¬ 
west  Wales,  with  particular  emphasis  on  breeding  performance  in  relation  to  the  size  and 
habitat  composition  of  their  territories.  Population  density  and  nest  dispersion  of  these 
Buzzards  are  described  elsewhere  (Dare  &  Barry  1990)  as  are  details  of  breeding  season, 
nest  sites  and  nestling  diets  (Dare  1989).  These  studies  were  carried  out,  simultaneously 
with  similar  work  on  Ravens  Corvus  corax  (Dare  1986),  in  spare  time  from  1977  to  1984. 
They  thus  overlapped  the  1975-79  research  on  Buzzards  in  mid-Wales  (Newton  et  al  1982). 

STUDY  AREA  AND  METHODS 

The  1366km2  study  area  (Fig.  1)  comprises  two  distinct  topographical  and  agricultural 
regions:  (A)  Snowdonia  —  926km2  of  hill  sheep  farms  and  densely  wooded  valleys  set  in 
mountainous  terrain  extending  up  to  1085m  elevation  west  of  the  Conwy  river;  (B) 
Migneint-Hiraethog  -  440km2  of  moorlands  and  enclosed  sheep  and  cattle  farms  eastwards 
from  the  upper  Conwy  river  and  mostly  between  150m  and  450m  above  sea  level. 
Snowdonia  is  clearly  demarcated  on  most  sides  by  its  peripheral  lowlands  whereas  in 
Migneint-Hiraethog  watersheds  and  valleys  formed  natural  boundaries  to  the  study  area. 
Both  regions  are  characterised  by  high  annual  rainfall  (>  1500mm  over  85%  of  the  area)  and 
by  very  low  soil  productivity,  being  almost  exclusively  Grades  4  and  5  land  on  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture’s  Agricultural  Land  Capability  Map.  Further  details  of  the  area  are  given 
elsewhere  (Dare  1986b). 

A  population  census  (Dare  &  Barry  1990)  showed  that  the  Snowdonia  region  supported 
96  Buzzard  territories,  at  a  mean  density  of  9.7Km2  per  pair,  while  Migneint-Hiraethog  held 
62  territories  at  the  significantly  higher  density  of  7.1  Km2  per  pair. 

Buzzard  pairs  were  first  located  by  observing  their  aerial  and  other  territorial  displays, 
especially  during  the  peak  activity  season  from  February  to  April.  Systematic  searches  of 
the  many  likely  tree  and  rock  nesting  sites  were  undertaken  from  January  until  July  or 
August  each  year,  with  some  help  from  local  naturalists.  All  nest  sites,  both  active  and  old, 
were  plotted  on  1:25000  Ordnance  Survey(O.S.)  maps.  Sizes  of  the  best-watched  territories 
were  estimated  (to  the  nearest  0.1  Km2)  by  mapping  the  observed  ranges  defended  by 
individual  pairs.  Hunting  was  virtually  confined  to  the  territories,  as  on  Dartmoor  (Dare 
1961).  The  highest  and  lowest  points  within  each  territory  were  also  recorded  as  an 
indication  of  altitudinal  foraging  range. 

Territories  were  grouped  into  8  types,  according  to  their  topographic,  altitudinal,  gross 
vegetation  cover  and  land-use  features.  Types  (i),  (ii)  and  (v)  were  found  only  in 
Snowdonia,  whilst  types  (vi)-(viii)  were  confined  to  Migneint-Hiraethog.  The  types  were: 

(i)  Montane  sheepwalk:  mainly  high  grassland  and  crags,  usually  400-750m  a.s.l. 

(ii)  Submontane  sheepwalk:  lower  mountainside  often  afforested  with  conifers,  at 
usually  300-500m. 

(iii)  Hill  farms  —  coniferous:  enclosed  pastures  amid  lower  conifer  forests,  at  usually 
70-350m. 

(iv)  Hill  farms  —  deciduous:  mainly  enclosed  pastures  and  deciduous  woodlands,  at 
70-350m. 

(v)  Lowland  farms:  predominantly  valley  bottom  pastures  below  150m. 

(vi)  Moorland  sheepwalk:  heather  and  grass  moors. 

(vii)  Afforested  moorland:  as  (vi)  but  predominantly  afforested  with  conifers. 
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(viii)  Marginal  moorland:  moors  and  enclosed  pastureland  in  about  equal  proportions. 

The  habitat  composition  within  one  Km  radius  of  each  pair's  nest  site/s  was  calculated 
from  O.S.  maps.  Seven  land-use  categories  were  used:  (i)  moorland  and  mountainsides 
(sheepwalk),  (ii)  enclosed  pasture  fields,  (iii)  deciduous  woodland,  (iv)  conifer  plantations 
(afforested  sheepwalk),  (v)  quarries  and  associated  waste  land,  (vi)  open  waters  (lakes  and 
reservoirs)  and  (vii)  urban  (small  towns  and  villages). 

Each  year,  though  mainly  during  1979-81,  as  many  territories  as  possible  were 
inspected  to  determine  occupancy,  breeding  status,  clutch  sizes,  brood  sizes  at  hatching  and 
fledging  and  overall  breeding  success.  The  number  and  distribution  of  nests  and  territories 
sampled  varied  according  to  availability  of  observable  nests  and  to  other  survey  priorities. 
Nest  contents  were  examined  opportunistically  and  usually  by  viewing  from  vantage  points 
using  binoculars  (xlO)  or  a  telescope  (x20). 

RESULTS 

Territory  sizes 

Territory  boundaries  often  followed  prominent  topographic  features,  notably  hill  crests, 
and  they  changed  little  between  years.  The  43  best  watched  territories  ranged  in  size 
between  0.6Km2  and  6.3Km2  (Table  1).  The  smallest  territories  were  clustered  in  the  low 
wooded  valleys  and  farmland  in  NE  Migneint-Hiraethog  (Figure  1),  whilst  the  largest  were 
in  the  densely  afforested  part  of  eastern  Snowdonia.  Hill  farm  territories  in  Snowdonia 
(coniferous  and  deciduous  types  combined)  averaged  2.6±0.7km2  and  were  smaller  than 
montane  and  sub-montane  territories  comprising  mainly  sheepwalk  and  conifer  plantations, 
which  averaged  4. 4±  1.2km2  (t=4.33,  df  22,  PcO.OOl  ).  On  the  other  hand,  hill  farm  territories 
in  Snowdonia  were  larger  than  those  on  higher  but  less  wooded  hill  farms  in  Migneint- 
Hiraethog  which  averaged  1.9±0.9km2  (t=2.17,  df  26,  P<0.05). 

Table  1.  Habitats  and  sizes  of  Buzzard  territories  in  an  upland  study  area  in  north  Wales. 

Figures  in  brackets  after  territory  type  are  the  number  of  territories  recorded. 


Habitats  ( mean  percent  cover) 

Conifer  Deciduous  Sheep  Lakes/  Territory'  size  (Km2) 


Territory 1  type 

Snowdonia: 

forest 

woodland 

Fields 

walk 

urban 

Mean 

(SD) 

Range 

N 

Montane  sheepwalk  (18) 

3 

<1 

3 

89 

4 

4.0 

(1.1) 

2. 6-5.4 

4 

Sub-montane  sheepwalk  (14)  16 

<1 

15 

68 

1 

4.7 

(1.4) 

3.4-6. 3 

4 

Hill  farms-coniferous  (11) 

56 

8 

24 

10 

2 

2.9 

(0.8) 

1.7-3. 6 

6 

Hill  farms-deciduous  (47) 

6 

11 

38 

42 

3 

2.5 

(0.7) 

1.5-3. 9 

9 

Lowland  farms  (3) 

Mean  percent  cover  in 

3 

10 

75 

10 

2 

2.4 

(0.6) 

2. 0-2. 8 

2 

territories 

13 

7 

27 

50 

3 

the  countryside 

8 

3 

16 

69 

4 

Migneint-Hiraethog 

Moorland  sheepwalk  (3) 

0 

0 

12 

87 

<1 

4.5 

1 

Afforested  moorland  ( 1 ) 

75 

1 

0 

5 

19 

Marginal  moorland  (18) 

1 

1 

59 

39 

0 

2.5 

(0.7) 

1.4-3.4 

5 

Hill  farms  (40) 

Mean  percent  cover  in 

1 

3 

91 

5 

0 

1.9 

(0.9) 

0. 6-3.6 

12 

territories 

2 

2 

76 

19 

1 

the  countryside 

1 

1 

47 

48 

1 

Notes:  Habitat  data  refer  to  areas  within  a  one  km  radius  of  occupied  nests. 

Sheepwalk  comprises  mountainsides,  moorlands  and  quarry  wastelands. 
Lakes/urban  comprises  open  mountain  waters,  villages  and  small  towns. 
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Most  Buzzards  were  seen  to  forage  mainly  within  one  km  of  their  nests,  ie 
approximately  half  the  nearest-neighbour  distance  (1.8km)  for  all  nests  (Dare  &  Barry 
1990).  The  greatest  observed  hunting  distances  from  20  nests  averaged  1.5±0.5km  in 
Snowdonia  and  1.3±0.4Km  in  Migneint-Hiraethog  (12  pairs).  Such  extensive  foraging 
occurred  when  pairs  were  feeding  broods,  though  it  depended  also  on  territory  shape, 
topography  and  the  disposition  of  neighbouring  pairs.  No  Buzzards  were  seen  to  leave  their 
defended  ranges  to  hunt. 

Habitat  Composition 

The  proportions  of  different  habitats  within  1km  of  Buzzard  nests  varied  markedly 
between  territories  (Table  1).  The  average  habitat  structure  around  nests  also  differed  from 
the  overall  land-use  pattern  in  each  region,  i.e.  the  birds  selected  certain  habitats.  Thus,  in 
both  regions,  the  terrain  around  nests  contained  a  higher  proportion  of  fields  and  deciduous 
woodland  (for  nesting),  with  correspondingly  less  mountain  and  moorland,  than  were 
present  in  the  countryside  as  a  whole. 

In  Snowdonia,  nearly  two-thirds  of  territories  were  classed  as  hill  sheep  farms,  with 
average  lower  and  upper  altitudinal  limits  of  70m  and  350m,  and  comprising  mainly 
pastures  with  hedgerow  trees,  remnant  deciduous  woodland  and  (or)  conifer  plantations. 
Here,  Buzzards  nested  mainly  in  the  lower  woods  (Dare  1989)  and  foraged  up  onto  the 
hillsides  and  moorland  above.  One  third  of  territories  were  on  predominantly  montane  and 
submontane  sheepwalk,  usually  partly  afforested  with  conifers  but  sometimes  quite  tree¬ 
less,  between  average  lower  and  upper  limits  of  200m  and  620m.  Most  such  pairs  were  rock 
nesters.  The  two  highest  territories  extended  up  to  850m  and  970m,  spanning  635m  and 
790m  of  vertical  range  respectively.  In  Migneint-Hiraethog,  65%  of  territories  were  on  hill 
sheep  farms,  with  a  further  29%  on  marginal  grass  and  heather  moorland,  and  all  between 
200m  and  450m.  Three  territories  in  which  successful  breeding  occurred  were  on  virtually 
tree-less  moors.  The  hill  farm  territories  here  contained  far  more  enclosed  pastures  (91%) 
than  did  their  counterparts  in  Snowdonia  (35%)  but  correspondingly  less  rough  terrain. 
Buzzards  in  Migneint-Hiraethog  region  nested  almost  exclusively  in  trees,  suitable  rock 
sites  being  rare. 

Overall  Breeding  Success 

More  than  90%  of  the  territories  sampled  each  spring  were  occupied  by  pairs  (Table  2). 
Given  the  large  population,  difficult  terrain  in  Snowdonia,  and  limited  time,  it  was  not 
possible  to  determine  the  exact  number  of  pairs  that  laid  eggs  each  year.  Nevertheless, 
during  1979-82,  at  least  70%  of  pairs  sampled  laid  clutches  each  year  on  average  (Table  2); 
the  true  figure  was  probably  nearer  80%  because  some  pairs  were  thought  to  have  lost 
clutches  soon  after  laying  and  before  the  nests  were  checked.  Of  pairs  laying,  at  least  77% 

Table  2.  Territory  occupancy  and  breeding  activity  of  Buzzards  in  an  upland  study 

area  in  north  Wales  during  1979-1982. 


Number  of  territories  Breeding  results 

Occupied  Number  of  pairs 


Region 

Inspected 

(=  pairs) 

Eggs  laid 

Fledged 

Failed 

Uncertain 

Snowdonia: 

245 

233 

149 

107 

19 

23 

%  (annual  range) 

95  (94-96) 

61  (53-66) 

72  (61-78) 

13  (4-18) 

15  (9-21) 

Migneint-Hiraethog 

122 

112 

85 

73 

9 

3 

%  (annual  range) 

92  (90-93) 

70  (64-77) 

86(78-100) 

1 1  (0-22) 

3  (0-10) 

Whole  study  area 

367 

345 

234 

180 

28 

26 

% 

94 

64 

77 

12 

11 

Notes:  Percentages  for  pairs  and  eggs  laid  are  of  territories  inspected,  those  for  breeding  results  of  pairs 
laying  eggs.  Numbers  of  territories  and  pairs  are  the  cumulative  totals  over  the  4  years. 
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(72%  in  Snowdonia,  86%  in  Migneint-Hiraethog)  fledged  young  successfully.  Various 
aspects  of  breeding  performance  are  examined  below;  minor  discrepancies  in  some 
estimates  were  caused  by  different  years  and  samples  being  available  for  each  stage  of  the 
breeding  cycle. 


Clutch  Size 

Most  clutches  were  started  during  10-25  April  (Dare  1989).  Individual  females  laid  a 
single  clutch  of  up  to  3  eggs;  no  repeat  layings  were  recorded  or  even  suspected.  Mean 
clutch  size  for  85  complete  clutches  (Table  3)  was  2.24  overall,  being  2.09  in  Snowdonia 
where  2-egg  clutches  predominated  (52%)  and  2.40  in  Migneint-Hiraethog  where  3-egg 


Table  3.  Sizes  of  clutches  and  fledged  broods  of  Buzzards  in  different  types  of  territories  in  an 


upland  study  area  of  north  Wales. 

Clutch  size 

Territory  type  c/1  c/2  c/3  Mean  SD 

( N ) 

f/1 

Fledged  brood  size 
f/2  f/3  Mean  SD 

(N) 

Snowdonia: 

Montane/submontane 

sheepwalk 

4 

4 

2 

1.80 

0.79 

(10) 

27 

3 

0 

1.10 

0.29 

(30) 

Hillfarms-coniferous 

3 

5 

2 

1.90 

0.74 

(10) 

8 

8 

0 

1.50 

0.52 

(16) 

-deciduous 

2 

15 

9 

2.27 

0.60 

(26) 

28 

16 

5 

1.53 

0.68 

(49) 

Total 

9 

24 

13 

2.09 

0.69 

(46) 

63 

27 

5 

1.39 

0.59 

(95) 

Migneint-Hiraethog 

Marginal  moorland 
&  sheepwalk 

3 

11 

15 

2.41 

0.68 

(29) 

19 

11 

0 

1.37 

0.49 

(30) 

Hillfarms 

0 

6 

4 

2.40 

0.52 

(10) 

22 

11 

0 

1.33 

0.48 

(33) 

Total 

3 

17 

19 

2.40 

0.64 

(39) 

41 

22 

0 

1.35 

0.48 

(63) 

Entire  study  area 

12 

41 

32 

2.24 

0.67 

(85) 

104 

49 

5 

1.37 

0.54 

(158) 

clutches  were  more  frequent  (49%).  Suspected  annual  differences,  especially  after  severe 
winter  or  early  spring  weather,  were  not  significant  due  to  inadequate  sample  sizes. 
Likewise,  possible  variations  with  habitat  and  altitude  could  not  be  demonstrated 
statistically.  Nevertheless,  single-egg  clutches  were  commonest  among  pairs  in  montane  and 
submontane  habitats  whereas  3-egg  clutches  were  most  frequent  on  lower  farm  and 
deciduous  woodland  habitats. 

Table  4.  Hatching  and  fledging  success  of  Buzzards  in  relation  to  sizes  of  clutches  laid  and  of 
broods  hatched  in  an  upland  study  area  in  north  Wales. 


Clutch 

Chicks  hatched  per 

Young  fledged  per 

Hatched 

brood 

Young  fledged  per 

size  (n) 

clutch 

^gg 

clutch  egg 

size  (n) 

brood  hatched 

chick  hatched 

c/1  (8) 

0.38 

0.38 

0.38  (8)  0.38 

h/1  (6) 

0.83 

0.83 

c/2  (16) 

1.19 

0.59 

0.79  (19)  0.39 

h/2  (10) 

1.40 

0.70 

c/3  (13) 

2.38 

0.79 

1.41  (17)  0.42 

h/3  (9) 

1.89 

0.63 

Overall  (37)  1.43 

0.67 

0.95  (44)  0.40 

(25) 

1.44 

0.68 

Notes:  All  years  and  regions  are  combined. 

Figures  in  brackets  are  the  numbers  of  clutches  or  broods  involved.  Figures  for  young  fledged 
per  clutch  or  egg  include  3  clutches  of  2  and  4  of  3  in  which  the  number  of  young  hatched  was 
not  determined. 

Fledging  data  are  based  only  on  clutches  found  soon  after  completion.  A  further  20  broods 
recorded  until  7  days  before  fledging  from  secure  sites  gave  nearly  identical  values  for 
fledglings  per  clutch  and  egg. 
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Hatching  Success 

For  37  clutches,  hatching  success  increased  with  clutch  size  and  averaged  67  chicks  per 
100  eggs  laid  (Table  4).  This  was  because  the  frequency  of  complete  clutch  loss  decreased 
with  greater  clutch  size;  single  eggs  showed  particularly  high  losses  (although  sample  size 
was  small).  Almost  one  third  of  the  37  clutches  was  lost  totally,  mostly  to  unknown  causes. 
Several  disappeared  at  the  time  of  exceptionally  heavy  and  late  snowfalls  (down  to  150m 
altitude)  during  24-27  April  1981.  One  clutch  each  was  destroyed  by  natural  predation, 
timber-felling  and  pipe-line  construction  disturbances.  In  5  clutches  of  2  or  3  eggs,  a  single 
egg  failed  to  hatch;  one  was  a  dwarf  egg.  Such  addled  eggs  comprised  6%  of  eggs  incubated 
full-term. 

Fledging  Success 

On  average,  40  fledglings  were  raised  per  100  eggs  laid  (Table  4),  the  number  being 
nearly  constant  irrespective  of  clutch  size.  As  a  result,  the  number  fledged  per  brood 
increased  almost  in  direct  proportion  to  the  number  of  eggs  laid.  Overall,  28%  of  this 
sample  of  44  breeding  attempts  failed,  the  failure  rate  declining  with  increasing  clutch  size. 

Fledglings  reared  also  increased  with  the  size  of  a  brood  at  hatching,  although  large 
initial  broods  were  relatively  less  productive  than  smaller  broods  (Table  4).  This  was  due 
largely  to  progressive  brood  reduction  during  the  first  two  weeks.  Each  year,  and  throughout 
the  study  area,  the  smaller  (younger)  chicks  often  disappeared,  sometimes  after  observed 
attacks  by  larger  siblings.  Only  3  chicks  (ages  10-12  days,  2-3  weeks,  and  5-6  weeks  old) 
were  ever  found  dead  under  nests.  Total  brood  loss  was  comparatively  rare,  however, 
occurring  in  only  6.5%  of  broods  monitored  regularly,  and  then  always  at  an  early  stage.  No 
chick  mortality  from  either  predation  or  deliberate  human  interference  was  recorded. 
However,  one  5-week  old  brood  was  rescued  (by  PJD)  when  its  tree  nest  was  felled;  the  2 
young  continued  to  be  reared  by  their  parents  after  they  and  the  nest  remains  were  reset 
2.75m  up  in  another  tree  20m  away. 

On  average,  1.37  young  were  fledged  per  successful  nest,  with  almost  identical  output 
from  each  region  (Table  3).  The  mean  size  of  fledged  broods  was  not  significantly 
correlated  with  territory  type.  However,  at  the  extremes  of  territory  type,  Buzzards  breeding 
in  montane  and  submontane  territories  normally  reared  only  one  youngster  (27  of  30 
broods)  whereas  lower  pairs  on  farms  and  with  deciduous  woodland  often  reared  two  (rarely 
3)  young  (41  of  100  broods).  The  difference  was  statistically  significant  (CHF=7.24,  df  1, 
P<0.01,  Yates  correction  applied). 

Annual  Population  Productivity 

The  estimated  numbers  of  young  reared  each  year  in  the  two  regions  were  obtained  for 
1979-1982  by  combining  data  on  territory  occupancy,  breeding  success  and  the  proportion 
of  territories  in  which  young  were  fledged  (Table  5).  On  this  basis,  0.88  young  were  fledged 

Table  5.  Average  annual  production  of  the  Buzzard  population  of  an  upland  study  area  in 
north  Wales  during  1979-1982.  Figures  for  fledglings  per  pair  are  taken  from  Table  3. 


Snowdonia 

Migneint-Hiraethog 

Whole  study  area 

Number  of  territories 

96 

62 

158' 

Number  of  pairs 

91 

57 

148 

Number  of  pairs  laying  eggs 

58 

43 

101 

Number  of  successful  breeding  pairs 

42 

37 

78 

Mean  number  fledglings  per  successful  pair 

1.39 

1.35 

1.37 

per  breeding  pair 

1.00 

1.16 

1.05 

per  pair  of  population 

0.64 

0.88 

0.72 

Total  number  of  young  reared 

58 

50 

108 

75 


annually  per  pair  of  total  population  in  Migneint-Hiraethog  compared  to  0.64  in  Snowdonia. 
In  total,  this  is  equivalent  to  50  and  58  fledglings  respectively,  and  thus  108  fledglings  for 
the  entire  population  of  148  pairs  in  the  study  area. 

DISCUSSION 

The  north  Wales  uplands  sustain  a  large  Buzzard  population  occupying  a  wide  range  of 
habitats.  In  Snowdonia,  limited  historic  data,  and  further  personal  observations  since  1985, 
show  that  numbers  have  been  increasing  steadily  during  the  last  25-30  years.  In  Migneint- 
Hiraethog,  on  the  other  hand,  little  change  is  evident.  Breeding  densities  over  the  entire 
study  area,  however,  are  lower  than  those  reported  for  Buzzards  in  some  other  British 
upland  regions  (Dare  &  Barry  1990).  In  particular,  they  are  only  about  one  third 
(Snowdonia)  to  one  half  (Migneint-Hiraethog)  of  the  average  density  of  Buzzards  in  the 
Cambrian  Mountains  sheep-farming  region  of  mid-Wales  (Newton  et  al  1982).  There, 
Buzzard  densities  (at  29  pairs  per  100km2)  are  among  the  highest  anywhere  in  the  British 
Isles,  being  comparable  to  recent  densities  on  wooded  farmland  in  the  stronghold  of  lowland 
Devon  (Sitters  1988). 

Territories 

In  north  Wales,  individual  Buzzard  territories  varied  in  size  by  a  factor  of  10  —  from 
60ha  on  some  lower  and  more  sheltered  farms  to  630ha  on  afforested  sheepwalk.  On 
average,  these  were  smaller  than  upland  Buzzard  territories  in  Speyside  but  larger  than  those 
recorded  on  Dartmoor  (Table  6).  They  were  also  apparently  much  larger  than  territories  in 
mid-Wales  (Newton  et  al  1982)  where  mean  nearest-neighbour  distance  between  nests  was 
l.OKm  compared  with  1.5Km  in  Migneint-Hiraethog  and  2.0km  in  Snowdonia  (Dare  & 
Barry  1990).  The  smallest  territories  in  which  north  Wales  Buzzards  bred  successfully  were 
all  on  farmland  in  Migneint-Hiraethog,  and  covered  100-150ha  except  for  one  of  only  60ha. 
On  Dartmoor,  one  pair  bred  successfully  on  53ha  of  comparable  farmland  (Dare  1961). 

Table  6.  Productivity  of  Buzzards  in  Britain  in  relation  to  territory  sizes  and  habitats.  The 
table  excludes  atypical  populations  on  small  islands. 

Productivity 


Habitat 

Mean 

fledglings 

Territory 

size  (ha) 

composition  (%) 

clutch 

per  pair 

per  pair  of 

Region  (Km2) 

Uplands 

mean 

range 

Fm 

Mm 

Wd 

size 

successful 

population 

Reference 

Snowdonia 

(926) 

319 

150-630  27 

50 

2W 

2.1 

1.4 

0.6  1 

Migneint- 
Hiraethog  (440) 

221 

60-450 

76 

19 

4% 

2.4 

1.3 

0.9 

1 

Mid- Wales  (475) 

28 

40 

31* 

2.1 

1.2 

0.6 

2 

Dartmoor  (  33) 

142 

53-235 

39 

53 

8* 

2.4 

1.3 

0.5 

3 

Speyside  (173) 

396 

115-929 

IT 

P 

P 

3.0 

2.6 

1.5 

4 

Lowlands 

New  Forest  (290) 

186 

130-277 

9 

46 

45* 

1.9 

1.5 

0.6 

5 

References:  1.  this  study;  2.  Newton  et  al  1982;  3.  Dare  1961;  4.  Piccozi  &  Weir  1974;  5.  Tubbs  1974. 

Notes:  Under  Habitat  composition  Fm  =  farmland  and  fields.  Mm  =  mountains  and  moorlands 
including  heaths  and  scrub  conifer  plantations,  and  Wd  =  mature  woodlands  of  all  types; 

*  =  territories  only,  *  =  entire  study  area; p  =  habitat  present. 

Variations  in  territory  size  are  presumably  determined  to  a  large  extent  by  available 
food  resources.  Unfortunately,  and  as  in  studies  elsewhere,  prey  availability  could  not  be 
measured  in  north  Wales  though  no  obvious  major  differences  were  noted  between 
localities.  Buzzard  broods  throughout  the  study  area  were  reared  on  a  wide  range  of 
vertebrate  prey  (Dare  1989).  Rabbits,  small  mammals  and  birds  seemed  to  be  major  foods  of 
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broods  in  coniferous  and  marginal  moorland  territories,  while,  in  addition,  sheep  carrion 
was  frequently  brought  to  nests  in  montane  and  sub-montane  territories.  Broods  reared  in 
deciduous  hillfarm  land  were  fed  on  all  the  above  prey  groups  with  none  appearing 
predominant. 

Both  territory  size  and  the  number  of  eggs  laid  appeared  to  be  influenced  by  the  types 
of  habitat  occupied  by  Buzzards  in  north  Wales,  although  larger  samples  would  be  needed 
to  confirm  these  indications.  In  particular,  pairs  in  sheepwalk  and  afforested  sheepwalk 
territories  held  the  largest  defended  ranges  but  tended  to  produce  the  smallest  clutches.  This 
suggests  that  food  supply  in  these  higher  parts  was  inferior,  at  least  in  winter  and  early 
spring,  to  that  on  lower  farms  (fields  and  woods)  where  territories  were  much  smaller  but 
clutches  bigger.  In  mid-Wales,  by  contrast,  mean  clutch  size  was  similar  on  both  lower 
farmland  and  in  higher  sheepwalk  areas  (Newton  et  al  1982). 

Breeding  Performance 

The  breeding  success  of  north  Wales  Buzzards  was  good  since  most  pairs  reared  at 
least  one  youngster  each  year.  On  average,  1.4  young  fledged  per  successful  nest  from  a 
mean  clutch  of  2.2  eggs  (Table  3),  i.e.  a  39%  loss  of  production  through  incubation  and 
nestling  phases.  The  number  of  fledglings  produced  per  pair  of  population  was  slightly 
higher  (0.7)  than  in  mid-Wales  (0.6)  although  both  clutch  size  and  young  per  successful  nest 
were  very  similar  in  both  districts  (Table  6).  In  both  Welsh  studies,  around  90%  of 
territories  were  occupied  each  spring  by  pairs,  most  of  which  laid  eggs.  Non-layers  probably 
included  a  proportion  of  immature  birds.  Relatively  more  pairs  bred  successfully  in  north 
Wales  (77%)  than  in  mid-Wales  (65%).  In  the  latter  area,  about  20%  of  breeding  attempts 
failed  due  directly  or  indirectly  to  various  human  activities,  but  such  factors  were  of 
negligible  impact  in  north  Wales. 

Fledging  success  of  Buzzards  in  north  Wales  was  the  resultant  of  two  opposing  trends. 
For  small  clutches,  as  in  many  sheepwalk  territories,  a  lower  hatching  rate  was  offset  by 
higher  nestling  survival,  whereas  larger  clutches  laid  in  valley  farm  territories  showed  better 
hatching  rates  but  poorer  nestling  survival.  The  outcome  was  a  similar  number  of  young 
reared  per  egg  laid  irrespective  of  clutch  size,  and  thus  also  of  habitat.  A  high  proportion  of 
breeding  attempts  succeeded  (77%)  in  all  habitats.  The  causes  of  total  nest  failures  were 
seldom  evident  since  these  occurred  in  the  egg  or  small  chick  stages.  On  the  other  hand,  part 
losses  of  broods  were  likely  to  have  been  due  to  food  shortage  as  judged  from  the  scarcity  of 
prey  remains  at  nests  (Dare  1989).  Buzzards  in  both  north  and  mid-Wales  rarely  reared  3 
fledglings  whereas  on  Speyside,  where  rabbits  and  voles  were  plentiful,  broods  of  4 
frequently  were  fledged  (Picozzi  &  Weir  1974). 

The  comparatively  low  productivity  of  Buzzards  in  north  Wales  occurred  despite 
favourable  circumstances  such  as  large  territories  with  diverse  habitats  and  numerous  safe 
nest  sites,  and  insignificant  human  interference.  This  suggests  that,  in  these  uplands  of 
impoverished  soils  and  high  rainfall,  the  food  resources  were  insufficient  to  sustain  a  much 
larger  (denser)  Buzzard  population.  Recent  modest  increases  in  parts  of  Snowdonia  could  be 
attributable  —  as  with  a  larger  increase  in  Raven  numbers  (Dare  1986a)  —  to  an  increase  in 
sheep  carrion  availability  resulting  from  much  higher  stocking  densities  of  hill  sheep  in  the 
last  10-20  years. 
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NOTES 


POPULATION  ESTIMATES  OF  BIRDS  IN  GWENT 

Species  which  are  scarce  or  large  or  have  restricted  distributions  may  be  relatively 
easy  to  census,  and  rather  accurate  population  estimates  can  be  given  for  them.  Dispersed  or 
widespread  species  can  only  be  censused  on  a  sample  basis,  such  as  through  the  Common 
Birds  Census  (CBC)  or  the  new  Breeding  Birds  Survey  (BBS)  methodology  organised  by 
the  British  Trust  for  Ornithology  (BTO).  Even  then  there  may  be  large  variations  in 
abundance  in  different  geographical  areas  or  in  different  types  of  farmland  or  woodland 
habitat. 

In  the  Gwent  Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds  we  gave  population  estimates  for  all  species 
breeding  in  the  county  during  1981-85  based  on  population  densities  in  the  small  sample  of 
CBC  plots  then  being  covered,  on  specific  surveys  in  certain  areas  or  on  other  BTO 
estimates  of  densities;  we  also  took  into  account  the  proportion  of  different  habitats  in  the 
county  and  the  number  of  tetrads  in  which  each  species  was  recorded  (Tyler,  Lewis, 
Venables  and  Walton  1987).  Our  population  estimates  were  intended  to  be  a  guide  and  to 
prompt  further  work,  and  we  stressed  that  there  were  many  caveats  attached  to  the  figures 
for  some  species. 

In  “Birds  in  Wales"  Lovegrove  et  al  (1994)  frequently  referred  to  our  population 
estimates  and  it  is  reassuring  to  find  that  their  estimates  and  those  given  by  Donovan  and 
Rees  (1994)  for  Pembrokeshire,  are  in  most  instances  comparable  to  those  that  we  suggested 
for  Gwent.  For  a  few  species  however,  Lovegrove  et  al  (1994)  stated  that  they  believed  the 
Gwent  estimates  to  be  too  high.  These  species  included  Moorhen,  Grey  Wagtail,  Tree 
Sparrow  and  Reed  Bunting.  For  some  other  species  they  also  queried  our  figures. 

Some  of  our  1981-85  estimates  may  now  be  out  of  date  because  many  farmland  birds, 
eg  Lapwing  and  Skylark,  have  declined  markedly  in  the  decade  since  the  Gwent  Atlas  was 
completed.  Nevertheless  we  argue  below  that  our  estimates  for  some  of  the  species  which 
Lovegrove  et  al  thought  were  too  high,  were  valid  for  the  period  of  the  Gwent  Atlas. 
Densities  of  many  bird  species  in  mid  and  north  Wales,  where  sheep-grazed  rye-grass 
pastures  and  heavily  grazed  woods  predominate  are  very  different  from  those  in  lowland 
Gwent,  especially  in  the  east,  with  its  higher  percentage  of  woodland  from  which  stock  is 
largely  excluded.  For  example,  in  Gwent,  Chiffchaffs  are  common  and  widespread 
occurring  even  in  small  copses,  wooded  gardens  or  the  overgrown  tree-lined  hedges  on  the 
Gwent  Levels,  whereas  in  mid  Wales  they  are  very  scarce.  A  knowledge  of  densities  in 
other  parts  of  Wales  is  therefore  not  always  relevant  to  Gwent,  whereas  the  four  authors  of 
the  Gwent  Atlas  all  had  extensive  local  knowledge  of  the  county.  The  relative  importance  of 
Gwent  in  a  Welsh  context,  for  high  numbers  of  many  woodland  species  is  well 
demonstrated  by  the  abundance  maps  in  Gibbons  et  al  1993.  For  example,  the  maps  for 
Green  Woodpecker,  Blackcap,  Chiffchaff,  Long-tailed  Tit,  Bullfinch  and  Hawfinch  clearly 
show  Gwent  to  hold  higher  densities  than  most  other  areas  of  Wales. 

MOORHEN  Gallinula  chloropus :  Lovegrove  et  al  noted  that  our  figure  “was  probably  too 
high"  but  we  contend  that,  given  the  widespread  nature  of  the  species  and  the  high  numbers 
in  some  areas,  our  estimate  of  1000  pairs  was  valid,  and  further  that  the  population  is  still  of 
this  order.  In  recent  years  although  there  have  been  some  local  declines,  as  on  the 
Monmouth  canal,  possibly  because  of  mink  predation,  and  shooting  (see  Gwent 
Ornithological  Society  (GOS)  reports),  elsewhere  they  appear  to  have  increased. 

Moorhens  were  recorded  in  181  (47%)  of  the  c.400  tetrads  (4  Km2)  in  Gwent.  We 
suggested  that  tetrads  on  the  Gwent  (Caldicot  &  Wentlooge)  Levels  may  have  supported  as 
many  as  15  pairs  but  that  elsewhere  there  may  have  been  only  2  to  3  pairs  per  tetrad.  An 
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average  of  5  to  6  pairs  gave  a  county  population  of  about  1,000  pairs. 

More  than  30  of  the  occupied  tetrads  were  on  the  Levels  where  birds  occurred  in  good 
numbers  on  the  reens  and  on  pools  and  lakes  as  at  Uskmouth.  Llanwern  Steelworks.  Magor 
Reserve  and  Peterstone  Golf  Course.  The  population  on  the  Levels  alone  may  well  have 
been  about  500  pairs.  Most  small  farm  ponds  scattered  throughout  the  Usk  and  Monnow 
valleys  and  the  area  between,  supported  a  pair  or  two,  whilst  larger  waters  as  at  St.  Pierre 
Golf  Course,  Tredegar  Park,  Dingestow  Court,  The  Hoop  at  Penallt,  Dunlop  Semtex  Pond, 
Ynysyfro  Reservoir  and  Llandegfedd  Reservoir  each  support  up  to  10  or  more  pairs. 
Moorhens  also  breed  along  rivers,  notably  the  Ebbw,  Usk,  Monnow  and  Wye,  whilst  on  the 
canal  densities  reached  two  to  three  pairs  per  Km. 

GREY  WAGTAIL  MotaciUa  cinerea:  Some  215  (55%)  tetrads  contained  Grey  Wagtails  in 
the  Gwent  Atlas  survey.  They  were  much  more  widespread  than  Dippers,  and  where  both 
species  occurred,  the  wagtails  were  as,  or  more,  numerous.  Whereas  we  estimated  the 
Dipper  population  as  200-300  pairs,  we  suggested  the  Grey  Wagtail  population  might,  after 
mild  winters,  be  two  to  three  times  the  Dipper  population  (up  to  800  pairs  ie  4  pairs  per 
occupied  tetrad  as  found  by  Donovan  &  Rees  1994  in  Pembrokeshire).  Lovegrove  et  al. 
refer  to  our  figure  of  800  pairs  as  “a  generous  estimate”  but  we  still  feel  that  this  is  realistic. 
Certainly,  after  recent  mild  winters  the  population  is  this  size. 

In  the  Usk  valley,  streams  no  wider  than  a  metre  may  support  breeding  Grey  Wagtails, 
and  even  on  the  low-lying  coastal  Levels  and  around  Newport  pairs  still  breed.  Throughout 
the  western  valleys  pairs  occur  along  main  rivers  and  many  tributary  streams.  Given  the 
Grey  Wagtail’s  occurrence  on  minor  watercourses  as  well  as  on  main  rivers,  and  the  high 
breeding  densities  that  have  been  recorded  ( e.g .  8-10  pairs  on  4.5  Km  in  the  Angiddy  Valley 
west  of  Tintern:  pairs  at  ca.  500m  intervals  along  some  40-50  Km  of  the  Honddu  and 
Grwyne  Fawr  and  middle  section  of  the  Monnow),  800  pairs  is  not  unrealistic  in  a  good 
year. 

WHINCHAT  Saxicola  rubetra :  Our  estimate  of  450  pairs  was  considered  “a  slightly  high 
figure”  by  Lovegrove  et  al,  but  it  was  based  on  an  occupancy  of  88  tetrads  and  an  average 
of  5  pairs  in  these.  This  is  not  unreasonable  given  the  results  of  Whinchat  surveys  by  Steve 
Smith  on  parts  of  the  Blorenge,  Mynydd  Garn  Clochdy  and  Mynydd  Gam  Fawr.  In  1991 
(which  he  believed  to  be  a  poor  year)  he  found  more  than  80  pairs  in  these  areas  alone. 
Whilst  they  might  be  particularly  good  areas  for  Whinchat,  other  valley  slopes  in  western 
Gwent,  and  the  bracken-covered  slopes  or  ffridd  in  the  Llanthony  Valley  in  the  north  west 
of  the  county  also  support  high  densities.  Smaller  numbers  occur  at  such  sites  as  Trefil  and 
in  restocks  in  Chepstow  Park  Wood. 

Lovegrove  et  al  quoted  densities  of  2.5  and  3.2  pairs  per  10  ha  in  ideal  habitats  in  mid 
and  north  Wales,  and  a  figure  of  1 18  pairs  in  861  ha  in  Moel  Famau  Country  Park  in  Clwyd. 
Our  average  of  5  pairs  per  tetrad  (a  tetrad  being  400  ha)  would  therefore  seem  rather  low  by 
comparison  and  our  estimate  of  450  pairs  for  the  whole  county  perhaps  too  low  rather  than 
too  high.  However.  Steve  Smith  ( pers.comm .)  has  recorded  a  steady  decline  in  recent  years 
on  Mynydd  Gam  Clochdy,  although  this  is  not  reflected  on  the  Blorenge. 

MAGPIE  Pica  pica :  Our  estimate  of  15,000  pairs  may  have  been  too  high  according  to 
Lovegrove  et  al,  who  also  challenged  the  Pembrokeshire  estimate  of  22,000  pairs. 

Whilst  15,000  pairs  may  seem  high,  the  estimate  was  based  on  results  in  CBC  plots 
where  7-8  pairs  commonly  occurred  in  50-60  ha  plots.  Assuming  similar  densities  elsewhere 
in  Gwent,  we  suggested  that  a  tetrad  (400  ha)  could  support  30-50  pairs.  We  used  an 
average  of  38-39  pairs  per  tetrad  (99%  of  tetrads  were  occupied)  to  produce  our  estimate. 
This  equates  with  9.5  pairs/Km:,  not  1 1  as  Lovegrove  et  al  suggested.  Donovan  &  Rees 
(1994)  used  similar  figures  in  their  estimate  of  the  Pembrokeshire  population.  Even  for  the 
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late  1960s  Lovegrove  et  al  were  quoting  densities  of  6  pairs  on  68  ha  (8.8  pairs/Km2)  and  an 
amazing  7  pairs  in  33  ha  (21  pairs/km2)  in  Glamorgan,  not  dissimilar  to  our  CBC  data. 

It  is  worth  noting  also  that  Gibbons  et  al  (1993)  show  Gwent  and  Pembrokeshire  as 
having  very  high  densities  of  Magpies,  compared  to  the  rest  of  Wales.  Moreover,  the 
average  densities  they  quote,  of  10  pairs/Km2  in  woodland  and  suburbia  and  5  pairs/Km2  in 
farmland  are  not  dissimilar  to  our  suggested  9.5  pairs/Km2  for  Gwent,  which  is  a  well- 
wooded  county. 

TREE  SPARROW  Passer  montanus :  We  estimated  a  county  population  of  4,000  pairs  for 
the  Atlas  period,  which  Lovegrove  et  al  did  not  believe  was  valid.  We  noted  that  the  two 
lowland  CBC  plots  (at  Llanhennock  and  at  Nash)  had  rather  high  numbers,  with  more  than 
20  pairs  per  tetrad;  if  these  densities  were  valid  for  all  occupied  tetrads,  they  would  suggest 
a  county  population  of  4,000  pairs.  We  did  add  though  that  this  estimate  may  have  been  too 
high  because  Tree  Sparrows  were  more  numerous  on  the  Levels  and  in  the  Usk  Valley  than 
elsewhere.  In  retrospect  it  does  seem  surprising  that  Tree  Sparrows  were  recorded  in  as 
many  as  199  tetrads  (51%)  during  the  Atlas  period,  because  as  elsewhere  in  Britain,  the 
species  has  markedly  declined  since  that  time.  Certainly  by  1994  Tree  Sparrows  had  become 
extremely  scarce  throughout  the  county,  with  a  population  possibly  lower  than  100  pairs  and 
wintering  flocks  only  rarely  recorded. 

BULLFINCH  Pyrrhula  pyrrhula:  Lovegrove  et  al  did  not  question  our  estimate  but  the 
evidence  on  which  our  estimate  was  based.  It  should  be  noted  though  that  they  thought  that 
a  tetrad  was  2Km2  rather  than  4Km2  (as  may  have  been  the  case  with  some  of  the  above 
mentioned  species)  and  they  quoted  a  figure  for  Gwent  of  7.5  pairs  per  Km2  which  was 
twice  the  density  that  we  suggested  (15  pairs  per  tetrad  or  3.75  pairs/Km2). 

Bullfinch  is  notoriously  difficult  to  census  because  of  its  weak  song  and  inconspicuous 
habits  during  the  breeding  season.  We  used  data  from  CBC  plots  in  Gwent  which  gave  an 
average  of  15  pairs  per  tetrad,  to  suggest  a  county  population  of  about  5000  pairs.  If 
anything,  CBC  results  probably  give  an  underestimate  of  the  actual  numbers  breeding.  For 
example,  at  Penallt  where  a  Constant  Effort  Scheme  (CES)  ringing  site  is  operated  over  a 
small  area  of  about  0.5  ha  within  a  50  ha  CBC  plot,  more  adult  Bullfinches  are  caught  each 
year  than  are  recorded  in  the  whole  of  the  CBC.  This  CES  site  at  Penallt  is  in  the  top  10 
sites  in  Britain  for  numbers  caught  in  the  breeding  season;  relatively  high  numbers  are  also 
caught  at  a  CES  site  at  Llangorse  Lake  in  neighbouring  Brecon.  South  east  Wales  would 
therefore  seem  to  be  a  small  stronghold  for  this  declining  species  which  may  be  included  in 
a  revised  Red  Data  bird  list  for  Britain. 

Data  from  elsewhere  also  suggests  that  our  Atlas  estimate  for  Bullfinch  was  too  low. 
Lovegrove  et  al  quoted  densities  in  conifer  restocks  of  2  birds  (1  pair)  per  10  ha  which 
would  give  a  density  of  40  pairs  per  tetrad  of  this  habitat,  and  in  northern  Europe  15  pairs 
per  Km2  (i.e.  60  pairs  per  tetrad),  both  considerably  higher  than  our  estimate  of  15  pairs  per 
tetrad.  Gibbons  et  al  (1993),  from  a  ringing  and  retrapping  study,  quoted  a  density  of  50 
pairs  per  kilometre  square  around  Oxford;  this  would  give  the  staggering  figure  of  200  pairs 
per  tetrad.  Clearly  we  need  to  know  more  about  the  true  abundance  of  this  species  in 
different  habitats  in  Wales. 

REED  BUNTING  Emberiza  schoeniclus :  Reed  Buntings  were  recorded  in  27%  (106)  of 
Gwent's  tetrads,  with  a  population  estimate,  from  an  average  of  10  pairs  per  occupied  tetrad, 
of  1000  pairs  in  the  Atlas  years.  Lovegrove  et  al  believed  this  estimate  to  be  “almost 
certainly  too  high”. 

Today  this  species  is  rarely  found  on  farmland  and  is  still  scarce  in  the  north  and  east 
of  Gwent.  It  is  still  frequent  though  on  the  Levels  along  reens  where  high  abundances  can  be 
found,  and  in  areas  of  reedbed  as  at  Uskmouth.  The  latter  site  alone  holds  ca.  10  pairs  in  25 
ha,  with  similar  densities  on  wetlands  near  Magor,  Nash  and  Llanwern.  Some  35  tetrads  on 
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the  Levels  were  occupied  during  the  Atlas  years.  There  the  density  might  have  been  as  high 
as  20  pairs  per  tetrad  giving  a  population  on  these  low  lying  pastures  alone  of  perhaps  as 
many  as  700  pairs. 

We  believed  the  remaining  habitat,  particularly  in  the  uplands  of  the  north  and  west 
where  Reed  Buntings  are  more  thinly  distributed  in  wet  rushy  areas,  at  reservoir  edges  and 
in  any  area  of  Typha  or  Phragmites  held  more  than  100  pairs.  Our  overall  estimate  of  1000 
pairs  may  therefore  have  been  a  little  high  but  not  excessively  so. 

Discussions  can  continue  indefinitely  over  whether  any  particular  estimates  are  valid  or 
not.  Irrespective  of  this,  however,  our  aim  must  surely  be  to  gather  better  information  upon 
which  to  base  estimates  for  most  birds.  Data  are  rather  scant  in  Wales  at  present.  More 
surveys  of  even  common  species  should  be  encouraged  throughout  the  country  so  that  we 
can  know  far  more  about  densities  in  different  habitats  and  in  different  geographical  areas. 
As  so  many  species  reach  their  distributional  limit  in  Wales,  their  densities  are  particularly 
likely  to  vary  across  the  Principality.  Authors  of  county  atlases,  by  providing  informed 
“guestimates’  can  shed  more  light  on  this  and  stimulate  such  much-needed  work. 
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GOSHAWK  STUDIES 

I  completed  a  PhD  thesis  entitled  ‘Studies  on  the  ecology  of  the  Northern  Goshawk 
Accipter  gentilis  in  Britain’  in  1994.  The  research  post  was  at  the  Department  of  Biology, 
Imperial  College  of  Science,  Technology  and  Medicine,  London.  The  work  was  supported 
by  grants  from  the  Science  and  Engineering  Research  Council  and  Forest  Enterprise  and 
was  supervised  by  Dr.  Timothy  Seller  of  Imperial  College  and  Dr.  Steve  Petty  of  the 
Forestry  Authority.  Much  of  the  study  was  made  in  Wales  and  the  following  is  an  abstract 
of  the  thesis. 

ABSTRACT 

At  the  start  of  this  study  Goshawks  ( Accipiter  gentilis )  in  Britain  numbered  around  200 
breeding  pairs.  Information  on  their  nesting  habitat  requirements,  breeding  biology  and  diet 
were  needed  to  evaluate  their  potential  to  colonise  Britain. 

The  nesting  habitat  of  Goshawks  and  Sparrowhawks  ( Accipiter  nisus )  in  5  areas  of 
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England  and  Wales  was  investigated.  In  areas  where  both  species  were  present, 
Sparrowhawks  nested  in  dense  habitat  (c.  2000-3200  trees  ha '),  whereas  Goshawks  nested 
in  wooded  areas  where  the  trees  were  more  widely  spaced  (c.  175-900  trees  ha1)-  When 
such  habitat  was  unavailable  Goshawks  nested  in  denser  stands  (<2100  trees  ha1),  only 
when  windblow  provided  nest  access.  Where  Goshawks  were  absent,  Sparrowhawks  nested 
in  similar  habitat. 

One  study  area  in  Wales,  that  was  in  the  process  of  being  colonised  by  Goshawks  was 
chosen  for  a  detailed  study.  Here  Goshawks  first  settled  in  suitable  habitat  in  large  forests 
(c.  3500  ha);  as  their  numbers  increased  they  moved  into  smaller  woods  (c.  50  ha).  Within 
these  large  forests,  nest  spacing  averaged  2  Km.  Birds  of  all  ages  (1,2  and  3  year  old  plus) 
bred,  laying  an  average  of  three  eggs  (n=52)  between  23  March  and  16  May.  Average  brood 
size  for  all  nests  was  1.8  (n=114)  with  young  dispersing  from  nesting  territories  between 
mid  July  and  mid  August.  The  altitude  of  nesting  territory  was  found  to  influence  Goshawk 
breeding  productivity. 

The  timing  of  breeding  in  Goshawks  was  related  to  peak  availability  of  nestling  and 
fledgling  thrushes  and  corvids  as  prey.  Goshawk  diet  in  Wales  during  the  breeding  season 
(March-September,  2230  prey  items)  consisted  mainly  of  birds  (87%)  and  mammals  (13%) 
of  which  10  species;  Feral  Pigeon,  Woodpigeon,  Crow/Rook,  Magpie,  Jay,  Mistle  Thrush, 
Song  Thrush,  Blackbird,  Grey  Squirrel  and  Rabbit  were  important  in  terms  of  numbers  and 
biomass. 

Guidelines  for  Goshawk  management  based  on  a  nesting  territory  habitat  suitability 
model  are  presented. 

E.P.  Toyne 


YELLOW-RUMPED  WARBLER  (Dendroica  coronata)  ON  RAMSEY 

First  Welsh  record 

During  Oct.  30th  1994  a  deep  depression  passed  over  Pembrokeshire  bringing  winds  W 
force  6  to  Ramsey.  On  the  31st.  Karen  Dobbs  and  Darren  Woodhead  were  walking  the  east 
side  of  the  island  looking  for  migrants  when  they  flushed  a  small  bird  in  the  sheltered  cove 
of  Ogof  Capel,  which  landed  again  within  15  feet  of  them.  First  impressions  were  of  a 
brown  streaky  bird  about  the  size  of  a  Great  Tit,  with  black  tertials  and  tail,  black  legs  and  a 
short,  sharp  black  bill.  The  head  was  warm  brown,  the  back  a  warm  sepia  brown  with 
regular  streaking  and  with  a  paler,  greyish,  neck  ‘scarf,  the  belly  was  clean  white  with  thick 
black  streaks  and,  equally  unusual,  were  clean  white  ‘spectacles’,  a  blue-grey  smudge  on  the 
shoulder,  double  white  wing-bars  and  vivid  lemon  yellow  patches  on  the  sides  of  the  breast. 
Seen  head-on  the  bird  showed  a  pale  buff  throat  and  a  buff  wash  across  the  upper  breast 
with  fainter  brown  streaks.  In  good  light  the  bird  appeared  quite  bluish  above  with  a  faint 
yellow  patch  in  the  middle  of  the  crown.  Ian  Bullock  was  quickly  fetched  and  full  field 
notes  and  coloured  sketches  were  made.  These  were  later  compared  with  Jonsson’s  ‘Birds  in 
Europe’  and  showed  beyond  doubt  that  the  bird  was  a  Yellow-rumped  Warbler. 

The  bird  did  not  move  from  the  small  stream  valley  in  which  it  was  first  found.  On  the 
first  day  it  kept  to  the  same  few  square  metres,  moving  like  a  Dunnock  among  clumps  of 
rush,  picking  small  insects  off  stems  and  plants  in  the  stream  bed.  Occasionally  it  made  a 
small  sally  into  the  air  to  catch  passing  midges,  revealing  a  sudden  flash  of  black,  white  and 
yellow  on  tail  and  rump.  It  remained  until  Friday,  Nov  4th  and  appeared  to  gain  in  vigour 
daily  so  that,  by  then,  it  was  darting  out  of  the  cliff  bushes  like  a  flycatcher,  snatching  moths 
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and  spiders  from  among  the  foliage  and  doing  back-flips  off  the  cliff  to  snaffle  passing 
bluebottles,  a  striking  change  from  the  feeble,  tired  individual  which  had  crept  and  skulked 
there  on  the  previous  Monday.  It  showed  to  greatest  advantage  on  that  day  and  left  that 
night,  with  a  light  north  wind. 

The  eastern  race  of  the  Yellow-rumped  Warbler  was  originally  known  by  the  lovely 
name  of  Myrtle  Warbler.  It  is  fascinating  to  speculate  that  this  bird  must  have  been  trying  to 
fly  from  breeding  grounds  in  eastern  Canada  to  winter  in  either  Florida  or  Mexico.  More 
amazing  was  that,  in  the  first  hour  we  were  watching,  another  tiny  bird  dropped  out  of  the 
sky  to  land  about  50m  away.  When  it  reappeared  we  realised  that  we  were  looking  at  a  Red¬ 
breasted  Flycatcher,  a  bird  that  should  have  been  en  route  from  Russia  to  winter  in  India. 
Both  were  first  records  for  Ramsey  but  it  seems  truly  incredible  that  both  should  have 
appeared  together  in  this  way. 

Darren  Woodhead,  Karen  Dobbs  &  Ian  Bullock 
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WELSH  BIRDS 


‘Welsh  Birds’  is  the  journal  of  the  Welsh  Ornithological  Society  and  is  published 
twice  annually,  in  June  and  December.  The  December  issue  is  primarily  devoted  to  the 
Welsh  Bird  Report  and  the  annual  Report  on  Bird  Ringing  in  Wales. 

Papers  for  Welsh  Birds  are  welcomed  by  the  Editor  on  any  aspect  of  Welsh 
Ornithology.  The  Society  is  anxious  that  the  journal  should  accurately  reflect  present 
ornithological  activity  in  Wales.  Thus  we  hope  that  all  workers,  professional  or  amateur, 
with  results  of  bird  studies  in  Wales,  will  always  consider  publishing  information  about 
these  here.  All  papers  will  be  reviewed  by  the  Editor  and  an  independent  referee.  Authors 
should  follow  the  format  of  papers  published  in  the  journal  and  guidelines  for  authors  have 
been  drawn  up  and  are  available  from  the  Editor  (address  inside  front  cover).  Papers  are 
accepted  and  published  in  either  Welsh  or  English.  Papers  in  Welsh  should  be  supplied  with 
captions  to  tables  and  figures  in  both  Welsh  and  English  and  with  an  English  summary.  This 
follows  standard  international  practice. 

Short  notes  on  interesting  or  unusual  features  of  behaviour  recorded  in  Wales  are  also 
welcome.  An  accumulation  of  such  items  is  of  considerable  value.  Notes  should  be  short  and 
succinct,  ideally  of  not  more  than  half  a  page  in  length.  Notes  may  also  be  submitted  in 
either  Welsh  or  English. 
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